
AUUC is an open and nurturing community of faith.  We foster each individual’s spiritual journey, and we 
share common values while honoring a diversity of beliefs.  Together, we cherish our connection to nature, 

and we act to transform our world into a more embracing and just community. 

The Accotink Unitarian 
November 2017 

Interim Minister:  Rev. Linda Olson Peebles             Director of Spiritual Development: Lara Profitt 

 

In the Interim… 

 

 

 November will be a big 
month for Accotink.  I hope 
everyone makes an effort to 
be present, to strengthen your 
connections to the community 
and to deepen our 
appreciation to things which 

matter and the faith which sustains us.  Nov 5, the 
Dedication of the Memorial and Meditation Garden; and 
Nov. 11, the Auction – are both celebrations in their own 
ways, acknowledging our deep commitment to the 
reverence we hold for life and death, and then coming 
together with joy and generosity to make sure our values 
can be sustained financially.   

 This November our faith will connect us with the 
wider world – as we “Get Out the Vote” and then vote 
November 7.  November 12 the new Social Justice study 
focus this year will be introduced: inclusion and welcome 
to those with needs and abilities differing from the 
majority.  November 19 many of us will join other faith 
communities at the annual Burke/Fairfax CROP Walk.  
And of course, this is the season to consider what we can 
give thanks for.  Offering appreciations is a powerful 
spiritual practice. 

 I encourage everyone to take some time this month 
to connect with one another.  Invite someone to coffee, 
take time after church, get to know someone and let 
them get to know you.  And, introduce someone you do 
know to someone else to get to know!  The meaning and 
power of our faith community gets stronger when we 
nurture our connections with one another.       

 

Rev. Linda 

Ongoing Registration for RE 

November 5 Dedication Ceremony for Accotink 
Memorial 

November 7 Remember to Vote! 

November 11 AUUC Services Auction—3:00 p.m. 

November  12 paws4people  Outreach collection   - 
continues throughout November  

November 13 Buddhist Mindfulness course  —
Mondays at 7:30  (5 weeks) 

November 19 Crop Walk—Registration 1:30  - Fairfax 
Presbyterian Church 

November 23 Happy Thanksgiving! 

December 2 Ease into the Season 4:00 p.m.  

January 7-14 Hypothermia Shelter  

June/July Join Mt. Vernon Unitarian Church For a 
Pilgrimage to Transylvania 

Social Justice Study Issue:  

Focus on Special Needs,  

What is Our Responsibility? 

 The Social Justice Committee has chosen to focus our 
yearly program on people with special needs in terms of 
our personal and collective responsibility to these people. 
How can we be welcoming to them? What is the best way 
to interact with each individual? What can we do as a 
society to meet their needs? How can we honor our UU 
principles for them? 

Our tentative plans for this year include: 

• November 12 - a kick-off sermon by Rev. Linda  

• December – an open conversation 

• January – a film showing 

• February – a book discussion  

• March – a panel forum explaining what is going on in 
the community 



A Note from the President  and the Council Chair 

 In other news, the Board of Directors has selected a Settled Minister 

Search Team.  The members are:  

• Natasha Barnes    

• Jenn Carlson 

• Diane Clayton 

• Jan Forsyth 

• Jim Girard 

• Ed Kringer 

• Nancy Melito 

• Steve Purdy 

 Please join us in thanking these volunteers for their time and energy as they 

move forward in the search.  We are very grateful for their work. 

 On November 5, we will be dedicating our new Memorial Garden. This event 

culminates nearly 15 years of effort by a small group of very committed 

AUUCers headed up by Don and Peggy Eckerman. The new Memorial Garden 

now provides us with a peaceful, contemplative place commemorating our 

families and friends. Please join us on this day to dedicate this sacred space. 

In faith,   

Connie Diamant, Board President 

Judy Usherson, Program Council Chair 

 

PS: REMEMBER THE AUCTION IS NOV 11 AT 3 PM 

 

The Accotink Unitarian 

Accotink Unitarian Universalist Church 
10125 Lakehaven Ct. 

Burke, VA 22015 
703-503-4579 

administrator@accotinkuu.org 
www.accotinkuu.org 
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 Ok, it’s just a little trite  but you get the point. Our Annual Services 
Auction is on Saturday,  Nov 11, 2017 starting at 3 PM. This is our BIGGEST 
and MOST IMPORTANT fundraiser of the year and it will a FUN, GREAT 

afternoon and evening. The Auction Committee has a super-duper time 
planned for all of us: 

 First, the Auction will start at 3 PM with a downstairs children’s 
program, too. 

 Second, Dinner will be served just after the Auction 

 Third, Dance  to the music with a 3-piece combo band for our 
entertainment. 

This is the SOCIAL EVENT of the year and NOT TO BE MISSED! 

mailto:interimminister@accotinkuu.org
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Coming Up at Accotink -  November Services 

Year-long Theme – Reimagining the Common Good 

 

 

                                                                                                                                  
 

 

Sunday, November 5  -   For All the Saints 

 In this service marking the traditional “All Souls Day” we will give thanks for our ancestors, and for the power of a 
community which connects the generations and remembers those who have come before and those who will follow.   
Rev. Linda is preaching, the choir is singing. 

 

Ceremony of Dedication of the Memorial and Meditation Garden  The closing part of the 10 am service will take 
place outdoors to dedicate the newly installed garden, designed to hold names and ashes of those who have 
died, and to offer a place of solace and meditation.  Connie Diamont, congregational President, and Rev. Rebecca 
Cohen Benner, former Accotink minister, will join Rev. Linda in leading this brief ceremony. 

 

Sunday, November 11 -  Inclusive Communities for Special Needs 

 How can individuals and communities offer support and welcome to people and families whose lives are affected by 
physical or mental conditions which make their experience of living in our society different or even challenging?  Rev. 
Linda has invited Accotink leader Jeff Wilklow to join her in this service.  Jeff is past president of The Arc of Northern 
Virginia and currently serves as a member of The Arc’s Foundation Board. 

 

Sunday, November 19  -  Appreciation:  Yeast for the Rising 

 Give your life a lift – by taking time to focus on what gives us energy, what makes us smile, what gets us up in the 
morning.  On this Sunday before Thanksgiving, Rev. Linda will share baked goodies and preach about putting your faith in 
the power of offering thanks.  Members of our Senior High Youth Group will participate, and our 2nd “Walk-On Choir” will 
sing. 

 

Sunday, November 26   An Attitude of Gratitude 

 This service will include all ages for the whole hour, as the community gathers at the end of the national Thanksgiving 
weekend.  Church members will express thanks for what faith has given them.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bring a Friend to Church!   You Are Our Best Growth Strategy! 
 The best way to grow our church and spread the message of our life-saving ministries is YOU. Word of mouth and 
personal invitation are the most powerful and lasting ways we grow our church. So if there is someone you know 
searching, or someone who you know we would benefit from having among us, ask him/her/them to come to church 
with you. Offer to drive them, and help us expand our horizons as only those who have waited for us all their lives and 
then find us truly can. Let us not keep our “Spiritual Home Beyond Belief” under a barrel; let its light – your testimony – 
shine bright and long. 

November Theme :  Faith 

Service Information 

Sunday Service is at 10 am  

We welcome members, friends, and visitors to our Sunday services.    Religious education 
programs are  provided for toddlers through  12th graders during the service.    A nursery is 
available for infants and toddlers.  Please join us for coffee and  conversation after the service. 



 Please join us on Sunday November 5th for the 
dedication!  The dedication ceremony will close the 
Sunday service that day.  And please stay after for the 
youth pancake breakfast. 
 Even as we plan the dedication, we are moving 
forward with necessary additions to the garden.  We 
would like to add two additional benches on the far end 
of the garden, near the cenotaph wall.  And the first 
cremorial is full and we are planning to install an 
additional cremorial top this next spring. 
 A cremorial niche is $1950 and the name cover will be 
the cost of acquisition at the time of need.  A cremorial 
name cover is currently $180 plus shipping.  A cenotaph 
wall space is $850 and the plate will be the cost of 
acquisition at the time of need.  A cenotaph plate is 
currently $74 plus shipping.  An indoor tree leaf is $500 
including the cost of the leaf and engraving.  

 How can we help you ask?   We continue to welcome 
donations as well as sales of memorial options.  Or would 
you or a group of you like to purchase a bench for the 
garden?  Benches are $1200 which includes purchase and 
installation.  Engraving of a bench is estimated to be $110 
plus $5.25 per letter of the message.  See anyone from the 
committee for details.  
 Recently revised brochures with all the details are 
available in the foyer of the church, and If you have any 
questions or comments, just send us a note at 
memorials@accotinkuu.org or speak with any of the 
committee members.  The committee members are:  
Peggy Eckerman, Ed Kringer, Herb Bartlett, Susan Brown 
and Don Eckerman. 
 
 Until next time, thanks for reading! 

 Registration for religious education is ongoing.  You 
can easily register your child online . 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Hypothermia Shelter— 

Mark Your Calendar  1/7—1/14/18 

 AUUC will again support the Bailey’s Crossroads 
Community Shelter with their Hypothermia program.  As 
before, Bailey’s will be responsible for feeding our guests 
breakfast at their facility and providing transportation to 
and from AUUC.   They will also provide the overnight 
staff.  We will provide a warm place for our guests to 
sleep and dinner each evening.  This year, we expect to 
host at least 30 guests each evening from January 7 - 14.  
Please mark your calendars and look for the Sign-up 
Genius to be posted toward the end of November.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Ed Kringer .       

 

 

mailto:memorials@accotinkuu.org


OUR CONGREGATION 

Accotink – a friendly, welcoming community of interesting, caring, and fun-loving people 
Editor: Toni Acton 

 

 Are you a poetry lover or are 
you interested in becoming a 
poetry lover? 

 

 This group is open to anyone 
with an interest in reading and understanding poetry.  We 
typically meet the second Wednesday of every month in the 
evenings at 7:30 p.m., with dessert, coffee, tea or soft drinks 
and great conversation. 

 

Date: Wednesday, November 8 

Poet:  Alfred Lord Tennyson 

Host: Chris Stunkard 

803 Monument Square 

Woodbridge, VA 22191 

 

Please RSVP to Chris if you plan 
to attend . 

Caring Connections 

 
                 Omitted from web edition.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join the nUUners in November  

 This popular AUUC informal discussion group normally 
meets the second and fourth Mondays of the month from 
11:15 a.m. to 1 p.m.  All interested persons are welcome to 
bring a bag lunch and join us in the church gallery.  We chat 
and socialize until noon, and then start the day’s discussion 
on a topic chosen in advance and led by a member of the 
group.  The group participates in setting up the tables and in 
cleaning up afterwards.  Coffee and tea are available, and 
desserts/fruit are provided by members on a voluntary basis.  
The topics for November are: 

• November 13 - An Appreciative Inquiry: What Lights Up 
Your World?  Rev. Linda and the Transition Team will 
lead the discussion and Marilyn Parker will provide 
refreshments. 

• November 27 – Accotink and its History.   Jon Vrana and 
Warren McLaine will lead the discussion and JoAnn 
Sanches will provide refreshments. 

Mindfulness Group  starts November 13 

 Mike Heilmann and Jean Hellwege will be offering a 5-
week course in Buddhist Mindfulness designed to get you 
started on a journey toward greater peacefulness in your 
life. It will be held on Mondays at 7:30 p.m., starting 
November 13, in the sanctuary. Call Mike  or Jean  for 
questions and recommended reading. 



 In an era of unprecedented abundance, nearly 800 
million people around the world face hunger.  Not only do 
one in nine people not get adequate food, but 
approximately 16,000 children die from hunger-related 
causes every day.  And it’s not just ‘somewhere else’….in 
the U.S. more than 13 million children live in "food 
insecure" households, while in Fairfax County alone, more 
than 74,000 people have limited access to food. This 
should be unacceptable, and you can do something to 
help.      

 Over 110,000 CROP Walkers nationwide have been 
walking annually to improve the lives of hungry and 
impoverished people since 1969.  Locally, more than 6,200 
Burke/Fairfax CROP Walkers have raised over $450,000 to 
relieve hunger globally through Church World Service, and 
over $113,000 to help hungry people in our own 
community in the past 24 years.  Last year alone, our 315 
walkers raised $42,071.   

 AUUC has participated for over 15 years and the 
tradition continues.  On Sunday, November 19, hundreds 
of residents in Burke/Fairfax and surrounding 
communities will participate in the 25th annual Burke/
Fairfax Area CROP Hunger Walk to raise funds and 

awareness to combat hunger and provide disaster relief.  
These walkers will change lives, including victims of our 
three hurricanes.   

 This is a family-friendly walk, not a race, and fun for all 
ages including babies in strollers and pets.  The walk 
begins and ends at Fairfax Presbyterian Church (10723 
Main Street, Fairfax} and participants may choose either 
the 2.8 mile or shorter Golden Mile option.  Registration 
begins at 1:30 and the walk begins at 2 p.m.  Upon 
completion, participants will enjoy refreshments, awards 
and live entertainment.  

 Twenty-five percent of the money raised in the Burke/
Fairfax Walk stays in the local community to support the 
important anti-hunger and emergency assistance provided 
by Ecumenical Community Helping Others (ECHO) and 
Western Fairfax Christian Ministries (WFCM). 

 To register as a walker on the AUUC Team or to 
donate to one of our walkers, go to 
www.burkecropwalk.org.  Click on either ‘join a team’ or 
‘donate’ and then look for AUUC at the bottom of the 
page.  For more information, contact Ed Kringer . 

 

Looking for a Way to Help --  

Local CROP Walkers  

Have Been Changing Lives 

for 25 Years  

 

Join Us November 19th! 

Still Needed  

1st and 4th Sunday Fair Trade Sellers 

 Hey…we really need YOU! We are urgently seeking a 
couple of people to sell Fair Trade products regularly or 
occasionally, but especially  on the 1st or 4th 
Sundays.  Team up with a friend or commit to one Sunday 
a quarter.  This is a super easy way to connect with people 
after the service and help green our church. The supplies 
are in a small rolling cart, and a quick training session is 
available at your convenience. And we can tap a substitute 
list if you have a last-minute emergency.  Contact Marge 
Runge to volunteer or for more information. 

Green Sanctuary Committee  

November 5th Meeting 

 We welcome adults and teens to assist in the greening 
of AUUC. Our next gathering is Sunday, November 5, at 
11:20 a.m. in the Darwin Room.  We've done some initial 
planning, and are always open to new ideas and 
volunteers.  Contact co-chairs Marsha White or Mary Rose 
Janya for more information.  Attending meetings is not a 
requirement; we all are responsible for making "green" 
happen in our lives, our church and our local 
community.  Join us! 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.burkecropwalk.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join Mt. Vernon Unitarian Church  

For a Pilgrimage to Transylvania 

 Mt Vernon Unitarian Church’s Partner Church 
Committee is planning a trip to Budapest and Transylvania 
this summer. Tentative dates are June 27-July 11, 2018. The 
initial plan is to travel from Washington DC to Cluj/
Kolozsvar, the center of Unitarianism in Transylvania, to 
Torda (it’s the 450-anniversary year of the Edict of Torda), 
then to Szentharomsag, our partner village for 3-4 days. 
We will enjoy home stays with families, some local tours 
to neighboring villages, to Sighisoara, birthplace of Vlad 
Dracul and a walled medieval city and to Szekelyderz, a 
UNESCO World Heritage site. Other potential stops 
include Sibiu, a fortified Saxon city; Alba Julia, burial place 
of the only Unitarian king; Deva, to visit the citadel where 
Francis David was imprisoned and later died as a martyr. 
The trip will end with a few days in lovely Budapest, 
Hungary.  An optional pre-trip extension to visit the 
painted monasteries in Maramures is also a possibility. 
 Interested? Please contact Lisa Gillispie, 
lisagillispie@earthlink.net, 703-899-8070.  Marsha White 
and Judy Robison have made a previous pilgrimage with 
the Mt Vernon group, and can answer general questions. 

November Outreach Collection  

for paws4people  Sunday, November 12 

 “Assistance Dogs Transforming Lives” is the motto of 
paws4people, the recipient of our outreach collection in 
November.   
 Thanks to our congregation’s generous donations to 
paws4people over the past 
three years, we were given the 
opportunity to name a puppy 
from one of their litters born 
last January. Accotink’s puppy 
“CHESSIE” is now in the prison 
training program - on her way to 
becoming an Assistance Dog.  
 Founded in 1999 by Kyria 
Henry (12 years old at the time), the paws4people 
foundation has provided over 500 trained, certified and 
insured Assistance Dogs for two general groups:  

• Children and adolescents with physical, neurological, 
psychiatric, and/or emotional disabilities, 

• Veterans and Service Members with Chronic/Complex 
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (C-PTSD), Traumatic 
Brain Injuries (TBI), and Military Sexual Trauma. 

 The paws4people foundation runs a unique training 
process that changes human lives all along the way. At 
five months, the puppies enter the paws4prison training 
program where each puppy is assigned to an inmate or 
inmate team in one of five West Virginia correctional 
centers.  Inside these prisons, specially selected and 
trained inmates are responsible for the care and training 
of the puppies 24/7 in basic and advanced obedience skills  
 

 
 
until the puppies are 15-20 months old.  To qualify as 
inmate trainers, they have completed a rigorous academic 
curriculum and leadership classes.  Currently there are 
about 130 inmate trainers. 
 As the training process nears its end inside the prisons, 
each dog chooses its client through the “bump” process.  
Customized transfer training continues after the prison 
experience to teach the client how to interact with their 
new dog as well as giving the dog an opportunity to get to 
know his or her new family. By 24 months, the dog is 
ready to go home with their new client. The service dogs 
are placed with clients at no charge, although many 
recipients voluntarily set individual fund-raising goals to 
“pay-it-forward” so more service dogs can be provided for 
more people. Each year, 40-50 service dogs are placed 
with clients in 25 states and Canada. 
 To read heartwarming stories of how so many lives 
have been transformed through paws4people programs, 
visit http://paws4people.org/the-people/clients/.   Inmate 
trainers’ lives are changed as well, and through 
participation, many move forward with their lives on a 
more positive and productive path; eight former inmate 
trainers now work for paws4people.  
 On November 12 and anytime in November, please 
place your contribution in the collection basket or send 
your check to the office. Make your tax-deductible check 
payable to AUUC with 
paws4people on the 
memo line. Donations may 
be made throughout the 
month. 

Heritage Pilgrimages 

 There are travel/pilgrimage opportunities 
through the UU Partner Church Council to 
both Romania and India.  This is a great way to 
experience our Unitarian history in Romania/
Transylvania.  In both locations, local Unitarian 
connections are made.  
  
For details, go to:  
http://www.uupcc.org/pilgrimages/pilgrimage-
opportunities    

mailto:lisagillispie@earthlink.net
http://paws4people.org/the-people/clients/
http://www.uupcc.org/pilgrimages/pilgrimage-opportunities
http://www.uupcc.org/pilgrimages/pilgrimage-opportunities


 The next meeting of the Women's 
Book Discussion Group will be on 
Tuesday, November 21, to review Bound 
for the Promised Land: Harriet Tubman, 
portrait of an American hero by Kate 
Clifford Larson.  Sandy Beeson will host 
at the Burke Centre Library, Meeting 
Room 116, at 1 p.m. 

 
 

Continuing Schedule: 

• 12/19/2017 – Commonwealth: a novel/ Ann Patchett  

• 1/16/2018 – The Devil in the white city: murder, magic, 
and madness at the fair that changed America  

• 2/10/2018 – Storied life of A.J. Fikry: a novel  

• 3/20/2018 – Showdown: Thurgood Marshall and the 
Supreme Court Nomination That Changed America  

• 4/17/2018 –The Nightingale/ Kristin Hannah 

 

 Remember that all women -- Accotinkers and friends -- 
who like a good read and friendly discussion are welcome 
to attend or drop in at any of these meetings.   

For more information, contact Sandy Beeson. 

 
 
 

Holiday Gifts and  

Before Exams Pick-Me-Ups 

 
 As we roll into November and December, there are 
many opportunities to give clutter free and green hostess 
and holiday gifts. And, as the semester ends, and exam 
time begins, your favorite college student might enjoy a 
yummy care package.  Items to consider including are Fair 
Trade coffee (regular or decaf), chocolate bars and a 
variety of warming teas.  Adding some homemade 
cookies, bars, or trail mix are welcome extras for 
students, or adding a 
plant, pretty tea towels 
or a mug are favorites 
for a host/hostess.   
 Fair Trade products 
are for sale after most 
worship service. 

 

 

 

 

 

Clutter-Free Gifts 

As we move into the season of gift giving, think green and 
clutter free.  There are many websites full of ideas, so 
here’s one:  Slow Your Home, from a family who lives near 
Sidney, Australia.   
http://slowyourhome.com/ultimate-clutter-free-gift-guide/.   
 
For young kids give “Something they want, Something 
they need, Something to wear, Something to 
read.”.  Think experiences, not physical things.  Here are 
some ideas to stimulate rethinking your gift list: 
 
Restaurant Vouchers 
Weekend Away 
Movie Vouchers 
Travel Vouchers 
Theatre Tickets 
Sporting Tickets 
Concert Tickets 
Tickets to a Local Attraction 
A Massage, Facials or Other Pampering 
Cooking Lessons 
Music Lessons 
Learn a New Language 
Dance Classes 
Yoga Classes 
Consumable Gifts 
Gift Cards 
Etsy Gift Card 
iTunes Voucher 
Google Play Voucher 
A Discount Pass to Local Attraction such as skiing, indoor 
skate park, museums 
Give Yourself: homemade vouchers for your time or the 
gift of your skills 
Hobby Gifts: Hard to find vintage fabric for a quilter; a 
new set of brushes or paint for an artist; new gloves for a 
skier or snowboarder; quality garden tools for a gardener 
The Gift of Green: plants are beautiful, practical, clean the 
air, bring life and vibrancy; a planter box with herbs 
A Kindle/Nook/Digital Reader 
Ebooks or Vouchers 
Digital Magazine Subscriptions 
Spotify Subscription 
Photobook Voucher 
Recipe Book from Family and Friends 
 

 
 
 

 

Women's  

Book Discussion Group  

Tuesday, November 21 

http://slowyourhome.com/ultimate-clutter-free-gift-guide/.%20


Thank You, Mawlat Sponsors! 

 You did it again!!  Accotinkers have proved themselves 
wonderful allies for supporting education of poor children 
in India.  Together we collected $1671.50 for the Upper 
Primary students at our partner church school 
Mawlat!  Yes, this surpasses our goal of sponsoring 23 
children!  They are so very excited about what this means 
to the children’s education, and most grateful for your 
support and love.  Every penny is wisely spent. A big 
“Thank You” to each person identified below who 
sponsored one (or more, in parenthesis) students at the 
Mawlat Upper Primary School in Northeast India: 

 

 

 

AUUC Shoe Drive Reaches Out  

to Beacon House 

 Many thanks to everyone who brought in children’s 
shoes during our Soles for Souls and Bailey’s Shelter Shoe 
drive.  We delivered 18 pairs of shoes – sandals, boots, 
dressy shoes and very cool sneakers to Beacon House.  

  Many of their young boys and girls will enjoy having a 
new pair of shoes for school or play.   

Supported by UU churches in the DC area, Beacon House 
serves more than 150 children and youth in Edgewood 
Commons, Northeast DC’s Ward 5, by providing after-
school academic and enrichment programs.  

 

Whitehall Farm Visit and Market 

 Thanks to the dozen folks who visited Whitehall Farm 
on October 15. We had fun in the picnic area, and saw 
large pigs and lots of beautiful chickens.  Then there was a 
large corn maze and hay wagon rides.   If you missed the 
event, you can shop at the farm’s market in November, 
Wednesday- Friday 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m.; and Sunday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.; it’s closed Mondays 
and Tuesdays.   
 Go to https://www.whitehall.farm/calendar-of-
events.html to view events.  The farm is a source of locally 
produced and sustainable food, including fruits, 
vegetables, grass-fed meat, eggs, honey, and firewood. 

Ease into the Season 

  
 Join us at the church for some fellowship and to start 
the holiday season on a high note on Saturday, December 
2, 2017, 4 - 6 pm!  We'll "ease into" celebrating this 
holidays with seasonal activities such as crafts, holiday 
decorating, cookies, and cocoa. Geared to delight young 
children and their parents but open to all ages. If you 
would like to host a craft activity or game or contribute to 
our assortment of cookies and other treats, please 
contact Julie Schuck . 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Family-Oriented Christmas Eve Service - 

You Can Help  

 We need a host of participants of ALL AGES to lift our 
spirits with the traditions of Christmas. From reindeer to 
elves, from wise men to musicians, from stage hands to 
narrators, even directors, we need you. Involve the whole 
family and holiday guests! Visiting grandchildren 
welcome. We have speaking and non-speaking parts for 
cute toddlers up to lively adults. 6th graders and up are 
encouraged to help direct the performance and provide 
production support. Musicians are appreciated to delight 
us with their talents! Please sign up by December 4.  
 This year the performance will be held as part of 
the December 24th Sunday morning service at 10am. A 
recommended rehearsal will be held Saturday afternoon 
for the whole cast.  
 Watch for signup details or contact Julie Schuck  for 
more information. 

https://www.whitehall.farm/calendar-of-events.html
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FACS (Faith Alliance for Climate Solutions):  
 Stay tuned for information about the next quarterly 

meeting.  
 For more information, go to:  
https://www.faithforclimate.org/.  
 

Earth Sanga 
 This group runs the largest ecotype native plant 
nursery in our area. With an expansive garden at a 
Springfield park, there are lots of volunteer opportunities 
and information on plants native to our area.  For more 
information and upcoming events, plant sales and 
planting opportunities, go to  
http://www.earthsangha.org/wpn.    
 

Prince William Wildflower Society  
Water Quality Improvement  
and Promotion of Green Community 
• WHEN: Thursday, November 2; 7:30 p.m. 

• WHERE:  Bethel Lutheran Church, 8712 Plantation 
Lane, Manassas 

• DESCRIPTION: The Prince William Wildflower Society 
monthly meeting with program by Veronica Tangiri, 
Water Quality and Adopt-A-Stream/Pond Coordinator 
with The Prince William Soil and Water Conservation 
District. Ms. Tangiri will discuss water quality 
improvement and the promotion of Green 
Community in Prince William County.  

• COST:  Free and open to the public 

• CONTACT: Nancy Vehrs, telephone 703-368-2898 or 
email nvehrs1@yahoo.com 

• SPONSORS: Prince William Wildflower Society 
 

Wild Virginia 
 For outdoor activities, training, and information on 
how you can help preserve Virginia’s natural resources 
and beauty, go to: http://wildvirginia.org/. 
 

 
Sierra Club 
 With a major, important election on November 7, 
volunteers are needed every day until election night to 
canvass and call potential voters. Contact Samuel 
Zuniga at sambzuniga@gmail.com or call  956-457-
5344.  The office and launch location is on Rolling Road in 
West Springfield.  Hours for coverage are: Sat 10 a.m. 12 
p.m. 2 p.m. 4 p.m.; Sun 12 p.m. 2 p.m. 4 p.m.; and 
Weekdays 12 p.m. 2 p.m. 4 p.m.  For a Google sign-up 
sheet, go to  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSeXiBvK_UEEt9B2DEK1VlSL5kBgCvUn8Mcbo_4E5X
npEAy2FA/viewform?usp=sf_link. 
 
Hunting Creek, an Ecological Study 

• WHEN:  November 15 

• WHERE:  Huntley Meadows Park Visitor Center. If you 
use a GPS device to find the park, enter the park's 
address, 3701 Lockheed Boulevard, Alexandria, VA 
22306, not the park’s name.  

• DESCRIPTION: On November 15, Dr. Kim de Mutsert 
will give a presentation to the Friends of Dyke Marsh 
on the health and ecology of Hunting Creek/Cameron 
Run, especially the fish of this tributary of the 
Potomac River between Alexandria and northern 
Fairfax County. Her study researches water quality, 
fish, benthic macroinvertebrate communities, 
anadromous fish usage and Escherichia coli and 
micropollutant levels. 

 
 Dr. Mutsert is Assistant Professor at George Mason 
University and studies fish ecology in estuarine and 
coastal ecosystems, including the effects of 
environmental factors and anthropogenic impacts on fish 
abundance, biomass, community structure and fisheries 
landings.  These streams and the embayment are favorite 
sites for roosting gulls, migrating shorebirds and other 
birds, especially at low tide. The embayment receives 
treated wastewater from the Alexandria Renew 
Enterprises wastewater treatment plant and inflow from 
Cameron Run. 

 
COST:  Free 
CONTACT:  Glenda Booth, gbooth123@aol.com 
RSVP:  Not required 
SPONSORS:  Friends of Dyke Marsh, Northern Virginia 

Conservation Trust, the Sierra Club/Mount 
Vernon Group and the Potomac Riverkeeper 

 
http://www.sierraclub.org/virginia/mount-vernon/
upcoming-meetings-and-events 

 
 

 

 

https://www.faithforclimate.org/
http://www.earthsangha.org/wpn
mailto:nvehrs1@yahoo.com
http://wildvirginia.org/
mailto:sambzuniga@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXiBvK_UEEt9B2DEK1VlSL5kBgCvUn8Mcbo_4E5XnpEAy2FA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXiBvK_UEEt9B2DEK1VlSL5kBgCvUn8Mcbo_4E5XnpEAy2FA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXiBvK_UEEt9B2DEK1VlSL5kBgCvUn8Mcbo_4E5XnpEAy2FA/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:gbooth123@aol.com
http://www.sierraclub.org/virginia/mount-vernon/upcoming-meetings-and-events
http://www.sierraclub.org/virginia/mount-vernon/upcoming-meetings-and-events


Recycle Your Electronics! 

      
 In Prince William County, residents can 
recycle three electronic items per visit for 
free at: 
• The Landfill: Wednesdays and Saturdays 

from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
• Balls Ford Road Yard Waste Compost 

Facility: Second Saturday monthly, 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. 

      

 For acceptable items and limitations, go to: 
http://www.pwcgov.org/government/dept/publicworks/
trash/Pages/Electronics-Recycling-Program.aspx. 
 In Fairfax County, residents (may be required to show 
proof of residency) can bring them any day to the I-66 
Transfer Station or the I-95 Landfill Complex. Accepted: 
computers and related equipment, TVs, gaming systems, 
stereos and other household electronic devices and 
cables.  
 Before donating or recycling, delete all personal 
information and remove all batteries as they may need to 
be recycled separately. Be even greener by considering an 
upgrade of the hardware or software on your existing 
device.  Cell phones and rechargeable batteries are 
accepted at the transfer stations and some government 
locations; for more information, go to  
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/recycling/recharge.htm.   

 

Locations: 
I-66 Transfer Station:  4618 West Ox Road, Fairfax 
Hours:   Monday - Saturday: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m 
   Sunday: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
I-95 Landfill Complex, 9850 Furnace Road, Lorton 
Hours:   Every Day: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

     

Carpool,  Bike, Walk, 

Jog to AUUC 

  
 Oh, that crunch of fall leaves and crisp, cooler 
days!  Now is a perfect time to walk, jog, or bike to church 
and view firsthand the beautiful colors of vegetation 
entering the dormant period. Be sure to bring a reusable 
water bottle and hydrate often. We provide a recycled 
plastic rack near the west entrance. Driving? Bring along a 
friend and have a great conversation about the worship 
service on the way home. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Bea Green,  

 Dropping kids off at our school in the morning is 
done in a fairly efficient and safe manner.  Safety 
patrols open up the doors of our cars to help the 
children out as the line moves slowly but steadily 
along.  The afternoon, however, is another story.  
Adults picking up their kids park wherever they can 
get a spot and sit there with their cars idling.  Seems 
to me they are wasting a lot of gas.   Can you tell me 
how long cars should be idling before they cause 
harm to the environment?   

Ivan Wundrun 

 

Dear  Ivan,  

 Your engine should be turned off when the vehicle 
is parked for more than 10 seconds, according to the 
EPA.  Idling can use a quarter to a half-gallon of fuel 
per hour depending on engine size and a/c use.  And 
here is a direct quote from the US Department of 
Energy that highlights another reason for not letting 
your car idle. “It’s especially important for caregivers 
waiting to pick up schoolchildren to minimize idling, 
because vehicle emissions are more concentrated 
near the ground, where children breathe. Poor air 
quality can contribute to asthma and other ailments, 
and children’s lungs are more susceptible to damage 
than adults’ lungs are.” 

  So, you are right to be concerned.  Hope you can 
spread this information to the idlers! 

 

Bea 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shred Days - Winter Pause 

 Fairfax County provides days for fee document 
shredding from March to October.  Look for new dates in 
2018 as soon as they are available, or go to:  
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/recycling/
shredding.htm.  Meanwhile, use those winter months to 
sort through papers and ready yourself for spring shred 
days. 
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Unitarian Universalist Principles 

WE, THE MEMBER CONGREGATIONS OF THE  

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST ASSOCIATION,  

COVENANT TO AFFIRM AND PROMOTE 

•   The inherent worth and dignity of every person;  
•   Justice, equality, and compassion in human relations; 
•   Acceptance of one another and encouragement to  
     spiritual growth in our congregations; 
•   A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 
•   The right of conscience and the use of the democratic  
      process within our congregations and in society at large; 
•   The goal of world community with peace, liberty and  
     Justice for all; 
• Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of 

which we are a part. 

ACCOTINK UU CHURCH  

10125 Lakehaven Court  

Burke, VA 22015-3907  
 

 

 

 

 

Recycling at AUUC! 

What How Where to Place Recipient/More Info 

Printer Cartridges Used Box on lower level near 

entrance by garden 

Spring Mar Preschool 

Paper or Reusable Grocery 

Bags 

Clean, folded Leave on upper level 

coat closet shelf 

Lorton Community  

Action Center’s food  

distribution program 

Box Tops for Education Logo on General Mills 

products 

Yellow covered can in 

gallery 

Weyanoke Elementary 

School’s low-income  

children 

Commingled materials: 
All types of paper, paper-

board, and cardboard; 

#1-7 Plastic and all glass 

bottles; 

Aluminum and steel cans, 

pie plates, foil (rinsed) 
NO FOAM waste – place in 

trash 

Use clear plastic bag lin-

ers; lift bin lid to discard 

items that don’t fit 

through slot/hole 
Orders of service, office 

paper, newspapers, 

phone books, catalogs, 

magazines, boxes, enve-

lopes with windows, etc. 

Flatten boxes; tear large 

pieces 

Rinse, drain bottles and 

cans   
  
  

Tall blue containers in 

kitchen, near the west 

entrance, office, and 

downstairs. 
Take to recycle bin out-

side in the fire truck turn 

around area 

 If your refuse carrier 

does not take some  

recyclables collected at 

church, deposit them 

directly into AUUC’s  

recycle dumpster  

outside. 

NOTE:  We are no longer collecting food waste for composting.  Please dispose of food waste in the trash or 
garbage disposal.  If someone wishes to take home coffee grounds for composting, please do. 


