
The Accotink Unitarian 
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AUUC is an open and nurturing community of faith.  We foster each individual’s spiritual journey, and we 
share common values while honoring a diversity of beliefs.  Together, we cherish our connection to nature, 

and we act to transform our world into a more embracing and just community. 

Minister:  Rev. Scott Sammler-Michael                 Director of Spiritual Development: Lara Profitt 

“Beauty always takes place in the 
particular. Cruelty prefers 
abstractions.”  Elaine Scarry 

 

Dear Accotinkers, 

 

It is hard to believe, and harder 
to write, this simple truth: this is 
my last newsletter article as your 
called minister.  

 

 In considering my time here with you all, I am 
reminded of Robert Terry Weston’s famous phrase, “We 
are here to observe one another’s complex and beautiful 
natures.” As philosopher Elaine Scarry shares, “Beauty 
always takes place in the particular.” True beauty is about 
balance and proportion. This notion of beauty is not just 
about the composition of paintings and the arrangement 
of objects, but it speaks to justice. Justice is about 
fairness, an adequate proportion of truth, honesty and 
fairness applied evenly to all the world’s people. Truth and 
justice are beautiful in that they are fair and 
proportionate. 

 

 I will remember my time here with you in those 
particularities. I will recall the specifics of each encounter, 
the beauty sown by your own attempts to bring greater 
fairness and the beauty of justice to your world. 

 

 Accotink’s leadership is sound, wise and collaborative. 
Connie Diamant has led a textbook-like transition. The 
people she has invited into leadership have stepped 
forward and served with honor. Please take the time to 
tell Connie what a great job she is doing. Trust me, not 
every church is as well led in transition. 

  

 And - your Interim Search team found a great fit for 
Interim Minister. Rev Linda Olson Peebles has lived in this 
area nearly all her life. She has served UU Arlington with 
distinction, first as Minister of Religious Education and 

then as Minister of Faith in Action. She knows many of 
you already. She is a strong preacher, a compassionate 
listener and a great pastor. Nothing pleases me so much 
in my parting as knowing Accotink has great lay leaders 
and a powerful, loving Interim. This church has a great 
future. I urge you all to deepen your engagement in the 
months to come, and make sure this beautiful thing we 
have created together shines bright and strong long after 
we are all but stories of power and glory delighting future 
generations. 

 

In faith and freedom, 

Reverend Scott Sammler-Michael  
 
 
—————————————————————-— 

 

SAVE THESE DATES 

 
June 4 – Annual Meeting 

 

June 9 – 7pm – Gerry-Rigged! - Friday Night Film 

 

June 19 – Rev. Scott’s Last Sunday! 

 

June 20 thru June 25 – UUA General Assembly – New 
Orleans, LA 

 

 

 

 

 

ELEVATOR SPEECH 

Unitarian Universalism commands us to discover what is 
worthy of our most sincere devotion and to dedicate our 
lives to that with truth, honor and compassion. 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/68570.Elaine_Scarry


A Note from the President  
and the Council Chair 

 

 

Our Next Chapter 

 

It is with great pleasure that we announce 
that Rev. Linda Olson Peebles will be joining 
our AUUC family August 1 as our Interim 
Minister.  Let us extend our gratitude to the 

Interim Minister Search Task Force for such a professional and well done 
search.  Please join us in a BIG Shout Out to Jan Forsyth, Moe Moser, Mike 
Heilmann, Mary Kringer and Joe Tuggle.  These five AUUCer’s worked hard for a 
tough three weeks to bring us Rev. Peebles.  On behalf of the congregation, we 
thank you so much for your really hard work. 

 The best way to introduce Rev. Peebles is with her own words.  So, let us 
present to you Rev. Peebles. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us in a big welcome to Rev. Peebles. 

 
In faith,    

 

Connie Diamant, Congregational President 

Judy Usherson, Program Council Chair 

 

The Accotink Unitarian 

Accotink Unitarian Universalist Church 
10125 Lakehaven Ct. 

Burke, VA 22015 
703-503-4579 
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Dear AUUC Members and Friends, 

 I am very pleased to be granted the honor and trust from your 
leadership of being Interim Minister for your congregation as you 
transition from the ministry of Rev. Scott and search for your next 
settled minister. 

 The story of AUUC has been one I've followed with interest and 
admiration almost since the first days of your founding.  I have lived in 
southern Fairfax County since 1980, where my husband Dale and I raised 
our three children, and where I discovered the vibrancy of 
UUism.  Having the chance to join you as you prepare for the next 
chapter of your congregation's story is an exciting privilege.   

 You can begin to get to know me at my website  

https://revlindaolsonpeebles.wixsite.com/website     

 I greet with excitement the chance to meet you, get to know who 
you are and what calls to you in these days of your lives. 

 While I am eager to get right to work, until August 1 my 
conversations will be with just your leadership.  I am focusing in the 
coming weeks on saying goodbye to the UU Church of Arlington, my UU 
community of the last sixteen years.  My last Sunday with them will 
be June 25.  I will use the month of July for my rest and relaxation and 
time with my family.  Beginning August 1, I will be joining your lives and 
begin planning for the church year to come.  Cannot wait!  I hope to be 
talking to all of you - in groups or one-on-one - very soon! 

warm regards, 
 

The Rev. Dr. Linda Olson Peebles 

mailto:AUUC_minister@verizon.net
mailto:dle@accotinkuuc.org
mailto:dle@accotinkuuc.org
mailto:administrator@accotinkuuc.org
https://revlindaolsonpeebles.wixsite.com/website


 

Coming Up at Accotink -  June Services 

June’s Theme  —  Beauty 

 

June 4  
Service of the Living Tradition 

Our annual service thanking all those who make our ministries 
possible and help further our mission. This service could include child 
dedication, honoring our retirees, thanking our volunteers, new 
member recognition, community blessings, and bridging. The Annual 
Meeting follows this service, accompanied by a brunch. 

 

June 11  
Upon A Threshold 

The Roman god Janus has two heads, one looking forward, one 
looking back. Janus was the god of doorways, gates and life-passages. Join Reverend Scott as we 
explore the potential awaiting us upon the thresholds of change as Accotink’s ministerial transition  is 
about to begin. 

 

June 18  

One More Thing! 

Join Rev Scott and the worship team as we open the floor to your questions. This ‘Question Box” 
service will engage your questions and give you a chance to get that one last question in before he 
leaves. Please email your questions to Rev Scott in advance of the service.  

~ This is Rev Scott’s Last Sunday … 

 

June 25  

With Purpose and Power - Rev Paul Britner 

The sermon examines the spiritual practices of early Unitarians and shows how they may still inform 
our spiritual practices today.  

 

 

 

 

Service Information 

Sunday Service is at 10 am   
 

We welcome members, friends, and 
visitors to our Sunday services.        

Religious education programs are  
provided for toddlers through             

12th graders during the service.           
A nursery is available for  

infants and toddlers.  
Please join us for coffee and        

conversation after the service. 

Bring a Friend to Church!  You Are Our Best Growth Strategy! 
The best way to grow our church and spread the message of our life-saving ministries 
is YOU. Word of mouth and personal invitation are the most powerful and lasting ways 
we grow our church. So if there is someone you know searching, or someone who you 
know we would benefit from having among us, ask him/her/them to come to church 
with you. Offer to drive them, and help us expand our horizons as only those who have 
waited for us all their lives and then find us truly can. Let us not keep our “Spiritual 
Home Beyond Belief” under a barrel; let its light – your testimony – shine bright and 
long. 



 



Accotink Memorials News 

 
 Great news!  Another major milestone under our belt.  
The final permit for construction has been issued and we 
have a final contract for construction.  We are hoping to 
start installing the erosion fencing and coordinating with 
the county in June, and to start construction in earnest on 
August 1.  Our completion goal is  mid-September. 

 
 We continue to welcome donations as well as sales of 
memorial options.   A cremorial niche is $1750, a cenotaph 
plaque is $850 and a tree leaf (indoor) is $500.  
Remember, as soon as we complete construction, the 
price of the memorial options will be revised to reflect the 
changes in cost that have occurred, which is always up. 

 
 “How can we help?”, you ask?  Well, plans are to install 
three benches during the initial construction, followed by 
two more in a few months for a total of five.   Wouldn’t 
you or a group of you like to purchase a bench for the 
garden?  Benches are $1200 and so far Ray and Jessica 
Burmester are the only two to have a reserved seat for 
the dedication which is tentatively scheduled for October 
14.  And, we have just a few pieces of art left to sell.  See 
anyone from the committee for details.  
  
 Brochures with all the details are available in the foyer 
of the church, and If you have any questions or 
comments, just send us a note at 
memorials@accotinkuu.org or speak with any of the 
committee members.  The committee members are:  
Peggy Eckerman, Ed Kringer, Herb Bartlett, John 
Simmons, Ray Burmester, Susan Brown and Don 
Eckerman. 

  
 Until next time, thanks for reading! 
 
 
 
 

Decision 2017: Next Year’s  

Outreach Collection Recipients  

  
 The Social Justice Committee invites all AUUC 
members to vote on which ten organizations we will 
support with our monthly outreach collections during the 
2017-18 church year.  Ballots will be distributed at the 
Annual Meeting of the Congregation on June 4 to give 
everyone attending the opportunity to vote. Ballots will 
be collected by the end of the meeting. 
 AUUC members may vote for TEN organizations from 
the list of 14 nominations.  Two monthly slots have already 
been reserved for VOICE and UUSJ, so these names are 
not listed on the ballot.  (AUUC is a member of VOICE and 
UUSJ with annual financial commitments that are funded 
through outreach collections.) 
 If you will not be present at the Annual Meeting, you 
may vote using the “sample ballot” that was included in 
the Annual Meeting Packet for 2017, emailed to members 
5/18/2017.  You may: 

• ask another member to bring your completed ballot 
to the meeting  

•  OR place your completed ballot in an envelope 
marked “Outreach 2018 Ballot” and place it in the 
Social Justice Committee mailbox in the church office 
by June 4 

• In either case, please include your name on the ballot 
to help us avoid duplication  

 A booklet with detailed information about the 

nominees will be available two weeks prior to voting. You 

are encouraged to visit the websites of these 

organizations to help you decide which 10 organizations 

will receive your votes.   

 If you have any questions, you may speak with a 

member of the Social Justice Committee or contact Nancy 

Davis. 

 

Special thanks to everyone for your generous support 

every month of this special AUUC outreach program! 

 

 

mailto:memorials@accotinkuu.org


AUUC Outreach Collection Nominations 2017 – 2018 

 

**two monthly slots reserved for UUSJ and VOICE 

Organizations Function & Beneficiaries Nominator/Sponsor Website 

Beacon House Life-changing programs- academics, organized sports 

& mentoring for low-income children & teens in D.C. 
Nancy Davis 
  

www.beaconhousedc.org 

Britepaths Food assistance, financial & other mentors, school 
supplies to working low-income families in Fairfax Co. 

Sarah Emmett https://britepaths.org/ 

Burke Fund Supports our AUUC Hypothermia Shelter and one-time 
emergency requests from local people in need 

Ed Kringer http://accotinkuu.org/faith-
in-action/ 
  

Faith Alliance for 
Climate Solutions 
(FACS) 

Interfaith group organized to Implement climate 
change solutions, advocate w/ united positions in  
NoVA 

Marsha White www.faithforclimate.org/ 

  
Interfaith Power & 
Light 

Works with 300+ congregations & leaders in DC/MD/VA 
in education, greening, and advocacy work 

Claire Brown http://ipldmv.org/ 

Life with Cancer Education, information & support for thousands of 
cancer patients and their families in our community 

Bill Smith 
  

https://www.lifewithcancer.org/ 

Lorton Community 
Action Center 
(LCAC) 
  

Food, clothing, furniture, programs for self-
empowerment provided to families & children of SE 
Fairfax Co. 

Cindy Miller http://lortonaction.org/ 

NAMI Northern 
Virginia 

Provides education, support groups, and advocacy for 
people living with mental illness, their family & friends 

Daria Akers 
  

www.nami-northernvirginia.org 

No Child Goes 
Hungry/AUUC 

AUUC-run program provides nutritious weekend  
Power Packs to low-income children at nearby  
elementary schools.  

Social Justice  
Committee 

http://
www.nochildgoeshungry.net/ 

and http://accotinkuu.org/ 
  

Northern VA Ther-
apeutic Riding 
Program (NVTRP) 

Provides equine assisted activities for children with 
developmental disabilities, veterans, at-risk youth 

Jeff Wilklow  www.nvtrp.org 
  

Opportunities, 
Alternatives, & 
Resources (OAR) 
Fairfax County 

Supports incarcerated individuals prior to release, their 
families with educational programs, job training 

Rev. Scott 
(nominator)     
sponsor TBD 

www.oarfairfax.org 

paws4people Provides prison inmates w/ skills to train service dogs 
(like AUUC’s CHESSIE) which are given to veterans and 
children with special needs 

Nancy Davis http://paws4people.org 

Second Story 
(formerly Alterna-
tive House) 

Selected by AUUC Older RE class, SS provides  
counseling, food, clothing, neighborhood-based  
support for abused, homeless children & youth;  
emergency shelter  for No. VA teens 

Older Elementary RE 
class/   Diane Clayton 

https://second-story.org/ 

Specially Adapted 
Resource Clubs 
(SPARC) 

Innovative clubhouse model provides learning & social 
activities for young adults with disabilities giving them 
safe and active days 

Jessica & Ray  
Burmester 
  

www.sparcsolutions.org 
  

**Unitarian Uni-
versalists for So-
cial Justice (UUSJ) 

Forum for social justice work among UU churches, 
communities 

Cindy Miller www.uusj.net 

**VOICE 
  

Actions to promote affordable housing and more   
programs to support low-income families 

Suzy Porth www.voice-iaf.org/ 

http://www.beaconhousedc.org
http://www.faithforclimate.org/
http://www.nochildgoeshungry.net/
http://www.nochildgoeshungry.net/
http://www.nvtrp.org
http://www.oarfairfax.org
http://paws4people.org
http://www.uusj.net
http://www.voice-iaf.org/


OUR CONGREGATION 

Accotink – a friendly, welcoming community of interesting, caring, and fun-loving people 
Editor: Toni Acton 

Caring Connections 

Omitted from web edition 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Green Sanctuary  

Committee Meeting 

  
 You are invited to our next meeting 
on June 11 at 11:20 a.m. in the Darwin 
Room/Spring Mar Office.  Reminders will 
be in the Order of Service and This Week 
at Accotink.  Meetings are open to teens, 
youth and adults, and we welcome your 

ideas for greening AUUC. Contact co-chairs Marsha White 
or Mary Rose Janya for more information.  Attending 
meetings is not a requirement for greening our 
church.  We all are responsible for making "green" 
happen in our lives, our church and our local community. 

Join the nUUners Discussions in June 

  This popular AUUC informal discussion group normally 
meets the second and fourth Mondays of the month 
from 11:15 a.m. to 1 p.m.  All interested persons are 
welcome to bring a bag lunch and join us in the church 
gallery.  We chat and socialize until noon, and then start 
the day’s discussion on a topic chosen in advance and led 
by a member of the group.  The group participates in 
setting up the tables and in cleaning up afterwards.  
Coffee and tea are available, and desserts/fruit are 
provided by members on a voluntary basis.  The topics 
for June are: 

• June 12 - Why Homeopathy? Raoul Drapeau will lead 
the discussion and Judy Usherson will provide the 
refreshments. 

• June 26 – The Role of Myths.  Carol Bessette will lead 
the discussion and Moe Moser will provide the 
refreshments.  

 

 

Newsletter Editor Transition 

 Scott Dunham has edited our monthly newsletter for 13 years, the last 
year remotely from North Carolina.  Scott is an expert editor, 
accomplished designer and techie. He has worked with the 
communications team to produce a publication that is invariably 
interesting and relevant to AUUC members and friends.  Scott has been a 
skilled but gentle editor, kind to all contributors.  He has enlivened our 
newsletter with colorful graphics and beautifully designed formatting.   
He has set the standard for future issues.   
 Last month Scott began to pass the editorial duties to Sandy Beeson.  
Sandy is extremely grateful for his guidance and advice, and for his 
willingness to continue to be consulted.  
 Our heartfelt thanks to you, Scott, for your exceptional dedication to 
AUUC.  We cannot begin to thank you enough. 
 Newsletter contributors should send future articles to 

newsletter@accotinkuu.org 

 

mailto:newsletter@accotinkuu.org


Help: Sellers Needed 

 Could you help sell Fair Trade products regularly or 
occasionally on the 1st or 4th Sundays? This is a super easy 
way to connect with people after the service and help 
green our church. The supplies are in a small rolling cart, 
and a quick training session is available at your 
convenience. Contact Marge Runge to volunteer or for 
more information. 

 

Women's Book Discussion  

 The next meeting of the Women's 
Book Discussion Group will be Tuesday, 
June 20, to review Under the Wide and 
Starry Sky by Nancy Horan. Gail Bearden 
will host the meeting at 1 p.m. at the 
Burke Centre Library. 
 

Continuing Schedule: 
7/18/2017 -  The Wright Brothers/David  
    McCullough 
8/15/2017 -  The Secret Chord/   
      Geraldine Brooks 
9/19/2017 -  Hold Still/Sally Mann 
10/17/2017 -   Brooklyn:  a Novel/ 
     Colm Toibin  
 
Remember that all women -- Accotinkers and friends -- 
who like a good read and friendly discussion are 
welcome to attend or drop in at any of these 
meetings.  For more information, contact Sandy Beeson, 

 

 

Muses: 
Connie Diamant, 
ctdiamant@gmail.com 
JoAnn Flanagan, 
Flanagans.clan@gmail.com 
 

 Are you a poetry lover or interested in becoming a 
poetry lover?  We typically meet the second Wednesday 
of every month at a member’s home for refreshment and 
conversation.  Through poetry reading, we are given the 
opportunity to build connections and fellowship into our 
lives.  JoAnn will discuss Chinese poems translated into 
English by David Hinton.  Please contact JoAnn Flanagan 
if you would like the poems sent to you.  

DATE:        Wednesday, June 14 at 7:30 p.m.  
POET(S):   Various Chinese poems  
HOST:  JoAnn Flanagan       

Please RSVP to JoAnn Flanagan  if you plan to attend. 

 

Celebrate 25 Years of Beacon House!!  

 Join us in D.C. on Saturday, June 17, from 4 p.m. to 7 
p.m. for a fundraising event to celebrate 25 years of 
Beacon House and to honor its founder, Rev. Don 
Robinson. It’s a SILVER anniversary for Beacon House and 
a RETIREMENT party for UU minister Rev. Robinson, who 
will step down (but never away from) the community 
ministry he founded in 1991.  
 
Date & Time:  Saturday, June 17 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Place:  Edgewood Arts Building, 3225 8th Street NE, 
Washington DC 20017 
Program & Refreshments:  45-minute program with a 
guest speaker; heavy hors d’oeuvres 
Cost:  Tickets are $50 per person  
  Sponsorships are available from $100 and up 
Event Details and Online Tickets & Donations:  
http://www.beaconhousedc.org/events/ 
Carpooling: contact Nancy Davis or Marsha White 

 For over twenty-five years, Beacon House has helped 
level the playing field for hundreds of children and teens 
in Ward 5, Edgewood Commons, by providing academic 
and technology programs, mentoring, successful athletic 
team opportunities as well as Camp Leap to extend 
learning through the summers.   
 Rev. Robinson’s love and respect of the children and 
young people in the Beacon House family have been 
unwavering. His dedication to Beacon House has led 
toward accomplishing the goals of preparing children for 
productive involvement in their community and society -- 
lifting as many children as possible up and out of their 
often-difficult circumstances. 
 If you are unable to attend this event in person, please 
consider sending a special donation to Beacon House or 
supporting a sponsorship. (Be sure to mention Accotink 
UU Church with your gift.) Thank you! 
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Help Beacon House Kids  

Get Ready for School 

 With the assistance of area UU churches like Accotink 
our local UU urban ministry, Beacon House, provides new 
book bags and school supplies to children enrolled in its 
program.  Shop those great summer back-to-school sales 
and pick up some school supplies for Beacon House 
children and youth.  Place your donations in the collection 
box in the gallery or on the upstairs coat closet shelf 
through Sunday, August 27.  
 Donations needed:  Book bags (Small, Medium & 
Large), paper (wide & college ruled), #2 Pencils, Ink Pens 
(Blue, Black & Red), Composition Notebooks, Single 
Subject Notebooks, Rulers, Glue Sticks, 
Elmer's Glue (Small & Medium), 
Crayons (especially Big 8 & 16 Count), 
Pencils Boxes, Pencil Bags for 
notebooks, Notebook Divider Sheets, 
Scientific Calculators, and Pocket 
Dictionaries.  There is a take-home,  
2-sided golden yellow flyer with details 
on the Social Justice bulletin board.  
 Want to shop on-line with free delivery to Beacon 
House? Go to http://store.kitsforkidz.org/beacon-
house.html to order supply kits.  There are choices for 
Head Start, Primary, Elementary and Junior/High School at 
a cost of $13.50 per kit (same price as last year!).  Orders 
taken through mid-September. 

Fair Trade for Graduation 

and Host Thank You’s! 

 Giving a graduate a gift basket or 
leaving a host/hostess gift?  What 
better to include than sustainable, 
green products that support small 
farmers.  Check out the variety of teas, 
coffees, and chocolates for sale after 
most worship services.  Tuck in a 
special, reusable insulated mug, mug 
rug, tea strainer and homemade goodie. 

 

Carpool/Bike/Walk to Church 

 June can be a beautiful time to bike, walk, or jog to 
church and enjoy the area in full bloom.  Secure your bike 
on our recycled plastic rack near the west entrance.  If you 
choose to drive, bring along a friend to reduce your 
carbon footprint and have a great conversation about the 
worship service. 

 

 

 

Sponsor-a-Student in Mawlat 

 We need sponsors for 
students enrolled at the Mawlat 
Upper Primary School. Our 
Social Justice Committee has 
committed to sponsor at least 
23 of the poorest students.  The 
only requirement is donating 
$40 to sponsor one student for 
an entire year.  The money 

provides books, uniforms, school supplies and pays some 
incidental expenses.  All for only $40 per year!  We 
anticipate future opportunities to communicate with 
students; we are waiting for that elusive computer 
connection to this very remote location. There are travel/
pilgrimage opportunities through the UU Partner Church 
Council (http://www.uupcc.org/pilgrimages/pilgrimage-
opportunities).  
 Did you know that there are over 10,000 Unitarians in 
Northeast India, most very poor? The Unitarians in this 
region operate schools that are open to children of all 
faiths (unlike most other religiously affiliated schools).  To 
fulfill our social justice mission in the larger world, our 
Social Justice Committee and AUUC supports the Upper 
Primary students at the Unitarian School in Mawlat.  In 
this small village, most of the residents live way below the 
poverty level.  This is the third year for our affiliation with 
this school.   
 Look for a display board in the gallery on select 
summer Sundays to see some of the letters the children 
have written to us, and some new photos just sent from 
India.  
 Won't you sponsor a student?  If you can assist, send a 
$40 check (more or less is very welcome!)  to the office or 
place it in the offertory basket by September 17.  Please 
make checks out to AUUC with Mawlat School on the 
memo line.  Contact Marsha White for questions. 

 

Bailey's Crossroads Community Shelter 

Dinner -- Thank You!!  

 Thank you to all of the volunteers who made our 
dinner at the Bailey's Crossroads Community Shelter on 
Saturday, April 29, a success by preparing food and/or 
coming to the shelter to setup, serve and cleanup. We 
provided a delicious Sloppy Joe 
dinner with salad, green beans, 
corn and a dessert of cookies and 
ice cream -- and had fun doing it!  
We served over 45 men and 
women, and many came back for 
seconds and thirds. Your 
contributions to this special meal 
for our neighbors were 
appreciated.  
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Support for Food for Others on 

Outreach Sunday, June 4  

 Our June outreach Sunday will support Food for 
Others (FFO) of Fairfax, VA. FFO is an important part of 
Northern Virginia’s safety net for those needing food 
when an emergency strikes, and for the growing number 
of working poor who are unable to make ends meet and 
need to supplement their inadequate food supplies.  
 Since 1995, FFO and its volunteers have been 
distributing free food to our neighbors in need.  FFO 
obtains much of its food through food rescue operations 
and food drives. Staff and volunteers pick up good food 
that would be thrown away from local grocery stores and 
other retail food establishments. The food is brought to 
the warehouse for temporary storage, including 
refrigeration as appropriate. Food drives provide most of 
our non-perishable food. Local merchants, the USDA, 
food drives, and crop harvests provide the food; 
volunteers and staff provide the hands; and charitable 
contributions and fundraising events provide the funds.  
 On June 4, please help those facing food insecurity by 
placing your donation in the Outreach section of the 
offering basket. Or, anytime in June, you may send a tax-
deductible check made out to AUUC with Food for Others 
in the memo line to the office.   For more information, 
contact Diane Clayton or visit Food for Others:   
https://www.foodforothers.org.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cross-stitchers needed 

 We would like to have a couple more folks in the pool 
of stitchers for new member name-tags. If you can sew on 
a button, you can cross stitch. We have simple patterns 
and are happy to give instructions. About three or four 
name-tags a year, picked up when it works for you.  
 Contact Dotty Smith if you might be able to help us 
out.   
Thank you,  AUUC's cross-stitchers 

Join UUs at Capital Pride 2017 

UUSJ is pleased to help mobilize UU congregations across 
the region in supporting Pride again this year. This year's 
theme is Unapologetically Proud! ALL are welcome and 
wanted to walk in the Pride Parade, and outgoing folks 
are also needed to help run the UU Festival booth with 
other local UU church members.  

 

Pride Parade–Saturday, June 10 in DC, Dupont Circle area.  

• 3 p.m. (line-up; UU meet-up location to be 
determined), 

• 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. (parade)  

• See more about the parade at 

  http://www.capitalpride.org/events/parade-2017 

 

Pride Festival–Sunday, June 11 in DC, Pennsylvania Ave. 

Noon to 7 p.m. 

• RSVP & Volunteer HERE  

  https://goo.gl/forms/eb6jWLj63CTU8wJg2 

• See more about the Festival   

  http://www.capitalpride.org/events/festival-2017 

• Booth Setup (11 a.m. to noon): Volunteers are 
needed  

• Booth Staffing (noon to 6 p.m.):  Energetic people are 
needed for 1-hour increments to hand out 
information, answer questions about UU beliefs, and 
greet people visiting the booth. 

• Booth Breakdown (6 p.m. to 7 p.m.): Volunteers 
needed 

 
Contact: 
Elizabeth at UUSJ, info@uusj.org or 202-600-9132 
 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.foodforothers.org
http://www.capitalpride.org/events/parade-2017/
https://goo.gl/forms/eb6jWLj63CTU8wJg2
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Upcoming "Green" Events in the Area 

 

Earth Sangha runs the largest ecotype native plant 

nursery in our area.  With an expansive garden at a 
Springfield park, there are lots of volunteer opportunities 
and information on plants native to our area.  Go to 
http://www.earthsangha.org/ for information. 

 
 
 
 

Job Vacancy: Editor, Virginia Sierra 
 The Sierra Club/Virginia Chapter is looking for an 
editor for its quarterly newsletter, Virginia Sierra. The 
newsletter is mailed to the chapter's 18,000 members in 
March, June, September, and December each year, and 
posted online. The Virginia Chapter generally relies on 
volunteer support, but there is some compensation 
available for the newsletter editor, on a per-issue basis. 
 See the Sierra Club/Great Falls Group web site at : 
http://virginia2.sierraclub.org/greatfalls/ for more 
information--and to subscribe to this weekly e-mail. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sierra Club Hiking/Biking 
 Looking for a hiking or bicycling outing? Check the 
Sierra Club Potomac Outings (SCPRO) 
web site: http://www.sierrapotomac.org/. 
 

Wild Virginia Hike June 18th 
 Cold Mountain is one of central Virginia's gems in 
the Mount Pleasant National Scenic Area. Join Wild 
Virginia as we hike through pine forests and rocky 
outcroppings on the way to a 360° view from the 
summit!  The hike will be 5.8 miles and include 1,490 
feet of elevation gain. Hiking Upward rates it a 3 out of 5 
stars for difficulty. We’ll take our time to enjoy the views 
and the company. We'll begin the hike from the Cold 
Mountain Trailhead on Sunday, June 18 at 11 a.m. To 
carpool, meet at Shenandoah Joe on Ivy Road at 9:30 
a.m. This will be a great opportunity to see one of the 
beautiful places that Wild Virginia works to protect. 
While on the trail, we will talk more about what we do 
and ways you can get involved.  Register at: https://
salsa4.salsalabs.com/o/51365/p/salsa/event/common/
public/index.sjs?event_KEY=9228&okay=true 
 

Volunteer: Smithsonian Folklife Festival 
Sustainability Volunteers Needed! 
 
WHEN: June 29-July 4 and 
July 6-9 
WHERE: National Mall 
between 7th and 12th 
streets, Washington, DC 
(Adjacent to the 
Smithsonian Castle) 
 
 DETAILS: Volunteers are 
needed to help run the compost and recycling program 
for the 2017 Festival. According to the Smithsonian, the 
Festival has achieved stunning diversion rates of more 
than 90% and recycled or composted over 100 tons over 
the past three years. As the largest public event on the 
National Mall to demonstrate such eco-friendly practices, 
the Smithsonian program serves as an example for not 
just public events on the Mall, but events all over the 
country. The program was awarded the Sustainability 
Excellence Award from the American Alliance of 
Museums in 2017. It is through the work of its committed 
volunteers that the Smithsonian has been able to achieve 
these milestones.  
 VOLUNTEER DESCRIPTION: Volunteers tend Resource 
Recovery Stations positioned throughout the Festival 
grounds. They guide the public in placing waste into the 
proper containers (material categories are landfill, 
recycling, and compostable organics) and are responsible 
for pulling bags when full and replacing liners at the 
stations. Volunteers are provided with information to 
share with the public about the Smithsonian's recycling/
composting effort and why it is important.  
 Volunteer Hours: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. (days) and 5:30 
p.m. to 9 p.m. (evenings). Special instructions: 
Volunteers must be at least 16 years of age. This is a great 
opportunity for students who need to complete 
community service/service learning hours for school. 
Meal vouchers are provided for volunteers who perform 
a full day shift (8 hours). Recovery Stations will have 
chairs and tents, but volunteers must be able to work 
outdoors. Volunteers should wear closed shoes and hats. 
Sunscreen is recommended! 
 
CONTACT: To complete an online application, visit  
http://www.festival.si.edu/volunteer. When you register 
through the online application, be sure to sign up to 
volunteer for either Sustainability Volunteer or Evening 
Sustainability Volunteer. For more information about the 
Festival, go to http://www.festival.si.edu/. Volunteer 
groups are encouraged to apply! For additional details, 
contact Michelle Banks, Volunteer Coordinator at 
banksm@si.edu.  
 
 

http://www.earthsangha.org/
http://virginia2.sierraclub.org/greatfalls/
http://www.sierrapotomac.org/
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https://salsa4.salsalabs.com/o/51365/p/salsa/event/common/public/index.sjs?event_KEY=9228&okay=true
http://www.festival.si.edu/volunteer
http://www.festival.si.edu/
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Smithsonian Sustainability:  

Waste Diversion Efforts 

 Presentation and tour of the Natural History Museum's 
kitchen recycling & composting operations 
 WHEN: Friday, June 16; Be ready to go to the meeting 
room at 11 a.m. sharp. 
 WHERE: 10th Street & Constitution Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 
(Meet at the T-Rex skull in the Constitution Avenue 
lobby.) 
 DETAILS: The Smithsonian Institution, the largest 
museum complex in the world, is striving to improve its 
sustainability. Highlights of the sustainability efforts will 
be described, with an emphasis on the waste diversion 
efforts across the Institution's facilities. A tour of the 
Natural History Museum's kitchen recycling and 
composting operations will follow the presentation. The 
speaker for this event will be Dr. Eric Hollinger, 
Archaeologist. Afterward, share a Dutch treat lunch in the 
museum.  
 CONTACT: Please RSVP by June 13 to Flint Webb at 
C.Flint.Webb@Leidos.com with your name, position/
company, and telephone number.  
 SPONSOR: Smithsonian Institution 

 

 

Recycle Your Electronics! 

     In Prince William County, residents can recycle three 
electronic items per visit for free at: 
• The Landfill: Wednesdays and Saturdays from 10 a.m. 

to 5 p.m. 
• Balls Ford Road Yard Waste Compost Facility: Second 

Saturday monthly, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
     For acceptable items and limitations, go to: 
http://www.pwcgov.org/government/dept/publicworks/
trash/Pages/Electronics-Recycling-Program.aspx. 

 In Fairfax County, residents (may be 
required to show proof of residency) can 
bring them any day to the I-66 Transfer 
Station or the I-95 Landfill Complex. 
Accepted: computers and related 
equipment, TVs, gaming systems, stereos 
and other household electronic devices 

and cables. Before donating or recycling, delete all 
personal information and remove all batteries as they may 
need to be recycled separately. Be even greener by 
considering an upgrade of the hardware or software on 
your existing device.  Cell phones and rechargeable 
batteries are accepted at the transfer stations and some 
government locations; for more information, go to  
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/recycling/recharge.htm.   
 
Locations: 
I-66 Transfer Station:  4618 West Ox Road, Fairfax 
Hours:   Monday - Saturday: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m 
   Sunday: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
I-95 Landfill Complex, 9850 Furnace Road, Lorton 
Hours:   Every Day: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Document Shredding 

 Fairfax County 
offers free document 
shredding events for 
county residents on 
select Saturdays from 8 
a.m. to noon from now 
until October.  All cars 
must be in line by 12 
p.m.  These are drive-
through events and 
residents will be asked to remain in their vehicles.  For 
details, including prohibited items and procedures, know 
before you go:  
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/recycling/shredding.htm. 

 
Shred Days: 
June 24 Kilmer Middle School 
   8100 Wolftrap Road, Vienna 
July 22  Westfield High School 
   4700 Stonecroft Blvd, Chantilly 
Aug. 19 Springhill Elementary 
   8201 Lewinsville Road, McLean 
Sept. 23 I-95 Complex 
   9850 Furnace Road, Lorton 
Oct. 14  South County Government Center 
   8350 Richmond Highway, Alexandria 
 
 
 

Bea Green 

Dear Bea Green, 

Hubby insists that we keep the kitchen faucet lever 
positioned to the right.  He says that the left side pulls up 
hot water even when it is turned off.  I think he is being 
anal-retentive.  What do you say? 

Izzy Nutz  

 

Dear Izzy, 

Far be it from me to comment on your husband’s 
personality, but I must admit this was a new one for me.  I 
went to our government’s energy website and this is what 
they wrote: Place the faucet lever on the kitchen sink in the 
cold position when using small amounts of water; placing 
the lever in the hot position draws hot water even though it 
may never reach the faucet. 

Who knew?       Bea 

mailto:C.Flint.Webb@Leidos.com
http://www.pwcgov.org/government/dept/publicworks/trash/Pages/Electronics-Re
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Unitarian Universalist Principles 

WE, THE MEMBER CONGREGATIONS OF THE  

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST ASSOCIATION,  

COVENANT TO AFFIRM AND PROMOTE 

•   The inherent worth and dignity of every person;  
•   Justice, equality, and compassion in human relations; 
•   Acceptance of one another and encouragement to  
     spiritual growth in our congregations; 
•   A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 
•   The right of conscience and the use of the democratic  
      process within our congregations and in society at large; 
•   The goal of world community with peace, liberty and  
     Justice for all; 
• Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of 

which we are a part. 

ACCOTINK UU CHURCH  

10125 Lakehaven Court  

Burke, VA 22015-3907  
 

 

 

 

 

Recycling at AUUC! 

What How Where to Place Recipient/More Info 

Printer Cartridges Used Box on lower level near 

entrance by garden 

Spring Mar Preschool 

Paper or Reusable Grocery 

Bags 

Clean, folded Leave on upper level 

coat closet shelf 

Lorton Community Ac-

tion Center’s food distri-

bution program 

Box Tops for Education Logo on General Mills 

products 

Yellow covered can in 

gallery 

Weyanoke Elementary 

School’s low-income chil-

dren 

Commingled materials: 
All types of paper, paper-

board, and cardboard; 
#1-7 Plastic and all glass 

bottles; 

Aluminum and steel cans, 

pie plates, foil (rinsed) 

NO FOAM waste – place in 

trash 

Use clear plastic bag lin-

ers; lift bin lid to discard 

items that don’t fit 

through slot/hole 

Orders of service, office 

paper, newspapers, 

phone books, catalogs, 

magazines, boxes, enve-

lopes with windows, etc. 

Flatten boxes; tear large 

pieces 

Rinse, drain bottles and 

cans   
  
  

Tall blue containers in 

kitchen, near the west 

entrance, office, and 

downstairs. 

Take to recycle bin out-

side in the fire truck turn 

around area 

 If your refuse carrier 

does not take some recy-

clables collected at 

church, deposit them 

directly into AUUC’s recy-

cle dumpster outside. 

NOTE:  We are no longer collecting food waste for composting.  Please dispose of food waste in the trash or 
garbage disposal.  If someone wishes to take home coffee grounds for composting, please do. 


