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In the Interim… 

 

 Accotink is moving into an exciting “Season” – one in which we 
consider what we love, how we promise one another to walk 
together in love, and how we covenant to give financial support to 
this community.   

 Our Sunday morning chalice lightings will be words of peace; 
we’ll have Bingo cards to mark our acts of kindness; we will hear 
testimony from members about how AUUC has made a difference 
in their lives.  And after a joyous Pledge kick-off time of music and 
food February 10th,  we will commit our resources to making 
Accotink stronger than ever to “Forge the Future” that will make 
our love more evident. 

 Look around at all the good things happening in this 
congregation.  Look at the photo display of past ministers and 
current staff, and see the new bulletin board upstairs that features 
some of the excitement going on with our children and youth 
ministries.    

 The Transition Team and I will continue to ask people, “What 
makes you come alive?  What do you love?”  Look into your own 
heart and history, tell us what you see and let your visions become 
a part of the picture of Accotink UU Church!     

 

Rev. Linda 

 

 

 

 

February 3 Orientation 

For Newcomers to Accotink  

  

 The next 3-hour session Orientation to 
Accotink and UUism with Rev. Linda is on 
Saturday, February 3, from 9am to noon.   

 Sign up by emailing 
administrator@accotinkuu.org.  Let us know 
if you will need childcare. 

 At any time, if you have questions or 
would like to find ways to connect more with 
this congregation, Rev. Linda is very happy to 
talk with you.   

 Make an appointment by emailing 

interimminister@accotinkuu.org. 
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A Note from the President and the Council Chair  

The Importance of Generosity 

 

Our Dear Members and Friends, 

 It is again that time of year to kick off our 2018-2019 Pledge Drive.  Accotink 
remains a strong and vibrant community because we all take ownership of our 
Church.  This year’s campaign is, as usual, important .  But in some ways it is 
more important than ever.   

 We are beginning our search for a new minister.  It will help the Settled 
Minister Search Team to be able to show to prospective candidates that we are 
a healthy church, not just in our covenant to each other, but also in our 
finances.   

 For the past several years, your generosity has moved us from a precarious 
financial situation to stable and comfortable.  This year’s campaign is 
challenging us to be even more generous so that we can make some 
substantial enhancements in the religious education program and, relative to 
the minister’s search, provide funding to conduct a good search and to improve 
our ability to offer candidates salaries that are competitive for this area. 

 So, we are asking you to please come to the Pledge Kick Off on February 10, 
2018 at 5:30 pm for a wonderful Cabaret evening with our own Brad Rinaldo 
and Friends.  This evening is to thank you for your continued support.  It is 
through all of our generosity and care for Accotink that we are the truly a 
spiritual home beyond belief. 

 

See you February 10!!! 

Connie Diamant, President 

Judy Usherson, Program Council Chair 
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February Every Sunday:  (1) Kindness BINGO!   

and (2) Pre-Service TED Talk  

discussions at  9:00 a.m.   

February 3 Newcomers Orientation -  Saturday, 9am to Noon  

February 4 Outreach collection  for OAR.    
Townhall Meeting to discuss Covenant 

 February 10 Pledge Drive Kickoff - Saturday,  5:30   
An Intimate Evening of Music with Brad Rinaldo 
and Friends  

February 11 Meal Pack Assembly after church.   
(Next  assembly - April 15) 

February 21 Small Group with Rev. Linda  -   

3rd  Wednesday , 7-8:30 pm   

February 25 After Service—discuss Waist-High in the World: A 
Life Among the Nondisabled by Nancy Mairs.  

June/July Join Mt. Vernon UU Church For a Pilgrimage to 
Transylvania 

mailto:interimminister@accotinkuu.org
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Sunday Service is at 10 am  
 We welcome members, friends, and visitors to our Sunday services.    Religious education programs are  
provided for toddlers through  12th graders during the service.    A nursery is available for infants and toddlers.  
Please join us for coffee and  conversation after the service. 
 
 Bring a Friend to Church!   You Are Our Best Growth Strategy!  The best way to grow our church and spread 
the message of our life-saving ministries is YOU. Word of mouth and personal invitation are the most powerful 
and lasting ways we grow our church. So if there is someone you know searching, or someone who you 
know we would benefit from having among us, ask him/her/them to come to church with you. Offer to drive 
them, and help us expand our horizons as only those who have waited for us all their lives and then find us truly 
can. Let us not keep our “Spiritual Home Beyond Belief” under a barrel; let its light – your testimony – shine 
bright and long. 

February Theme :      Love 

Coming Up at Accotink -  February Services 

Year-long Theme – Reimagining the Common Good 

February 4  -   Known By Our Love   

Rev. Linda leads a worship hour of poetry and prose, music and mindfulness, to encourage us to lift up a truth of life.  
People know us and judge us more by how we treat others than by how we talk about it.  How shall we be known?   

 

February 11  -   Forging Our Future     

The congregation has fulfilled many goals and supported many lives in its first almost-40 years – from the dreams of 
the founders, to building a structure, to creating leadership structures, to reaching out to serve the needs of the 
larger community.  Now we stand on a threshold and extend the invitation, the opportunity to help forge a strong 
future by pledging financial support.  Let us be bold and visionary – so we can call a new minister, teach our children 
well, and offer the life-saving message of inclusive love to all of us wounded by the world.   

 

 

February 18  -   To Give of Oneself – That’s Amore!    

Rev. Doug McCusker 
We welcome back to AUUC former member and lay leader, Doug McCusker, whose call to ministry was nurtured in 
our church.  He is now in his third year as the Minister of the UU Fellowship of Fredericksburg, VA.     

  

Love is the purest form of generosity. It is a necessary antecedent before we can freely give 
anything that has no conditions or expectations attached. We must step out of our ego into that 
place of connection where giving and receiving form a unity of purpose. That’s Amore!  

 

 

February 25  -    The Arts: Love Alive    

This service will feature the guest violinist Olivia Voekel performing a beautiful concerto by Mendelssohn.  Rev. Linda 
will reflect on the arts. 

 



Share Thoughts on Congregational Covenant at February 4th Meeting 

 After almost two years of study, listening to congregants, and discussion, the AUUC Covenant Task Force has drafted a 
Congregational Covenant.  This version of our Covenant will be a companion document to the Bylaws and will be available 
to congregants. It will be reviewed as congregants consider signing our membership book. In addition, we expect it to be 
the basis of a shorter, more poetic Covenant that can be read during services as well as more specific covenants for groups 
within the church. We ask that members and friends of the congregation read the draft below and join us in a town hall 
meeting to discuss it after the Sunday service.   

 About 23 Accotinkers met with us on January 21st and we’ll be having another town hall meeting on February 4th.  If 
you’re unable to attend the meeting, please use the form below to send us comments.  We look forward to hearing and 
reading your comments on this draft!  We expect to have a single item Congregational Meeting in the spring for a vote on a 
final version of the Church Congregational Covenant.  

Believing that living together in peace is a spiritual practice, we, the members of Accotink Unitarian Universalist Church, enter 
into a covenant with one another to build a joyful community that is greater than a collection of individuals. This is a statement 
of our aspirations and is not intended to be a legal document. Members are asked to commit to our covenant when they join 
our church.  

 

We aspire to live AUUC's purpose in the following ways…by accepting that individuals are unique with their own gifts, needs, 
growth, limits, and identities while lovingly holding each other accountable for actions in the spirit of this covenant. 

• by acting, listening, and speaking in ways that respect the rights and dignity of each individual, our community, and the 
world at large. 

• by expressing ourselves with integrity through peaceful communication and listening with open hearts and minds. 

• by supporting one another in good times and bad, coming together in our safe community for life-enriching connections 
and experiences. 

• by being stewards of our community, acknowledging that church is an active pursuit enriched by many types of 
contributions.  

• and by working together for justice and equity in our congregation, surrounding community, and the wider world. 
 

 Though we know it is impossible to provide guidance for every human encounter, we hope all who come here will strive to 
conduct their relationships in the spirit that this document sets forth. Recognizing that we are all human, we aspire to forgive 
ourselves and others when we err from the covenant, work together to make amends, learn from our mistakes, and recommit 
to this covenant. Finally, we acknowledge that this is a living document, intended to be improved according to church 
community needs. 

  COMMENTS/SUGGESTIONS: (If not attending 2/4 Town Hall Meeting, send to Covenant Task Force  before  the meeting.)  
 

 

  I really like. . . .  

 

 

  Something that concerns me. . .  

 

 

  Have you thought about including. . .  

 

 

    
 Sincerely, (your name):                                              

       Contact me at this phone no./email:                                                                                    



 
 
 

Please join us for an  
"Intimate Evening of Music  

with Brad Rinaldo and Friends"  
to kick off our 2018 Pledge Drive.   

 

Saturday Night, February 10, 2018 
5:30 PM 

 
 This is a family friendly event!!  

But we will also have a movie and food 
downstairs as an alternative.  

  
Heavy Hors d’oeuvres and beverages will 

be served. 
 

Please RSVP and let us know if you will 
need childcare. 

 
RSVP at http://accotinkuu.org/signup 

Rev. Linda and the Transition 
Team have been asking 

groups to tell us what is 
important to them: what 
they love, what they are 

grateful for, what makes 
them feel alive.   

 

Conversations will continue 
in the new year.   

 

Here are pictures of what 
we’ve heard already.  The 
larger the word, the more 

times we have heard it! 

http://accotinkuu.org/signup


OUR CONGREGATION 

Accotink – a friendly, welcoming community of interesting, caring, and fun-loving people 
Editor: Toni Acton 

 

A Season for Nonviolence 

 Every year since 2006, AUUC has participated in the 
international observance of the Season for Non-Violence 
from January 30 to April 4 (the anniversaries of the 
assassinations of Mahatma Gandhi and 
Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.).  We 
observe the Season for Nonviolence to 
create an awareness of nonviolent 
principles and practices as a powerful 
way to heal, transform and empower 
our lives and communities.  During this 
season there will be chalice lighting 
readings at each Sunday service relating to non-violence 
and to our social justice focal issue of the 
year - understanding and developing compassion toward 
individuals and families living with special needs.  

 You can learn more about the Season for Nonviolence 
at the website http://www.agnt.org/season-for-
nonviolence.  There you can find a Living Peace Mandala 
(http://www.agnt.org/node/3) to guide you through 64 
days of reflection during the Season for Nonviolence, as 
well as a list of other resources for all ages at  

http://www.agnt.org/node/157.  In addition, our own 
Nancy Davis has compiled a list of children's books about 
peace; check it out at https://accotinkuu.org/wp-content/
uploads/2018/01/Season-for-Nonviolence-Books-January-
2018.pdf.  

 Volunteers are still needed! If you would like to lead a 
chalice lighting during this year's Season for Nonviolence, 
please contact Erica Steele.   

 
 

 

 

Caring Connections 

 

 

 

 

     Omitted from web edition. 

Growing and Learning 

RE News for All Ages 

 

Coming up in February: 
 

Kindness BINGO!   

 Our worship theme for February is “Love”, and what 
better way to show our love for our families, friends, 
colleagues, and community than with Kindness Bingo!. 
What is this, you say?  It’s exactly what it sounds like! Pick 
up a Kindness Bingo card at AUUC any Sunday in February.  
Complete enough tasks on the card so that you get a 
“bingo”.  Then, bring the card back to AUUC so that we can 
post our results and keep count of the total number of kind 
acts performed by our congregation for the month!  Can 
we reach 250?  500?  This activity is open to the entire 
congregation, not just children.  Bingo cards can be 
returned anonymously if you wish.   

 Help us have a LOVE-ly February!  

   
 

Adult RE Talks 

 The popular Sunday morning RE talks return in 
February.  This month we will focus our discussions on 4 
TED talks.  Participants will be able to view the talk during 
the session and then participate in discussion with fellow 
AUUC-ers.  Our topics include: 

• Feb. 4th: Disability (in conjunction with the Social 
Justice topic for 2017-2018) 

• Feb. 11th:  Effective conversation 

• Feb. 18th:  Stress 

• Feb. 25th: Religion 

 Talks begin at 9am! These are broad topics and will 
allow for lots of discussion.  This is a great opportunity to 
get to know other members and friends of AUUC.  No 
registration required – drop in when you are available!  
Childcare available for each session starting at 8:45am.  
 Peter Campbell and Lara Profitt are the moderators.  

 

http://www.agnt.org/season-for-nonviolence
http://www.agnt.org/season-for-nonviolence
http://www.agnt.org/node/3
http://www.agnt.org/node/157
https://accotinkuu.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Season-for-Nonviolence-Books-January-2018.pdf
https://accotinkuu.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Season-for-Nonviolence-Books-January-2018.pdf
https://accotinkuu.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Season-for-Nonviolence-Books-January-2018.pdf


Green Sanctuary Committee  

February  4 

 We welcome adults and teens to assist in the greening 
of AUUC. Our next gathering is Sunday, February 4, at 
11:20 a.m. in the Darwin Room.  We are currently reviewing 
two films to show in the spring and planning for Earth Day. 
We are always open to new ideas and volunteers.  Contact 
co-chairs Marsha White or Mary Rose Janya for more 
information.  Attending meetings is not a requirement; we 
all are responsible for making "green" happen in our 
personal lives, and in our church and our local 
community.  Join us! 
 Please notice the poster in the kitchen made by 
Lizette’s Girl scouts.  The troop will be working on an 
ecology badge and seeing some of the green steps we are 
taking.  We look forward to their ideas and 
recommendations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let Us All Learn About Being Disabled  

Join the February 25 Discussion 

  Do you have a disability that impacts your life? Do you 
understand what it’s like to become progressively disabled 
in a primarily able-bodied world? Most of us do not, but we 
have a chance to learn what it’s like and how best to 
interact with people who have a disability so that they 
may feel truly welcomed and appreciated for who they 
are.  

 Our social justice study issue for this year focuses on 
those with disabilities. Please join us in reading the book 
“Waist-High in the World: A Life Among the Nondisabled” 
by Nancy Mairs.  In a blend of intimate memoir and 
passionate advocacy, Nancy Mairs takes on the subject 
woven through all her writing: disability and its effect on 
life, work, and spirit.  

 On February 25, after the Sunday service, Jeff Wilklow 
will facilitate a discussion of this book. A few copies are 
available in the office for $20 
purchase (please see RW) or you may 
purchase a paperback or Kindle 
version at amazon.com or other 
retailers. May we all learn from each 
other. 

 

 

 

Join the nUUners  

Discussions in February 

 This popular AUUC informal discussion group normally 
meets the second and fourth Mondays of the month from 
11:15 a.m. to 1 p.m.  All interested persons are welcome to 
bring a bag lunch and join us in the church gallery.  We 
chat and socialize until noon, and then start the day’s 
discussion on a topic chosen in advance and led by a 
member of the group.  The group participates in setting up 
the tables and in cleaning up afterwards.  Coffee and tea 
are available, and desserts/fruit are provided by members 
on a voluntary basis.  The topics for February are: 

• February 12 – Statues and Memorials.  Dick Elliott will 
lead the discussion and JoAnn Sanches will provide 
refreshments. 

• February 26 – Immigration Myths and Facts.  Jill Jones 
will discuss myths and facts about illegal immigration 
as it relates to income taxes, Social Security, prisons, 
access to education, and health care.   Refreshments 
will be provided by Dick and Judy Robison. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Labels for Education 

Save ‘em 

  
 
  

 
 

 
 Our collection jar for labels is now back in the 
gallery.  Look for the clear container with a red top and 
yellow label.   
 We collect labels for Weyanoke Elementary School, 
one with a high number of children receiving free or 
reduced price lunches.  Ann Smith teaches at this school 
and Helen Heald volunteers there. 



 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 Are you a poetry lover or are you interested in 
becoming a poetry lover? 

 This group is open to anyone with an interest in 
reading and understanding poetry.  We typically meet 
the second Wednesday of every month in the evenings at 
7:30 p.m., with dessert, coffee, tea or soft drinks and 
great conversation. 

 
Bring a Love Poem on Valentine’s Day 

    
    

   Wednesday 

   February 14 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Host: John Long & Anamaria Viveros Long 

   
 

Please RSVP if you plan to attend:    

 

 

Women's Book Discussion Group 2/20 

 The Women's Book Discussion Group will meet 
Tuesday, February 20, to review the Storied Life of A.J. 
Fikry, a novel by Gabrielle Zevin.  Judy Robison will host at 
the Burke Centre Library at 1 p.m. 

 

Future Titles include: 

3/20/2018 – Showdown: Thurgood Marshall and the 
Supreme Court Nomination That Changed America / Wil 
Haygood  

4/17/2018 –The Nightingale/ Kristin Hannah. 

   

 Remember that all women -- Accotinkers and friends -- 
who like a good read and friendly discussion are welcome 
to attend or drop in at any of these meetings.   

  

For more information, contact Sandy Beeson. 

2018 Native Seedling Sale! 

 This year's Northern Virginia Soil & Water District’s 
seedling sale features shrubs and trees that are tolerant of 
deer browse. While no plant is completely deer-proof, 
these seedlings are less susceptible. They help clean our 
water and air, prevent soil erosion, provide valuable 
habitat, and add beauty and resilience to your landscape. 
 The Shrub and Small Tree Package features 10 
seedlings for $16.95. The Tree Package includes 6 
seedlings sold for $11.95. A full, nonrefundable payment 
must accompany your order by Wednesday, April 11, or 

until supplies run out. You will receive a confirmation 
receipt with a map to the pickup site at the Packard 
Center in Annandale. Orders may be picked up on Friday, 
April 20, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., or Saturday, April 21, 9 a.m. to 
noon. 
 Help streamline operations by paying online with a 
credit card, debit card or e-check. Orders for 2018 seedling 
packages open February 1.  
 Use this link: https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/soil-water
-conservation/native-seedling-sale#shrubs.   
 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/soil-water-conservation/native-seedling-sale#shrubs
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/soil-water-conservation/native-seedling-sale#shrubs


 

 

Why Buy Fair Trade Products? 

 

 Our Fair Trade products give small farmers a larger 
payment for their products. These farmers use 
ecologically stable and sustainable methods. It’s a small 
way we can support their work and enjoy items we 
routinely purchase.  The tiny extra we make through our 
sales supports the greening of our church.  Most recently, 
the Green Sanctuary Committee provided House and 
Grounds with $500 to retrofit florescent light with energy 
efficient LEDs in our downstairs classrooms. 

 Thanks to everyone for your generosity towards 
Beacon House in December. Not only did we deliver over 
73 Christmas gifts to the children and teens, but our 
December outreach collection totaled $1,983.  Accotink 
is one of the most dedicated UU churches in the D.C. 
region with our consistent support of this community 
ministry. 

 Another thank you for all the contributions of 
mittens, hats and other warm accessories to our Mitten 
Tree. This week, the Social Justice Committee delivered 

gloves and hats for the 20 children at Halley Elementary 
School that we also support with our weekend meal 
packs, No Child Goes Hungry/Accotink. School counselor 
Margie Ascierto is most grateful and will slip our Mitten 
Tree gifts into the students’ backpacks. We will deliver 
the remaining items to Beacon House to help keep these 
children warm as well!  

 All in all, Accotink families donated 37 hats, 45 pairs 
of mittens/gloves and two scarves. 

 

Thank You Accotink for Your Generosity  

Toward Beacon House and Halley Elementary School 



UU Heritage Pilgrimage to Transylvania 

and India 

 There are travel/pilgrimage opportunities through the 
UU Partner Church Council to both Romania and 
India.  This is a great way to experience our Unitarian 
history in Romania/Transylvania.  In both locations, local 
Unitarian connections are made. For details about UUPCC 
(UU Partnership Council), go to: (http://www.uupcc.org/
pilgrimages/pilgrimage-opportunities).     
 Mt. Vernon has invited AUUCers to Join them on their 
Pilgrimage to Transylvania and Budapest this summer. 
Tentative dates are June 27-July 11.  Interested? Please 
contact Lisa Gillispie, lisagillispie@earthlink.net, 703-899-
8070.  Marsha White and Judy Robison have made a 
previous pilgrimage with the Mt Vernon group and can 
answer general questions. 

No Child Goes Hungry/Accotink: 

February 11 Assembly and Thank You  

 Our fourth assembly of weekend meal packs for 20 
children at Halley Elementary School will be held after the 
Sunday service in the Sanctuary on February 11. If you and 
your family are available to participate, please sign up at 
www.SignUpGenius.com/go/10C0E4DAFAA2FA57-nochild3. 

 We delivered FIVE bins filled with weekend meal packs 
to Halley ES on January 9 which will provide nutritious 
food to the Halley ES children through the first few weeks 
in February. In addition, we delivered 20 sets of warm 
hats and gloves that you donated to our Mitten Tree for 
“our” Halley boys and girls. (The remaining mittens, etc. 
have been given to Beacon House children.) 

 Our No Child Goes Hungry/Accotink program is made 
possible and sustainable through the generosity of 
Accotink’s members, friends, and children. Thanks to 
everyone for your continued donations of specific food 
items. The handy “green” lists of the specific food items 
needed for our weekend meal packs are available in the 
Gallery along with a collection bin. 

 And one more important thank you.  At the Christmas 

Eve services, Rev. Linda announced the two collections 
would be designated for NCGH/Accotink. Thank you for 
your monetary donations totaling $821 which will be used 
to supplement the food donations and fill in any gaps. 
Monetary donations may be given at any time, with 
checks made payable to AUUC with NCGH/A (No Child 
Goes Hungry/Accotink) in the memo line. 

 Mark your calendar now for our Spring Weekend Meal 
Pack Assembly Sunday, April 15. 

 No Child Goes Hungry/Accotink is sponsored by the 
Social Justice Committee and the Children’s Spiritual 
Development Committee.  For questions, please contact 
Shelley Brosnan or Nancy Davis. 

http://www.uupcc.org/pilgrimages/pilgrimage-opportunities
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February 4 Outreach Collection - OAR 

  
 The February Outreach Collection is for Opportunities, 
Alternatives and Resources (OAR) of Fairfax County, a 
local nonprofit that helps rebuild lives and break the cycle 
of crime through its multifaceted programs for offenders 
and their families.  On February 4, Brandon Cosby, 
Director of Development for OAR will invite the outreach 
offering and be available to answer questions about OAR 
after the service.   

 The primary impact of OAR’s efforts is reduction of 
recidivism.  OAR meets with inmates and their families six 
months before release, making plans for successful  

re-entry by guiding folks through conversations about all 
matter of things, from looking for employment, to how to 
re-introduce oneself as a parent in the household, to 
sharing household chores and even providing couples' 
counseling so partners long-separated have a chance to 
start off on the right foot.  Founded in 1971, OAR is a 
worthy ministry partner.   

 The Outreach Collection for OAR continues 
throughout the month of February, and donations may be 
mailed to the AUUC office.  Please make checks payable to 
AUUC with "Outreach OAR" in the memo line.  Visit 
www.oarnova.org  for additional information.  

 
 

OAR’s Services: 

 OAR’s origins can be traced to a 1968 prison strike at 
the State Penitentiary in Richmond, Virginia. In response, 
several local churches convened a conference on 
Churches and the Correctional System. Following that 
effort, Jay Worrall, Jr. founded the OAR movement, which 
at the time stood for Offender Aid and Restoration. It was 
his vision of citizen visitors helping jail inmates that 
formed the original premise for the creation of OAR 
organizations around the country. OAR-NOVA works with 
persons involved in the criminal justice system and their 
families in Fairfax, Loudoun, and Prince William 
Counties.  OAR services in each area vary based on the 
community's needs and the available resources.  In 
Fairfax, OAR provides diversion programs, services for the 
incarcerated, post-release services, and family services. 

 The OAR diversion programs in Fairfax consist of two 
programs.  The first is the OAR Alternative Sentencing 
Program that allows first-time misdemeanor offenders to 
perform community service and participate in educational 
classes in lieu of a conviction and/or incarceration.  The 
second is the OAR Violence Intervention Program for 
community members charged with domestic assault. 

OAR maintains a close working relationship with Fairfax 
County Sheriff's office and facilitates numerous programs 
for the incarcerated inside the Fairfax County Adult 
Detention Center and Alternative Incarceration Branch 
(jail).  These jail based programs are designed to address 
specific factors that lead to criminal behavior and build 
skills that will assist inmates to successfully reintegrate 
into the community after incarceration.  The OAR Impact 
of Crime class is one of the jail based programs available in 
the Fairfax jail.  Impact of Crime is designed specifically to 
hold individuals accountable for their actions and to 
demonstrate the comprehensive impact crime has on 
victims and the larger community.  

 OAR also operates a Mentoring program.  Volunteer 
mentors are assigned while individuals are still 
incarcerated and the relationship continues for up to 12 
months post release.   

 Post-release services are available to address 
emergency and transitional needs at the time of an 
individual's release.  When an individual has greater 
needs, intensive services are available that can last for up 
to 12 months post-release.  Employment assistance is an 
important part of the services offered after someone is 
released from incarceration.  OAR Case Managers will 
work with individuals after release to ensure they are 
employment ready and will provide job leads to 
local businesses willing to consider hiring an ex-offender. 

 At any time during an individual's involvement with the 
criminal justice system, OAR offers services to the loved 
ones left behind.  Family services can include a Family 
Support Group, financial support, and children's 
programs.   

 OAR makes a difference in our entire community. 
Statistics clearly show that incarceration alone does little 
to eliminate crime or create a safer community. 
Recidivism (A tendency to relapse into a former pattern of 
behavior, esp. a tendency to return to criminal habits) 
affects not only the offender, but also the victim of the 
crime, the children and family of the offender, taxpayers, 
and the community as a whole. OAR provides 
Opportunities, Alternatives and Resources to rebuild lives 
and break the cycle of crime.  OAR programs and services 
have broad support in the community. 

 

AUUC is an open and nurturing community of faith.  We foster each individual’s 

spiritual journey, and we share common values while honoring a diversity of 

beliefs.  Together, we cherish our connection to nature, and we act to 

transform our world into a more embracing and just community. 

http://www.oarnova.org
http://www.oarnova.org/services/alternative-sentencing-a-court-programs
http://www.oarnova.org/services/alternative-sentencing-a-court-programs
http://www.oarnova.org/services/violence-intervention-program
http://www.oarnova.org/services/mentoring-program
http://www.oarnova.org/services/family-support-group
http://www.oarnova.org/services/family-support-group


 

 

 

 

 

FACS (Faith Alliance for Climate Solutions) 
 This interfaith, local organization is introducing the 
Fairfax to Zero Campaign, an interfaith effort lead by 
FACS to bring Fairfax County into a leadership role in 
addressing climate change.  Fairfax to Zero is an 
ambitious effort to promote local policies that will reduce 
greenhouse gases by 2% every year, reaching carbon 
neutrality in Fairfax County by 2050.  Questions? 
Email facsericg@gmail.com, or talk with Marsha White. 
  
 

Northern Virginia Soil And Water District  
Green Breakfasts 
 Green Breakfasts, facilitated by the Northern Virginia 
Soil and Water Conservation District, are bi-monthly 
Saturday morning gatherings to discuss environmental 
topics in a casual setting. Attendees include agency 
representatives, interested citizens and community 
members, students, lawmakers, members of the business 
community and representatives of local non-profits. Six 
green breakfasts are held each year. A tentative 2018 
schedule is as follows: 3/10, 5/12, 7/14, 9/8, and 11/10.  
 Go to: https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/soil-water-
conservation/green-breakfast-0 for more information and 
registration for a breakfast and or to join their email list. 
The breakfast on January 13 featured a speaker on salt 
use on roads in the winter. 
 
  

Virginia Master Naturalist - Basic Training 
WHEN: Thursday evenings from February 22 - May 17;  
   7-10 PM  (and includes four Saturday field trips) 
WHERE: Fairfax County Government Center,  
   12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax, VA 
DETAILS: Applications are now open for Spring 2018 Basic 
Training taught by local experts and covering topics in 
biogeography, ecology, geology, weather and climate, 
native flora and fauna, citizen science, interpretation, and 
much more! Applications with a check for $200 made 
payable to Fairfax Master Naturalists must be postmarked 
by January 26. 
CONTACT: See General information. Questions? Email the 
VMN Outreach Committee at vmnfairfax@gmail.com.    
SPONSOR: Virginia Master Naturalist Program 
  
 
 
 
 

 
Waterfowl Count 
WHEN:  February 3, 8 AM - February 4, 5 PM 
WHERE:  Dyke Marsh and Potomac River 
DETAILS:  Many species of waterfowl spend the winter on 
area rivers. Join your friends and help survey waterfowl in 
Dyke Marsh and on the Potomac River. The data is used 
to analyze trends and the health of the environment. 
More information 
CONTACT:  Email info@audubonva.org  
    or call 703-438-6008.  
SPONSOR: Audubon Society Northern Virginia 

  

Presentation:  
Evolution's Subtle Signs in Marsh Wrens 
Friends of Dyke Marsh Quarterly Meeting 
WHEN:  Sunday, February 25; 2 PM 
WHERE:  Mount Vernon Governmental Center,  
   2511 Parkers Lane, Alexandria, VA 
DETAILS:  Dr. Sarah Luttrell will talk about her work on 
evolution and speciation in the marsh wren (Cistothorus 
palustris). Dr. Luttrell studies how evolution works by 
studying subspecies of birds. She will examine how 
comparing multiple traits like plumage color, size and 
shape, vocal behavior and genetics in marsh wrens has 
revealed an exciting pattern of evolution in this bird. 
 Historically, Dyke Marsh was the only known nesting 
area of the marsh wren in the upper Potomac River tidal 
zone. Sadly, their numbers have been steadily declining; 
and surveyors have not confirmed breeding marsh wrens 
since 2014--probably largely because of habitat loss, but 
the cause has not been definitively determined. This is a 
free, public program. 
SPONSOR:  Friends of Dyke Marsh 
  

Sierra Club 
 Looking for a hiking or bicycling outing? Check the 
Sierra Club Potomac Outings (SCPRO) web site:  
http://www.sierrapotomac.org/. 
 

General Assembly and County Legislation Activists 
 Are you satisfied with the environment that you live in 
today? Would you like to get involved and influence your 
political representatives by calling or visiting your 
representatives with other team members--by 
participating in public hearings, helping to track bills, etc.? 
Sierra Club will provide any training or guidance that you 
need. If you are already involved, or would like to become 
involved, with your elected political officials at the 
commonwealth, county, or city level, please contact 
Norbert Pink at the Great Falls Chapter of the  Sierra Club - 
norbertsierra@aol.com. 
 
 
. 

mailto:facsericg@gmail.com
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/soil-water-conservation/green-breakfast-0
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/soil-water-conservation/green-breakfast-0
https://maps.google.com/?q=12000+Government+Center+Parkway,+Fairfax,+VA&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:vmnfairfax@gmail.com
mailto:info@audubonva.org
https://maps.google.com/?q=2511+Parkers+Lane,+Alexandria,+VA&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.sierrapotomac.org/
mailto:norbertsierra@aol.com


Recycle Your Electronics! 

      
 In Prince William County, residents can 
recycle three electronic items per visit for 
free at: 

• The Landfill: Wednesdays and Saturdays 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

• Balls Ford Road Yard Waste Compost 
Facility: Second Saturday monthly, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

      

 For acceptable items and limitations, go to: 
http://www.pwcgov.org/government/dept/publicworks/
trash/Pages/Electronics-Recycling-Program.aspx. 
 In Fairfax County, residents (may be required to show 
proof of residency) can bring them any day to the I-66 
Transfer Station or the I-95 Landfill Complex. Accepted: 
computers and related equipment, TVs, gaming systems, 
stereos and other household electronic devices and 
cables.  
 Before donating or recycling, delete all personal 
information and remove all batteries as they may need to 
be recycled separately. Be even greener by considering an 
upgrade of the hardware or software on your existing 
device.  Cell phones and rechargeable batteries are 
accepted at the transfer stations and some government 
locations; for more information, go to  
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-
trash/electronics 
 

Locations: 
I-66 Transfer Station:  4618 West Ox Road, Fairfax 
Hours:   Monday - Saturday: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m 
   Sunday: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
I-95 Landfill Complex, 9850 Furnace Road, Lorton 
Hours:   Every Day: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Bea Green, 

 Has the debate over plastic bottles vs. aluminum cans 
changed?  Seems to me I remember learning that buying 
soda in plastic bottles was the way to go, but now my 9-
year-old daughter says that her teacher told her that cans 
are better for the environment.  Can you clarify?  

 Anita Chekitout 

 

Dear Ms. Chekitout, 

 As you know, both bottles and cans are recyclable.  
However, aluminum recycling is much more efficient than 
bottle recycling. Manufacturers can reuse aluminum from 
reclaimed containers over and over again with little loss in 
quality.  Plastic bottles require petroleum, a limited 
resource.  Sadly, only 10 % of bottles are recycled, but the 
better news is that 50% of cans are.  

 So, I would have to agree with your daughter’s teacher 
on this one. 

 Bea 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shred Days Announced! 

 Fairfax County provides free personal document 
shredding for four boxes per car from March to October 
2018, one day in each district.  Here is the brand-new 
schedule: 
 
March 24 -  NBC-4 Shred Event at NVCC 8333 Little River 

Turnpike, Annandale 22003 
April 14 - I-95 9850 Furnace Road, Lorton 22079 

April 28 - Mason Government Center 6507 Columbia Pike, 
Annandale 22003 

May 19 - North County Human Services 1850 Cameron 
Glen Dr, Reston 20190 

June 16 - Springfield Government Center 6140 Rolling 
Road Springfield 22152  

July 14 - Kilmer Middle School 8100 Wolftrap Road, Vienna 
22182  

August 18 -Springhill Elementary 8201 Lewinsville Road, 
McLean 22102 

September 15 - South County Government Center 8350 
Richmond HWY Alexandria 22309 

October 13 - Sully District Government Center 4900 
Stonecroft Blvd, Chantilly 20151 

 

 Please go to the website to review what is accepted 
and what is prohibited: https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/

http://www.pwcgov.org/government/dept/publicworks/trash/Pages/Electronics-Recycling-Program.aspx
http://www.pwcgov.org/government/dept/publicworks/trash/Pages/Electronics-Recycling-Program.aspx
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/electronics
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/electronics
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/document-shredding


Unitarian Universalist Principles 

WE, THE MEMBER CONGREGATIONS OF THE  

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST ASSOCIATION,  

COVENANT TO AFFIRM AND PROMOTE 

•   The inherent worth and dignity of every person;  
•   Justice, equality, and compassion in human relations; 
•   Acceptance of one another and encouragement to  
     spiritual growth in our congregations; 
•   A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 
•   The right of conscience and the use of the democratic  
      process within our congregations and in society at large; 
•   The goal of world community with peace, liberty and  
     Justice for all; 
• Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of 

which we are a part. 

ACCOTINK UU CHURCH  

10125 Lakehaven Court  

Burke, VA 22015-3907  
 

 

 

 

 

Recycling at AUUC! 

What How Where to Place Recipient/More Info 

Printer Cartridges Used Box on lower level near 

entrance by garden 

Spring Mar Preschool 

Paper or Reusable Grocery 

Bags 

Clean, folded Leave on upper level coat 

closet shelf 

Lorton Community  

Action Center’s food  

distribution program 

Box Tops for Education Logo on General Mills prod-

ucts 

Red topped clear contain-

er with a yellow  

label on the Social  

Justice table in the  

gallery  

Weyanoke Elementary 

School’s low-income  

children 

Commingled materials: 
All types of paper, paper-

board, and cardboard; 
#1-7 Plastic and all glass  

bottles; 

Aluminum and steel cans, pie 

plates, foil (rinsed) 
NO FOAM waste – place in 

trash 

Use clear plastic bag liners; 

lift bin lid to discard items 

that don’t fit through slot/

hole 
Orders of service, office 

paper, newspapers, phone 

books, catalogs, magazines, 

boxes, envelopes with win-

dows, etc. 

Flatten boxes; tear large 

pieces 
Rinse, drain bottles and 

cans    

Tall blue containers in 

kitchen, near the west en-

trance, office, and down-

stairs. 
Take to recycle bin outside 

in the fire truck turn 

around area 

 If your refuse carrier does 

not take some  

recyclables collected at 

church, deposit them direct-

ly into AUUC’s  

recycle dumpster  

outside. 

NOTE:  We are no longer collecting food waste for composting.  Please dispose of food waste in the trash or garbage  

disposal.  If someone wishes to take home coffee grounds for composting, please do. 


