
AUUC is an open and nurturing community of faith.  We foster each individual’s spiritual journey, and we 
share common values while honoring a diversity of beliefs.  Together, we cherish our connection to nature, 

and we act to transform our world into a more embracing and just community. 

The Accotink Unitarian 
October 2017 

Interim Minister:  Rev. Linda Olson Peebles             Director of Spiritual Development: Lara Profitt 

From Your  

Interim Minister  

  

 The month of October 
our theme is “Beauty” – as a 
part of the year-long theme  

“Re-Imagining the Common 
Good.”  Imagine - what is 
beauty, and how do we 
create/recognize it in 

ourselves, our community, our world? One of the most 
beautiful things I love to see is the sight of people – all 
ages, races, ethnicities – coming together for the 
common good!   

 

 I invite and encourage as many Accotinkers as 
possible to join in a large gathering of VOICE members 
– 1,600 people from over 75 faith communities 
(Muslim, Jewish, Catholic, Protestant, and UU) – 
gathered to speak with those running for Virginia 
Governor and Attorney General this fall.  We’ll meet at 
4pm Sunday October 15 at Patriot High School, in 
Nokesville (just 20 miles from here). VOICE wants to 
promote the ideal of “Common-health for the 
Commonwealth”.  It will be beautiful! 

 

 A developmental task for the interim time is for the 
congregation to increase connections with other 
organizations in the community and with the larger UU 
movement.  As we join in the October 15 Action, we 
will be connecting with leaders of the public schools, 
neighbors of varying faiths, and other UU 
congregations participating.  I will be there, and it will 
give me great joy to have Accotink members and 
friends with me.   

 

Rev. Linda OP 

 

October is LGBTQ History Month 

 

IN HISTORY:  October 6, 2014   
Virginia's ban on same-sex marriage struck down. Virginia 
couples can marry! 

  On that day Rev. Linda performed the very first same-sex 
marriage in Northern Virginia, on the steps of the Arlington 
County Courthouse.  

 

UU History 101 - Sunday, October 22 

 

 Get an overview of the history of our UU faith (was Jesus 
the first UU?) and how it impacts the way we fit into our 
modern world (why are there so few UUs, when Thomas 
Jefferson believed we'd be the major religion in the US?)  All 
are welcome to attend – old timers and those new to UU.   

 

Facilitator:   Rev. Dr. Linda Olson Peebles 

When:    Sunday, October 22, after congregational 
meeting,     12 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Where:  AUUC Sanctuary 



 

A Note from the President  

and the Council Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

Get In on the AUUC Bidding Frenzy! 

 
 We hope by now you have sent in your fabulous donations for the 

Annual Services Auction on November 11. Now we all need to attend the 
auction and bid on these wonderful items.  Remember, the Fall Services 
Auction is our only major fundraiser. Your generous bidding helps us all and 
supplements our operations budget. We are so thankful for the leadership 
team of Ken Heller and Kumutha Lane for doing the leg work to make this a 
most enjoyable evening.  Let’s make this the most successful auction ever!! 

In other news, please watch your email for a formal announcement of a 
Congregational Meeting on October 22.  We will have two By-Law changes to 
consider:  1) Change of language and definitions for members and friends;         
2) Change of language in the By-Laws to assure gender neutrality throughout 
the document.  

In addition, at the Congregational Meeting it will be our pleasure to 
introduce you to the members of the Settled Minister Search Team. The Board 
of Directors will soon approve the roster of participants and provide the team 
with its formal charge. At the meeting we will be asking the membership to 
endorse this team and to formally give them your collective support. We hope 
you will attend. 

Many things are happening here.  We are such a thriving community and it 
is such a pleasure to serve you. 
 

In faith,   

Connie Diamant, Board President 

Judy Usherson, Program Council Chair 

The Accotink Unitarian 

Accotink Unitarian Universalist Church 
10125 Lakehaven Ct. 

Burke, VA 22015 
703-503-4579 

administrator@accotinkuu.org 
www.accotinkuu.org 

 
Church Office Hours: 

M-W-F 10-3 
Most Sundays (call to check!) 

 
Staff  

 
Interim  Minister:  

Rev. Linda Olson Peebles 
Office hours: 

Tuesday through Thursday, 11-3 
And by appointment. 

interimminister@accotinkuu.org  
 

Director of Spiritual Development:  
Lara Profitt 

dsd@accotinkuu.org 
 

Religious Education Coordinator 
Allison (Ali) Mills  

rec@accotinkuu.org  
 

 

Music Director: 

Brad Rinaldo 
music@accotinkuu.org 

 

Office Administrator: 

R.W. Carney III 

administrator@accotinkuu.org 
 
 

2016 - 2017 Board of Directors  
Congregational President          

Connie Diamant 
Vice President          
Kristina Watts  

Secretary          
Peter Campbell 

Financial Advisor  
Dick Robison                                   

 
At-Large 

Brenna Clanton 
Jan Forsyth 

Bruce Griffon 
 

Communications: 
Debbie Cohen 
Kristina Watts 

 
Newsletter Staff: 

Sandy Beeson 
Toni Acton 

 

Society’s Special Needs 

For its study/action issue of the year, the Social Justice Committee has 
chosen to focus on people with special needs in terms of our personal 
and collective responsibility to those people. How can we be 
welcoming to them? What is the best way to interact with each 
individual? What can we do as a society to meet their needs? How can 
we honor our UU principles for them?  

 

Program details will be coming soon as we plan the films, book 
discussions, sermons, advocacy and other events around this issue. If 
you have an interest in and knowledge about this topic and would like 
to help plan or execute the program, please contact Claire Brown or 
any member of the Social Justice Committee.  
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Coming Up at Accotink -  October Services 

Year-long Theme – Reimagining the Common Good 

 

 

                                                                                                                                  
October 1   Mirroring the Beauty 

 Sometimes, it is hard to truly see ourselves, and the beauty that is deep inside us.  Inside the stories, the mistakes, the 
characteristics, the inheritance received and the legacy we leave – finding the core beauty is a powerful experience.  Rev. 
Linda will preach, and Natalie Trainer will share her violin music with us. 

 

October 8  The Nature of Change —Rev. Y’Lon Dozier 

 We welcome to our pulpit the Rev. Y’Lon Dozier, a friend of Rev. Linda’s.  Rev. Dozier, currently Chaplain at Virginia 
Hospital, served as a full- time senior Intentional Interim Pastor (or Transition Specialist) for ecumenical congregations for 
13 years.  She was a chaplain specializing in neonatal ICU at Georgetown Hospital.  Rev. Dozier has a Master of Divinity 
Degree with a duel concentration of Pastoral Care and Counseling and Social Justice Ministry and a Doctor of Ministry 
Degree in Ecumenism and Reconciliation.  Both degrees are from Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington DC.  

 

October 15  We the People!  

 UUism has deep roots in both the worth and dignity of each individual, and in the power of the common good and the 
ideals of democracy.  Throughout history, at its best, our faith calls us forward to join with neighbor and stranger to build 
a strong community.  Rev. Linda is preaching. 

 

October 22  United Nations Sunday 

 Throughout our history, Unitarian Universalists have been committed to being in relationship with people around the 
world, and to global understanding.  This is United Nations Sunday, and Rev. Linda will share the stories of UU 
connections around the globe.   

 

October 29   Samhain, AKA Halloween   Nancy Melito 

 Happy Halloween! This service is devoted to the original meaning of Halloween, 
also called Samhain in Gaelic. Please come in costume, and bring money to give to 
the little ghosts and goblins as they show off their costumes and trick-or-treat for 
Unicef during the service. After the children recess downstairs for games and 
activities, we upstairs will remember those who have passed away and visit them in a 
guided meditation. Please bring mementos and photos of loved ones (human and 
otherwise) for a traditional Dumb Supper, and stay after service for food, drink, and 
games of divination for young and old. Come and enjoy! 

 

 
Service Information 

Sunday Service is at 10 am  

We welcome members, friends, and visitors to our Sunday services.    Religious education 
programs are  provided for toddlers through  12th graders during the service.    A nursery is 
available for infants and toddlers.  Please join us for coffee and  conversation after the service. 

Bring a Friend to Church!   

You Are Our Best Growth Strategy! 
 The best way to grow our church and spread the message of our life-saving ministries is YOU. Word of mouth and 
personal invitation are the most powerful and lasting ways we grow our church. So if there is someone you know 
searching, or someone who you know we would benefit from having among us, ask him/her/them to come to church 
with you. Offer to drive them, and help us expand our horizons as only those who have waited for us all their lives and 
then find us truly can. Let us not keep our “Spiritual Home Beyond Belief” under a barrel; let its light – your testimony – 

October Theme: BEAUTY 



October 1 Outreach collection for VOICE 

 AUUC RE—Parent Orientation  11:30 or 12:00 noon 

 Green Sanctuary Committee—11:20  - Darwin Room 

 Northern Virginia Pride Festival, 11 - 6 - Bull Run Special Events Center 

October 8 Fall Concert: Rock Creek Singers and the UUCF Chorale - 7 pm, UU Congregation of Fairfax, Oakton 

October 15 Fall Fun Days at Whitehall Farm right after the service 

 Voice State Election Forum, Patriot High School,  Nokesville 4:15 pm 

October 21 UU United Nations Office Reception , 4 - 6:30 pm, Cedar Lane UU Church, Bethesda 

October 22 AUUC Congregational Meeting after the service 

 UU History 101 with Rev. Linda –  12-1:30pm after congregational meeting 

 Weekend Meal Packs Assembly 

 October 29 Complete the Circle, 1 pm, Fairfax High School 

 UUSJ Awards Celebration at Cedar Lane UU Church 

November 5 Dedication service for Accotink Memorial 

November 11 AUUC Services Auction 

 

LGBTQ History Month Events 

 

Sunday, October 1 

11 AM - 6 PM    

Northern Virginia Pride Festival 

 The interfaith organization 
(which includes many UUs, 
including Rev. Linda) People of Faith-NOVA will have a 
booth -- stop by and say hello!  

Location: Bull Run Special Events Center, Manassas  -  
Information: https://www.novapride.org/festival/ 

 

Sunday, October 8, 7 PM  Fall Concert: Rock Creek 
Singers and the UUCF Chorale 

 The Rock Creek Singers, a select chamber ensemble 
of the Gay Men’s Chorus of Washington, joins the UUCF 
Chorale for a concert of classical, Broadway, pop and 
everything in between. Benefits the Transgender 
Education Association of Greater Washington.  

Suggested donation: $10/person; $25/family. 

Host congregation: Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Fairfax, 2709 Hunter Mill Road, Oakton 

Information: https://uucf.org/rock-creek-singers/ 

 

Saturday , October 21, 4-6:30 pm   

UU United Nations Office Reception  

 

 Join the Director of the UUA International Office, the 
Director of the UU-United Nations Office, and Rev. Linda 
at a Gala from 4 to 6pm at Cedar Lane Unitarian Church, 
in Bethesda, MD.  A lovely time to meet interesting 
people and learn about UUism in international settings. 

 The UU United Nations Office (UU-UNO) invites you 
to celebrate the UU-UNO’s important work supporting 
human rights around the world, including LGBTQ 
equality, gender equality, climate justice, and racial 
justice for all on Saturday, October 21, from 4pm to 
6:30pm. Maryland State Senator—and Cedar Lane 
member—Rich Madaleno will deliver keynote remarks, 
including presentation of the UU-UNO human rights 
award on behalf of this year's recipients: former US 
Ambassador to the UN, Susan Rice, and US Senator Chris 
Van Hollen (MD).  

 The fall reception will be held at Cedar Lane Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 9601 Cedar Lane Bethesda, MD. 
Individual tickets are $75. Benefactor tickets, which 
include donor recognition listing, are $175 per person. 
Order tickets online and get more information 
atwww.uua.org/international-justice/events-listing/fall-fundraiser 
 

 

 

Wednesday, October 11  

National Coming Out Day  

 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Coming_Out_Day 
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 Great news!  Construction is nearly complete, the 
plantings are all in place and just the finishing details need 
to be completed.  Mark your calendar now for Sunday, 
November 5 at 10A for the dedication service! 
 We continue to welcome donations as well as sales of 
memorial options.   A cremorial niche and name cover is 
$1750, a cenotaph wall space and plaque is $850 and a tree 
leaf (indoor) is $500.  Each of the three options currently 
include acquisition of the name plates in the fee. 
 As of November 1, we are revising the pricing due to 
rising costs and to ensure that maintenance and future 
additions to the garden will be adequately funded. 
 A cremorial niche will be $1950 and the name cover will 
be the cost of acquisition at the time of need.  A cremorial 
name cover is currently $175 plus shipping.  A cenotaph 
wall space will be $850 and the plate will be the cost of 
acquisition at the time of need.  A cenotaph plate is 
currently $74 plus shipping.  A indoor tree leaf will be $500 
and will continue to include the cost of the leaf and 
engraving.  

 Even as we are in the middle of initial construction, we 
are planning for major additions to the garden.  We would 
like to add two additional benches on the far end of the 
garden, near the cenotaph wall.  And the first cremorial is 
nearly full and we are planning for an additional cremorial 
top. 
 How can we help you ask?   Wouldn’t you or a group of 
you like to purchase a bench for the garden?  Benches are 
$1200 which includes purchase and installation.  Engraving 
of a bench is estimated to be $110 plus $5.25 per letter of 
the message.  And, we have just a few pieces of art left.  
See anyone from the committee for details.  
 Brochures with all the details are available in the foyer 
of the church, and If you have any questions or 
comments, just send us a note at 
memorials@accotinkuu.org or speak with any of the 
committee members.  The committee members are:  
Peggy Eckerman, Ed Kringer, Herb Bartlett, Susan Brown 
and Don Eckerman. 
 Until next time, thanks for reading! 

An Abundance of School Supplies 

  
 Beacon House was thrilled to receive the gift of school 
supplies from Accotinkers.  Included in the delivery 
were:  48 pencils; 72 pens; 8 boxes of Crayons; 18 large 
erasers; 73 pencil erasers; 5 boxes of colored pencils; 14 
highlighters; 79 composition books; 29 spiral notebooks; 
16 packs of refill paper; 9 packs of index cards; 12 back 
packs; 3 messenger bags; 6 calendars; 1 scissors; 11 rulers; 
53 glue sticks; 6 bottles of glue; 4 packs of dividers; 7 3-
ringed binders; 3 boxes of tissues; 51 pocket folders; 1 
stretch book covers; 1 report cover; 9 dry erase markers; 
12 mechanical pencils; and many assorted beautifully  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

handmade crayons.  Additionally, someone donated 2 
small student desks.  There was also a small bag of 
children’s athletic shoes from the summer Souls Shoe 
Drive. 
 Thanks to those who purchased supplies through the 
Kits for Kidz program!  We don’t have a list of names, but 
have requested one. 
 It's heartwarming to see Accotink and other UU 
churches in the region come together to equip children 
with the new tools they need to begin the school year.  

mailto:memorials@accotinkuu.org


OUR CONGREGATION 

Accotink – a friendly, welcoming community of interesting, caring, and fun-loving people 
Editor: Toni Acton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 11 Services Auction  

  

 The annual Services Auction, one of Accotink’s most 
entertaining and rewarding events, is coming up soon.  
There still is time to volunteer to help or to donate a 
service or item.   

 Every item helps make this our greatest Auction 
ever! Please donate now while you are thinking about it. 

 Please click here to fill out the donation form or go to 
http://accotinkuu.org/events/ and scroll down to 
November to find links to the donation form and to some 
great ideas for donations. 

 For more information please contact Kumutha Lane or 
Ken Heller . 

 

 

October 11 Poetry Field Trip 

  

 The Poetry Reading 
Group will be making its first 
field trip!  Poet Tarfia 
Faizullah will be reading from 
her poetry on female 
survivors of the Bangladesh 
Liberation War at a ‘Fall for 
the Book’ event during our regular meeting time, 
Wednesday, October 11, 7:30 p.m.   

 We plan to meet at the venue - 3rd Floor of Johnson 
Center on the George Mason University campus.  Parking 
is nearby for a small fee at the Mason Pond parking deck.  

 For more information on Fall for the Book events on all 
kinds of literature, go to www.fallforthebook.org . 

 Any questions: Contract Chris Stunkard . 

 

   

Join the nUUners October Discussions  

  

 This popular AUUC informal discussion group normally 
meets the second and fourth Mondays of the month from 
11:15 a.m. to 1 p.m.  All interested persons are welcome to 
bring a bag lunch and join us in the church gallery.  We 
chat and socialize until noon, and then start the day’s 
discussion on a topic chosen in advance and led by a 
member of the group.  The group participates in setting 
up the tables and in cleaning up afterwards.  Coffee and 
tea are available, and desserts/fruit are provided by 
members on a voluntary basis.  The topics for October 
are: 

October 9 – Protests and Counter Protests.  Dick 
Robison will lead the discussion and Toni Acton 
will provide refreshments. 

October 23 – Aging in Place.   Bob Bearden will lead 
the discussion and Gail Bearden will provide 
refreshments. 

Caring Connections  

 
 
 

                Omitted from web edition  

http://accotinkuu.us7.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=ff131f3a292dc3dd7d42a4d3b&id=249086bc29&e=77d19f4265
http://accotinkuu.org/events/
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UUSJ Collaboration Award 

 

  

 

 

  

 This award is based on SJC’s long-time work with 
the Student Peace Awards of Fairfax County.  The Social 
Justice Committee has been an active Peace Awards 
sponsor since 2007 when awards were given at just one 
high school in Fairfax County with only one other sponsor, 
Herndon Friends Meeting. In 10 years, this effort has grown 
to a collaboration of 21 partnering sponsors that include 
faith communities, professional organizations and George 
Mason University’s School for Conflict Analysis and 
Resolution. In 2016-17, awards were given to students in 22 
high schools recognized for their work “specifically for 
peace or conflict resolution”.   The ripple effect of honoring 
170 individual students and student organizations to date is 
a powerful force in growing leaders who strive for peace in 
our world. 

 Nancy Davis and Kitty Riordan have been active 
members of the Peace Award Committee, and have been 
representatives to two local high schools over many years.  
Kitty has been a liaison with Mountain View Alternative HS 
and Nancy with Thomas Jefferson HS for Science and 
Technology. Others in our congregation have supported the 
Peace Awards throughout, representing Accotink at school 
awards ceremonies and at the annual SPAFC spring 
receptions. 

 Please mark your calendar for late afternoon, Sunday, 
October 29, when awardees from UU churches in the D.C. 
area in all categories will be recognized at the UUSJ Awards 
Celebration at Cedar Lane UU Church. More details and 
carpool arrangements are forthcoming. 

 As one of the Student Peace Awards sponsors, Accotink 
donates $200 per year in addition to volunteer time. Thank 
you to everyone at AUUC for your support in this truly 
collaborative effort.  For more information about the Peace 
Awards, contact Nancy or Kitty, and visit  

http://fairfax.studentpeaceawards.org.  

 Special thanks to Herndon Friends Meeting for their 
invitation to join them and for outstanding leadership. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the AUUC Social 
Justice Committee on receiving the 
UUSJ Collaboration Award for 2017! 

 
  

 

 
 

 

  

 

The next meeting of the Women's Book 
Discussion Group will be on Tuesday, 
October 17, to review Brooklyn,  

A Novel by Colm Toibin.  Nancy Davis will 
host at her home  at 1 p.m. 

 

Continuing Schedule: 

• 11/21/2017 - Bound for the Promised Land: Harriet 
Tubman, Portrait of an American Hero/ Kate Clifford 
Larson 

• 12/19/2017 - Commonwealth: a Novel/ Ann Patchett  

• 1/16/2018 – The Devil in the White City: murder, magic, 
and madness at the fair that changed America / Erik 
Larson 

• 2/10/2018 – Storied life of A.J. Fikry: a novel / Gabrielle 
Zevin 

 

 Remember that all women -- Accotinkers and friends -- 
who like a good read and friendly discussion are welcome to 
attend or drop in at any of these meetings.   

For more information, contact Sandy Beeson. 

 
 
 

Help! Need Sunday Fair Trade Seller 

Looking for an easy volunteer job? We are seeking a couple 
of people to sell Fair Trade products regularly or 
occasionally, but especially on the 1st or 4th Sundays.  Team 
up with a friend or commit to one Sunday a quarter.  This is 
a super easy way to 
connect with people after 
the service and help green 
our church. The supplies 
are in a small rolling cart, 
and a quick training session 
is available at your 
convenience. And, we can 
tap a substitute list if you 
have a last-minute 
emergency.  Contact Marge 
Runge to volunteer or for 
more information. 
 
 
 

 

Women's  

Book Discussion Group  

Tuesday, October 17 

http://fairfax.studentpeaceawards.org


Buy your tickets now at:  www.whitehall.farm .   
Be sure to enter coupon code "churchpicnic1" at checkout. 

https://www.whitehall.farm/fall-fun-days.html


UU Heritage Pilgrimages 

 There are travel/pilgrimage opportunities through the 
UU Partner Church Council to both Romania and India.  This 
is a great way to experience our Unitarian history in 
Romania/Transylvania.  In both locations, local Unitarian 
connections are made. For details, go to:  http://
www.uupcc.org/pilgrimages/pilgrimage-opportunities . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Care Packages and Gifts 

 As the semester progresses, your favorite college 
student's day would be brightened by a yummy care 
package.  Think about including Fair Trade coffee (regular 
or decaf) to fuel those long nights of study for mid-
terms.  A chocolate bar also makes a great pick-me-up.  A 
variety of teas can help sooth those rough days.  Add some 
homemade cookies or bars, the student's favorite goodie, 
or a cute stuffed emoji, and you'll bring a smile to their 
faces.  Fair Trade products are for sale after most worship 
service, thanks to our coordinator Marge Runge and our 
faithful sellers. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Green Sanctuary Committee 

Sunday, October 1 
 We welcome adults and teens to assist in the greening 
of AUUC.  Our next gathering is Sunday, October 1, at 11:20 
a.m. in the Darwin Room.  We've done some initial 
planning, and are always open to new ideas and 
volunteers.  Contact co-chairs Marsha White or Mary Rose 
Janya for more information.  Attending meetings is not a 
requirement; we all are responsible for making "green" 
happen in our lives, our church and our local 
community.  Join us! 
 

October 22 

No Child Goes Hungry/Accotink: 

Weekend Meal Packs ASSEMBLY 

 Please mark your calendar for Sunday, October 22 to help 
assemble our second set of weekend meal packs for children 
at Halley Elementary School. (This is a date change as 
another exciting family event is on the AUUC calendar for 
the date originally advertised.)   

 

 Children, families and everyone interested are invited to 
help fill gallon bags with the nutritious, non-perishable food 
items and drinks donated by so many of you. We will meet in 
the Sanctuary from about 11:30 – 1:30 (or earlier).  Any 
number of children may help, and we also need older youth 
and adults to help supervise. Please sign-up:   http://
www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4dafaa2fa57-nochild1  

 

 Since we made a year-long commitment to Halley ES, we 
will hold three additional assembly Sundays in December, 
February and April. Dates are posted on the AUUC calendar.   

AUUC’s partnership with Halley Elementary School is 
supporting about 17 children by providing them with 
Weekend Meal Packs every week.  Like many students in 
Fairfax County Public Schools today, these children receive 
free or reduced lunch during the week, but face daily 
challenges of hunger and food insecurity. The Halley 
counselor with whom we are working is so excited and 
appreciative that Accotink UU Church has reached out to 
help her students. 

 

 We encourage everyone to pick up a bright green colored 
list of specific food items needed for these packs, and 
consider purchasing a few items when you go grocery 
shopping – or use this link for the list of items online   To 
ensure No Child Goes Hungry/Accotink is sustainable 
throughout the 2017-18 school year, both food and monetary 
donations will be greatly appreciated all year. 

 

 No Child Goes Hungry/Accotink is sponsored by the Social 
Justice Committee and the Children’s Spiritual Development 
Committee. Many thanks to UU minister Rev. Kären 
Rasmussen who inspired us to get involved with this vital 
program. Rev. Kären commended  the Accotink community 
for “making a difference in those kids’ lives- one meal at a 
time.”  

http://www.uupcc.org/pilgrimages/pilgrimage-opportunities
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http://accotinkuu.us7.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=ff131f3a292dc3dd7d42a4d3b&id=f4c778effb&e=253056ba0e




Outreach Collection - Sunday, October 1 

 
VOICE …Virginians Organized for Interfaith Community 
Engagement 

 
 Voice was founded in 2008 by our very own Rev. Linda 
and other faith leaders who wanted to bring people 
together across religious, racial, economic and political 
party affiliations to build a stronger Northern Virginia. 

VOICE, a non-partisan coalition, has grown to almost 50 
faith communities, and civic organizations in Prince 
William, Fairfax, and Arlington counties as well as the City 
of Alexandria.  VOICE is a recognized leader in taking 
action on key issues in our community including affordable 
housing, access to health and dental care, and immigrant 
rights. 

 Just a few examples of what VOICE has accomplished: 

• After 2 years of actions targeting banks, VOICE 
celebrated $30 million committed for restoration of 
communities hard-hit by foreclosure. 

• Through the effort of VOICE, the Fairfax City Council 
passed the first ever affordable housing policy. 

• VOICE secured more than $300,000 toward dental 
care for low income adults from Arlington County, 
Fairfax County and the City of Alexandria.  

• VOICE won $3 Million to renovate dilapidated athletic 
fields at two Fairfax County High Schools serving 
working class youth from VOICE Clergy Caucus & 
Strategy Team. 

• Our faiths demand that we stand together as a 
people. Republicans, Democrats, Independents, 
Muslims, immigrants, whites, African Americans, 
Jews, Christians, Unitarians, working-class, middle-
class, the very wealthy and the very poor. We are 
wiser, smarter, and more powerful when we stand 
and work together. 

• We will use the power of our organization to put an 
end to any specific threats, intimidation or attempts 
to harm immigrants, Muslims, African Americans or 
anyone else. We will call to account any person or 
group that does so. 

• We know that Virginia and our Country are stronger 
when more, not fewer, people are engaged in the 
democratic process. VOICE believes in building 
relational power: power that is reciprocal that is 
guided by our religious traditions and power that 
allows more people to participate in public life. 

• We believe in meeting face to face and developing 
the public relationships that are the glue of our 
society. We know this is how meaningful relationships 
and trust are built. We value seeking solutions 
through creativity and dynamic friction that work best 
when we are in relationship with each other and with 
those from whom we seek change. 

• We must reclaim politics as an honorable pursuit in 
which people working together have the power to 
change their communities and their country for the 
better. We must lead by showing that, if we build 
trust through relationships that cross the usual lines 
of division, we will strengthen our region for the 
challenges ahead. 

 
 VOICE is an independent, non-profit, non-partisan 
organization led by a strategy team of religious, lay, and 
community leaders from across Northern Virginia. VOICE is 
funded by donations from member institutions 
(congregations, temples, mosques, union locals, business 
groups, schools, health centers, etc.) and grants from 
foundations. 

 On October 1, please place your contribution in the 
Outreach portion of the collection basket or send your 
check to the office. Make your tax-deductible check 
payable to AUUC with VOICE on the memo line. Donations 
may be made throughout the month of October. 



 Please join VOICE’s force of over a thousand people of 
faith overfilling an auditorium and asking people in 
positions of power, including our candidates for 
governor, to support us on the issues our community 
listening groups have helped VOICE to prioritize. The five 
areas are affordable housing, strengthening 
public schools, expanding prekindergarten programs, 
reducing gun violence/addressing an inequitable criminal 
justice system, and immigration reform/combating 
intolerance to immigrants.  Hope you will join us in this 
important grassroots work to facilitate social justice in 
our community! 

 
  We will gather on Sunday, October 15 at 4 
p.m. at Patriot High School, 10504 Kettle Run Road, 
Knokesville, VA.  The Action officially starts at 4:30 p.m., 

but please arrive by 4 p.m.  Parking is expected to be tight 
and music starts at 4:15 p.m.  VOICE is committed to 
ending on time, which is 6 p.m.  The location is 21 miles, 35 
minutes, from the church, and we will have carpools.   

 
  Reverend Linda is excited to be working with AUUC on 
VOICE and has increased our commitment to 30 
AUUC'ers!   In order to reserve seats, an accurate number 
is needed.  There will be sign-up sheets at church in the 
near future, or let Suzy Porth or Dotty Smith  know of 
your intent. Please invite others with similar social justice 
goals and note that VOICE is nonpartisan.  For more 
information on VOICE, please go to their website, More 
information on the  Event  and more about VOICE -  

http://www.voice-iaf.org/  

October 15  VOICE State Election Forum 

http://mailchi.mp/voice-iaf/1015-details?e=bc0d02a5a9
http://www.voice-iaf.org/
http://www.voice-iaf.org/


Upcoming Green Opportunities  

 

FACS (Faith Alliance for Climate Solutions) 
Creation Care Showcase 
WHEN: Sunday, October 1, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

WHERE: Unity of Fairfax Church, 2854 Hunter Mill Rd, 
Oakton, VA 22124 

DESCRIPTION: Congregations across Northern Virginia 
will gather with materials, displays, photos and other 
visuals to share their green work with each other and with 
the public in this expo-style event. We invite you to come 
see their initiatives and tour Unity of Fairfax's extensive 
green ground projects.  

CONTACT:  meg@faithforclimate.org 

RSVP: https://actionnetwork.org/events/facs-and-ipl-
creation-care-showcase-event?source=direct_link& 

SPONSOR: Faith Alliance for Climate Solutions and 
Interfaith Power & Light (DC.MD.NoVA) 

 

Earth Sanga 
 Earth Sangha is one of the best small charities in the 
DC region named by the Catalogue for Philanthropy: 
Greater Washington. The Catalogue focuses on small 
nonprofits (budgets under $3 million), because it believes 
in their power to spark big change.   This group runs the 
largest ecotype native plant nursery in our area. With an 
expansive garden at a Springfield park, there are lots of 
volunteer opportunities and information on plants native 
to our area.  For more information, go to http:  
http://www.earthsangha.org/wpn.   
 

• Thursday October 5, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Planting at 
Alexandria Renew Pollinator Garden. 1600 
Eisenhower Ave. We are adding another 300 
herbaceous plants for this lovely and secluded 
garden. Snack will be provided. For security, all 
volunteers must RSVP to lbright@earthsangha.org 

 

• Saturday October 7, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Planting at 
Chambliss Crossing/Holmes Run with City of 
Alexandria. Please join us and Rod Simmons: we will 
bring 75 woody plants and 572 herbaceous plants to 
instantly create a full garden! We could use some 
experienced adult volunteers for this project. The 
ground is bit gravely, and we hope to receive some 
help from adults so that our younger student 
volunteers would plant easily! Lunch will be provided, 
and please RSVP to lbright@earthsangha.org We will 
post directions/parking instructions soon. 

 

• Saturday October 14, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Sunrise Valley 
Elementary School.  We will do a second round of 
planting to the site adjacent to the school here. It is 
quite lush as is, but we are adding plants where it got 
damaged from earlier unnecessary mowing incidents. 
This will be a very pleasant work. Please RSVP to 
lbright@earthsangha.org. 10824 Cross School Rd, 
Reston, VA 20191 

 

• Wednesday October 18, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Planting at 
Marie Butler Leven Preserve with students from 
Stone Ridge School of the Sacred Heart; volunteer 
leaders needed.  RSVP to  mbright@earthsangha.org. 
1501 Kirby Rd, McLean VA 22101 

 

• Saturday October 21, Planting at Isaac Crossman Park, 
City of Falls Church. 535 North Van Buren St. or next 
to 100 Greshom Pl. Falls Church, VA 22046 
 

Wild Virginia 
For outdoor activities, training, and information on how 
you can help preserve Virginia’s natural resources and 
beauty, go to: http://wildvirginia.org/. 
 

Sierra Club 
With a major, important election on November 7, 
volunteers are needed every day until election night to 
canvass and call potential voters. Contact Samuel Zuniga 
at sambzuniga@gmail.com or call  956 457 5344.  The office 
and launch location on Rolling Road in West 
Springfield.  Hours for coverage are: Sat 10 a.m., 12 p.m., 2 
p.m., 4 p.m.; Sun 12 p.m., 2 p.m., 4 p.m.; and Weekdays 12 
p.m., 2 p.m., 4 p.m.  For a Google sign-up sheet, go to  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSeXiBvK_UEEt9B2DEK1VlSL5kBgCvUn8Mcbo_4E5X
npEAy2FA/viewform?usp=sf_link. 

 

Nature Walk at Reston National Golf Course 
WHEN: Monday, October 2; 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

WHERE: Meet at the west end of parking lot of South 
Lakes Drive Park, which is between Escalante Court 
& Olde Crafts Drive, Reston, VA 

DESCRIPTION: Learn about this valuable open green 
space. Look for wildlife, and visit old field and pond 
habitats. Wear comfortable walking shoes--most of the 
walk is on pathways. The hike will take approximately two 
hours.  

CONTACT: RSVP to naturecenter@reston.org - more 
information at http://www.rescuereston.org/golf/ 

CO-SPONSORS: Reston Association's Walker Nature 
Center and Rescue Reston 

mailto:meg@faithforclimate.org
https://actionnetwork.org/
http://www.earthsangha.org/wpn
mailto:lbright@earthsangha.org
mailto:lbright@earthsangha.org
mailto:lbright@earthsangha.org
mailto:mbright@earthsangha.org
http://wildvirginia.org/
mailto:sambzuniga@gmail.com
tel:(956)%20457-5344
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXiBvK_UEEt9B2DEK1VlSL5kBgCvUn8Mcbo_4E5XnpEAy2FA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXiBvK_UEEt9B2DEK1VlSL5kBgCvUn8Mcbo_4E5XnpEAy2FA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXiBvK_UEEt9B2DEK1VlSL5kBgCvUn8Mcbo_4E5XnpEAy2FA/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:naturecenter@reston.org
http://www.rescuereston.org/golf/


More Green Opportunities with the Sierra Club 

Transitioning to 100% Renewables By 2050 

WHEN: Thursday, October 12; Noon - 1:15 p.m. 

WHERE: The HUB Ballroom, George Mason 
University Fairfax Campus, 4400 Ravenna River 
Way, Fairfax, VA 

DESCRIPTION: Mark Jacobson, Stanford Professor 
of Civil and Environmental Engineering, will present 
plans for each of the 50 states, showing how they 
can replace traditional energy sources with wind, 
water, and solar energy by 2050. These plans 
present how many wind turbines and solar panels 
would be needed, how much land area would be 
required, what would be the cost and cost savings, 
how many jobs would be created, and how much 
pollution-related mortality and global-warming 
emissions would be avoided.  

CONTACT: David Keidrich 
at dkuebric@gmu.edu Event web site 
SPONSORS: GMU Department of English, 
Department of Philosophy, Department of 
Sociology and Anthropology, GMU Institute for 
Philosophy and Public Policy, GMU School for 
Conflict Analysis and Resolution, Sierra Club/Great 
Falls Group, Sierra Club/Virginia Chapter 

Plastic Ocean Film Screening and Discussion  

WHEN: Wednesday, October 18; 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

WHERE: Oakton Library, 
10304 Lynnhaven Place, Oakton, VA 

DESCRIPTION: Plastic Ocean investigates how the 
world's increasing addiction to plastic is impacting 
the food chain and how that is effecting new and 
developing human health problems. The producers 
aim to change the world's attitude toward plastic 
within a generation.  Clean Fairfax is working to 
remove disposable plastics from our government 
spaces, events, schools and ultimately our lives 
through education, advocacy and legislation. 

RSVP: https://sierra.secure.force.com/events/details?
formcampaignid=7010Z000001uwPpQAI 

CONTACT: Susan Wiltz at s.weltz@yahoo.com 

SPONSORS: Clean Fairfax, Herndon Environmental 
Network, Sierra Club/Great Falls Group 

 
Looking for a Hiking or Bicycling Outing?  

Check the Sierra Club Potomac Outings (SCPRO) 
web site: http://www.sierrapotomac.org/. 

Virginia Solar Congress 

WHEN: Saturday, October 14; 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

WHERE: James Madison University, ISAT-CS 
Building, 701 Carrier Drive, Harrisonburg, VA 

DETAILS: The Virginia Solar Congress is a free public 
conference that brings together solar supporters 
from across the state to learn and discuss the 
current state and future for solar energy in Virginia. 
The day will include presentations about solar 
technology and policy topics, as well as ways to get 
involved with growing solar in Virginia. There also 
will be a participatory open forum discussion for all 
attendees to discuss the priorities that solar 
supporters in Virginia should focus on in the coming 
year. This event is free and open to the public. 
Everyone is welcome to attend!  

 SPONSOR: Event is hosted by VA SUN in 
partnership with JMU Center for Wind Energy 

 
Annual DC Sustainability Summit 

DC Metro Area's Premiere Green Building 
Symposium 

WHEN: Wednesday, October 18; 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
(Check-in begins at 8:30 a.m.) 

WHERE: Capital One Auditorium, 1680 Capital One 
Drive, Tysons, VA 

(Walking distance from McLean Metro and free 
parking on-site) 

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION: See prominent disruptive 
thinkers, hear environmental success stories, and 
experience game-changing innovations at the 3rd 
Annual DC Sustainability Summit and Green Product 
Expo. The day-long conference celebrates green 
design and seeks to provide sustainable solutions to 
the commercial real estate community. The event 
consists of educational seminars and discussions by 
leaders in green building and sustainable design, as 
well as a product expo featuring emerging green 
products and technologies. Advance registration is 
required. Tickets available now 
at www.dcsustainability.org 

COST: $50 (Use promotional code SIERRAVA for 33% 
off regular ticket price of $75.) 

CONTACT: Norbert Pink 
at norbertsierra@aol.com for more information 

SPONSOR: Tysons Partnership and Davis, Carter, 
Scott Ltd 

mailto:dkuebric@gmu.edu
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Recycle Your Electronics! 

      
 In Prince William County, residents can 
recycle three electronic items per visit for 
free at: 
• The Landfill: Wednesdays and Saturdays 

from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
• Balls Ford Road Yard Waste Compost 

Facility: Second Saturday monthly, 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. 

      
 For acceptable items and limitations, go to: 
http://www.pwcgov.org/government/dept/publicworks/
trash/Pages/Electronics-Recycling-Program.aspx. 
 In Fairfax County, residents (may be required to show 
proof of residency) can bring them any day to the I-66 
Transfer Station or the I-95 Landfill Complex. Accepted: 
computers and related equipment, TVs, gaming systems, 
stereos and other household electronic devices and 
cables.  
 Before donating or recycling, delete all personal 
information and remove all batteries as they may need to 
be recycled separately. Be even greener by considering an 
upgrade of the hardware or software on your existing 
device.  Cell phones and rechargeable batteries are 
accepted at the transfer stations and some government 
locations; for more information, go to  
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/recycling/recharge.htm.   
 
Locations: 
I-66 Transfer Station:  4618 West Ox Road, Fairfax 
Hours:   Monday - Saturday: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m 
   Sunday: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
I-95 Landfill Complex, 9850 Furnace Road, Lorton 
Hours:   Every Day: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

 

Document Shredding 

 Fairfax County offers free document shredding events 
for county residents on select Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 
noon from now until October.  All cars must be in line by 
12 p.m.  These are drive-through events and residents will 
be asked to remain in their vehicles.  For details, including 
prohibited items and procedures, know before you go:  
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/recycling/shredding.htm. 

 
Shred Days: 
Oct. 14  South County Government Center 
   8350 Richmond Highway, Alexandria 
 

 

 

Lessen your Carbon Footprint  

Enroute to Church 

 
 
 At last, the cooler autumn weather has arrived (most 
days!).   

• Enjoy the change of leaf color as you bike, walk, or jog 
to church and enjoy the waning days of lush 
vegetation.  

• Be sure to fill that reusable water bottle and bring it 
along. We provide a recycled plastic rack near the 
west entrance.   

• Driving?  Bring along a friend and have a great 
conversation about the worship service on the way 
home. 

 

Dear Bea, 

 Those stickers on peaches, pears, apples, etc…they 
drive me crazy!  I’d like to pull them off and plant them 
on somebody’s…........oh never mind.  Are they really 
necessary?  What do those numbers mean? 

C. N. Redd 

 

Dear C.N., 

 The mystifying name on fruit, PLU, stands for Price 
Look Up. The sticker could have PLU 
in front of it, e.g. PLU 4512 or the 
number sign in front, e.g., #4512 or 
be just plain 4512. Conventionally 
grown fruit, i.e., with pesticides, etc. 
has a four-number code.  
Organically grown fruit has a five-
number code, the first number 
being a nine. Genetically engineered 
fruit has a five-number code preceded by an eight.  
Examples: 

• PLU 4512 = conventionally grown pear 

• PLU 94512 = organically grown pear 

• PLU 84512 = Genetically engineered pear 

 I too wish that they could develop a better way of 
informing us or, at the very least, a better way of 
attaching those stickers, but now you know why they are 
there. 

  Bea  

http://www.pwcgov.org/government/dept/publicworks/trash/Pages/Electronics-Re
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Unitarian Universalist Principles 

WE, THE MEMBER CONGREGATIONS OF THE  

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST ASSOCIATION,  

COVENANT TO AFFIRM AND PROMOTE 

•   The inherent worth and dignity of every person;  
•   Justice, equality, and compassion in human relations; 
•   Acceptance of one another and encouragement to  
     spiritual growth in our congregations; 
•   A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 
•   The right of conscience and the use of the democratic  
      process within our congregations and in society at large; 
•   The goal of world community with peace, liberty and  
     Justice for all; 
• Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of 

which we are a part. 

ACCOTINK UU CHURCH  

10125 Lakehaven Court  

Burke, VA 22015-3907  
 

 

 

 

 

Recycling at AUUC! 

What How Where to Place Recipient/More Info 

Printer Cartridges Used Box on lower level near 

entrance by garden 

Spring Mar Preschool 

Paper or Reusable Grocery 

Bags 

Clean, folded Leave on upper level 

coat closet shelf 

Lorton Community  

Action Center’s food  

distribution program 

Box Tops for Education Logo on General Mills 

products 

Yellow covered can in 

gallery 

Weyanoke Elementary 

School’s low-income  

children 

Commingled materials: 
All types of paper, paper-

board, and cardboard; 

#1-7 Plastic and all glass 

bottles; 

Aluminum and steel cans, 

pie plates, foil (rinsed) 
NO FOAM waste – place in 

trash 

Use clear plastic bag lin-

ers; lift bin lid to discard 

items that don’t fit 

through slot/hole 
Orders of service, office 

paper, newspapers, 

phone books, catalogs, 

magazines, boxes, enve-

lopes with windows, etc. 

Flatten boxes; tear large 

pieces 

Rinse, drain bottles and 

cans   
  
  

Tall blue containers in 

kitchen, near the west 

entrance, office, and 

downstairs. 
Take to recycle bin out-

side in the fire truck turn 

around area 

 If your refuse carrier 

does not take some  

recyclables collected at 

church, deposit them 

directly into AUUC’s  

recycle dumpster  

outside. 

NOTE:  We are no longer collecting food waste for composting.  Please dispose of food waste in the trash or 
garbage disposal.  If someone wishes to take home coffee grounds for composting, please do. 


