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In the Interim… 
 

 June’s theme of “Wisdom” 
provokes us to examine what it 
means to have understanding, 
perspective, insight to live our 
lives most fully.   
 The writer and UU minister 
Robert Fulghum wrote “All I 
really need to know about how 
to live and what to do and how 
to be, I learned in kindergarten. 

Wisdom was not at the top of the graduate school 
mountain, but there in the sandpile at Sunday School.”  
 Among the 16 pieces of wisdom he mentions are: share 
everything, play fair, don't hit people, clean up your own 
mess; don't take things that aren't yours; say you're sorry 
when you hurt someone;  when you go out into the world, 
watch out for traffic, hold hands, and stick together; be 
aware of wonder.   
 As we congratulate all those who are marking rites of 
passages that cluster around this time of year (graduations, 
marriages, anniversaries), may our good wishes include the 
prayer that they will always seek to find the deepest 
wisdom, those inner guides which will help them savor each 
day of their living.   
 June is also a month of passage from the “regular” year 
(in school, at church) into a summertime that shifts our 
schedules and our energies somewhat.  Whether or not you 
have a vacation in your plans, may the season ahead of you 
include time for rest, for play, for family.  I hope you will 
include staying closely connected to your Accotink UU 
community throughout the summer – as we continue to 
have quality Sunday morning experiences of worship, music, 
and learning for children and adults.   
Rev. Linda OP 

UU General Assembly 

 Rev. Linda will be in Kansas City, attending the annual meetings of the UU 
Ministers Association (June 18-20) and of the UUA General Assembly (June 20-24).  
This large gathering of UUs is an inspirational and powerful time every year.  Even if 
you cannot travel to join in, you can follow many of the events – either live through 
streaming, or later through pod-casts.   
 Go to https://www.uua.org/ga/off-site  to see a schedule of events  
which will be video-streamed. 

June 2 WEAR ORANGE 

Build Your Own Theology Class 1 pm 

National Gun Violence Awareness Day  
- Moms Demand Action events in 
Burke and Alexandria  

June 3 Flower Communion & New Member 
Recognition 

Annual Meeting - Vote on  Covenant 

Vote  on next year’s Outreach 
Collection  

June 9-10 Capital Pride Parade and Festival, 
Washington 

June 10 Barrier Busters meeting  11:30 in the 
sanctuary 

June 14 Fairfax County school board 
meeting - 7 pm  - wear purple for 
gender justice 

June 20-24 UUA General Assembly 

June 24 Summer Solstice celebration  - noon -
 - sanctuary . 

June/July Join Mt. Vernon UU Church For a 
Pilgrimage to Transylvania 

July 23-27 Camp Spirit Quest at AUUC 

August 19 Deadline school supplies for Beacon 
House 

September 17 Deadline Mawlat Student donations 

https://www.uua.org/ga/off-site


A Note from the President  

My Last Hurrah 

 

 This is my last newsletter article as your congregational president.  
I can’t believe how quickly the last three years have passed and how 
much has transpired in those three years.  During this time, we 
transitioned from our much beloved settled minister, Rev. Scott 
Sammler-Michael, to our Interim Minister, Rev. Linda Olson Peebles.  
What I thought was going to be a difficult and emotional time turned 
out to be a smooth and elegant move from one minister to the next.   

 Rev. Linda has been such an asset to AUUC helping us navigate 
through our feelings.  She is now an integral part of AUUC.  I am so 
grateful that the Interim Search team found such a capable, affable, 
and truly loving Interim Minister for us.  And I am equally grateful for 
Rev. Linda’s expert leadership, her questioning us and her ability to 
help us think through where we are going and what we want to do.   

 Quietly and behind the scenes, we also transitioned from an older 
version of our website to a shiny new one, thanks to the generous 
donation of Shirley Lotz.  We could not have done this without the 
guidance and knowledge that Debbie Cohen brought to the project.  
You have no concept the number of hours that Debbie put into 
making this happen.  What you may also not realize is that Debbie is 
the force behind making sure we all have information—from updating 
the website, to “This Week”, to information in the newsletter, to the 
order of service.  When I say, Debbie is the force behind this all, I mean 
a real force.  Debbie, Hats off to you.  Thank you so much for your 
service to the congregation.   

 (By the way, if you haven’t updated your profile on the website, I 
urge you to do.  The member survey is there and that will help us match 
our needs to who has the skills and is interested.  Please Please Please do 
so.) 

 And I want to thank each of you for your concerns, your efforts, 
your attendance, your pledges, both financial and physical, your 
contribution to making AUUC the fabulous community it is.  We are so 
strong because each member and friend is committed to the 
community.  We help each other out in times of stress; we laugh 
together in good times; we share sorrows to ease each other’s pain; 
and in times of calm, we are just there to be friends, companions, and 
a thriving community. 

 Thank you all for being part of Accotink.  It has been truly an honor 
for me to serve as your president.  I am so grateful for the support you 
have all given me and by extension AUUC.  AUUC is all of us!!   Please 
join me in congratulating the new Board of Directors and Kristina 
Watts as president after the June 3 election.     

 

Thank you for everything 

 

In Faith, 

Connie Diamant, Congregational President 
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Sunday Service is at 10 am  
 We welcome members, friends, and visitors to our Sunday services.    Religious education programs are  
provided for toddlers through  12th graders during the service.    A nursery is available for infants and toddlers.  
Please join us for coffee and  conversation after the service. 
 
 Bring a Friend to Church!   You Are Our Best Growth Strategy!  The best way to grow our church and spread 
the message of our life-saving ministries is YOU. Word of mouth and personal invitation are the most powerful 
and lasting ways we grow our church. So if there is someone you know searching, or someone who you 
know we would benefit from having among us, ask him/her/them to come to church with you. Offer to drive 
them, and help us expand our horizons as only those who have waited for us all their lives and then find us 
truly can. Let us not keep our “Spiritual Home Beyond Belief” under a barrel; let its light – your testimony – 
shine bright and long. 

June 3 – Gather the Spirit 

 We celebrate Flower Communion (bring a flower to share!), an old Unitarian tradition to celebrate community.  
And we recognize the members who have joined Accotink in this past year.  Rev. Linda will reflect on the wisdom 
revealed in our ministry together in the year just past, and urge us to look with excitement at the year to come as we 
enter our Annual Meeting! 

 Rev. Linda invites everyone who would like to “Wear Orange”, the symbol of those in sympathy with the gun 
safety movement.  

 

June 10 – Say It Loud, Say It Clear!   

 June is “Pride Month” and this Sunday we celebrate that through story and song.  Music Director Brad Rinaldo 
offers the anthem of the Rock Creek Singers “Make Them Hear You” and Rev. Linda encourages us to tell our own 
stories bravely, to help increase understanding in ourselves and others, so that we may all live freely and fully.   

 

June 17 – Fathers  

 Three Accotink UU members, who are also fathers, reflect on the wisdom they have gained from their own 
experiences of being sons, fathers, and grandfather.  Special music in this service includes a song from “Hamilton”.   

 

June 24 – Appearance vs. Reality 

  Longtime AUUC member and leader Paulette Lichtman-Panzer offers us her reflections on this subject.  Often, it 

is fully necessary to seem to know something as to actually know it.   Discerning  the difference between appearance 

and reality can challenge us in many ways.  

Coming Up at Accotink -  June Services 

Month of Sundays – Reimagining the Common Good 

JuneTheme :  

“Where is the wisdom we have lost in knowledge?  

Where is the knowledge we have lost in information?”    

 T.S. Eliot 



June events…. 

June 2 – National Gun Violence Awareness Day 

 The color orange has a long history in the gun safety 
movement. Orange is the color that Hadiya Pendleton’s 
friends wore in her honor after she was shot and killed in 
Chicago at the age of 15 — just one week after 
performing at President Obama’s 2nd inaugural parade in 
2013. Whether it’s worn by hunters in the woods of 
Pennsylvania, activists in New York City, or Hadiya’s loved 
ones in Chicago, orange honors the 96 lives cut short and 
the hundreds more wounded by gun violence everyday -- 
and demands action. Since the first National Gun Violence 
Awareness Day in 2015, hundreds of communities and 
organizations continue to commemorate that event by 
wearing orange and holding community events.   

 Here are two local events you can show up for, and on 
Sunday June 3 you are invited to join Rev. Linda and 

“Wear Orange” to church! 

• Sat., June 2 beginning at 8am   VA - Burke - Wear 
Orange at the Burke Farmer's Market!  Burke/Fairfax 
Moms Demand Action will be at the Burke Farmer's 
Market on June 2 to share National Violence 
Awareness Day and Wear Orange with our 
community. All invited to stop by. 5671 Roberts Pkwy 

• Sat. June 2  7pm   VA - Alexandria - 2018 Northern 
Virginia Wear Orange Rally.  At Market Square in Old 
Town, 301 King St, Alexandria, VA 22314  Join Moms 
Demand Action, Lt. Governor Justin Fairfax, faith 
leaders, survivors, community organizations, and 
business partners for our 2018 Northern Virginia 
Wear Orange Rally.  

 
June 3 – Bring a Flower to Church! 
 A custom adapted from a Unitarian congregation in 
Prague in the 1930s, the Flower Communion is celebrated 
in most US UU congregations annually.  We symbolize the 
beauty and meaning of community by sharing with one 
another a flower.  Please bring your favorite flower (or 2 
or 3) from your garden or the local store, to give away,  
And in return you will receive a beautiful flower from 
someone else!  In community, we give and we receive.  
(There will be extra flowers provided, so we can be sure 
every person will go home from church that day with the 
gift of a flower)  
 
New Member Recognition, June 3 
 We will be welcoming all those who have signed the 
membership book at Accotink during this church year (12 
so far!), in a brief but meaningful ceremony of 
membership during our June 3 church service. 
If you have joined since last summer, we hope you can 
attend!  If you would like to join this month, please be in 
touch with Rev. Linda (you can email her 
at interimminister@accotinkuu.org) and she will be most 
happy to arrange that! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

June 9 – Saturday DC Pride Parade  

 Join Rev. Linda for this joyous parade on Saturday 
afternoon.  The Parade starts about 4:30 pm.  UUs from 
around the DMV usually gather a few blocks from Dupont 
Circle at about 4pm – near 22nd and N Streets NW.  If you 
plan on attending and would like more direct information 
on time and place for the UU contingent, contact 
interimminister@accotinkuu.org closer to the date. 
 

Sunday, June 10 

Please Help Local UUs Foster Joy  

and LGBTQA+ Pride!!    

The DC, Maryland & Virginia UU Community wants to 
show its support for the LGBTQA+ Community by hosting a 
free “Crafting Pride” booth at the Capital Pride festival this 
year. The theme is “Elements of Us.” 
 Every person’s life is composed of a kaleidoscope of 
extraordinary parts, and we want to celebrate that 
diversity with a rainbow of craft materials at the booth, 
along with information about the UU community. 
Volunteers will help festival-goers create personalized 
symbols of their pride: friendship bracelets, beaded pins for 
clothes, face painting, rainbow flowers, etc. 
 We are looking for a handful of volunteers to help 
with the artwork. We are asking the broader community to 
either contribute funds or art supplies to the cause 
(rainbow beads, beading thread, DMC thread for bracelets, 
ribbons, rainbow tissue paper, pipe cleaners, poster paints, 
etc). All craft supplies should be brought to Accotink UU no 
later than June 3.  
 Those wishing to man the booth for a short period 
on Sunday, June 10, can SIGN UP HERE: Together with the 
Capital Pride Organization, let us as a supporting 
community stand tall, look forward, take a deep breath, 
and become who we are meant to be – confident, 
supportive, resilient, compassionate, and glorious! 

 

• Saturday, June 9 - The Capital Pride 
Parade begins  4:30 pm in Dupont Circle. 

• Sunday, June 10 - The Capital Pride Festival takes 
place from noon to 7pm on Sunday, June 10, on 
Pennsylvania Avenue/7th Streets NW, 
between the National Gallery of Art and the US 
Capitol.  

http://act.everytown.org/event/wear-orange-2018/11506/signup/?source=&akid=&zip=
http://act.everytown.org/event/wear-orange-2018/11506/signup/?source=&akid=&zip=
http://act.everytown.org/event/wear-orange-2018/10777/signup/?source=&akid=&zip=
http://act.everytown.org/event/wear-orange-2018/10777/signup/?source=&akid=&zip=
mailto:interimminister@accotinkuu.org
mailto:interimminister@accotinkuu.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0948adac2fa6f85-2018
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0948adac2fa6f85-2018


Liberal Religious Voices Needed for 

Gender Justice in Fairfax County Schools 

 

 Rev. Linda invites you to speak our values, to address 
an immediate  crisis in Fairfax Public Schools (see below 
for background). 

1. NOW - email encouragement to the school board 
to  “adopt the FLECAC report as written with respect 
to LGBTQ people.”  The comment portal 
is FLEComments@fcps.edu and is open until June 8. 

2. June 14 - Show up the night of the  vote at the school 
board meeting , 7 p.m., Thursday June 14,  at Luther 
Jackson Middle School in Merrifield. Wear purple. 
(come early to get a seat)  

 What's at risk?  Inclusive FLE (Family Life Education) is 
under attack from a number of conservative groups.   A 
national group with an anti-LGBTQ focus (Family Research 
Council) has become involved, and local voices are at risk 
of being drowned out.   

 Fairfax County Public Schools developed a Family Life 
Education curriculum more than 20 years ago with input 
from different parts of the community, which reflects the 
values of the county’s residents. This year, the advisory 
committee (FLECAC) added some language that is more 
inclusive of transgender students and transgender family 
members.  

 When discussing human sexuality at the secondary 
level, the curriculum will use the phrase “sex assigned at 
birth” to refer to the gender with which children are first 
identified. This language is accepting of people who are 
transgender or intersex, and is also the language preferred 
by all major American medical professional organizations 
(including the American Academy of Pediatrics, the 
American Psychiatric Association, and the American 
College of Physicians). This is a change only in a few 
lessons within the FLE curriculum. 

 FLECAC also advises broadening already-included 
information to high school students about treatments that 
reduce the risk of contracting HIV in very high risk 
populations (which include married couples in which one 
person is HIV-positive and the other is not). This step 
(called PrEP, for Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis) is 
recommended by the Centers for Disease Control as an 
important effort in limiting the HIV epidemic, and is 
approved for teenagers.  
 Parents, as always, may opt their children out of any or 
all of FLE. 

RE Summer News  

 Ah summer, that time of year when UUs traditionally 
take a break.  Some congregations don’t offer RE…some 
don’t even have services.  Why?  Is there something about 
summer that causes the work of the church to take a break?  
All of our social justice projects remedy themselves…for a 
month or two?  Are we tired?  Are we too busy to care?  Just 
what is going on here? 

 I’m very glad that AUUC doesn’t take the summer off.  
The work of the congregation is never done.  

 This summer we are offering a 6 week structured RE 
program for all ages.  Nursery will be open.  Preschool 
students are welcome to attend Playgroup – a time of 
centers play and outdoor play. Elementary aged students 
will be learning about the Greek Gods with Nancy Melito.  
We will be story-telling, art projecting, and game playing 
while learning about how Zeus and his family relate to our 
UU Principles. 

 Jr and Sr UUth will be using the D’oh God curriculum, 
which features discussions based on episodes of The 
Simpsons! This is similar in style to last summer’s curriculum, 
The Fifth Dimension, which was a big hit.   

 

 

 We are also happy to report that Camp Spirit Quest will 
be returning for the second year!  Camp will run the week of 
June 23rd – 27th at AUUC and is open to ages 5-12.  This year 
our camp theme is evolution.  Join us for a week of 
exploration! Learn about the interdependent web of 
existence and how all of life is connected. Starting with the 
Big Bang, journey your way through our evolutionary 
history and celebrate the miracle of existence. We will have 
special guests from AUUC and BRUU leading science 
experiments, nature walks, and bacteria exploration!  The 
cost is $150/camper with a multi-child discount.  
Scholarships available.  Email our DSD, Lara at 
dsd@accotinkuu.org for more information. 

 On a personal note, my family and I will be returning to 
VA in mid-June.  I’m so excited to get back to on-site work 
with you!  Hope I see you soon! 

 

Lara Profitt 

mailto:FLEComments@fcps.edu


OUR CONGREGATION 

Accotink – a friendly, welcoming community of interesting, caring, and fun-loving people 
Editor: Toni Acton 

 
          Caring Connections 

 

 

 Omitted from web edition…. 

Barrier Busters Meeting 

Sunday, June 10 

  

 As part of our Social Justice Study Issue regarding 
inclusion of all those dealing with disabilities, Rev. Linda 
will facilitate a meeting to discuss all the barriers to full 
inclusion that need to be busted. We are developing a plan 
for all groups within the church to address improvements 
we can make to become more conscious of and 
welcoming to all who are differently abled. We invite 
everyone who can contribute to this discussion to join us 
on Sunday, June 10, at 11:30 a.m. in the sanctuary.  

Celebrate the Summer Solstice  

on June 24 

  

 Summertime!  On Sunday, June 24, please join Sacred 
Wheel as we celebrate Summer Solstice, the longest day 
of the year, and the offering of the first fruits (think 
strawberries) in gratitude for the bounty that the Earth 
provide, and as the Full Moon of this month is called the 
Honey Moon, to appreciate the honey that the bees are 
now making, allowing us to make mead, that most 
famous of ancient drinks!  For three days the Sun, called 
Sol in Latin, appears to stand still, or is static, in its height 
in the sky, therefore Sol Stitia, or Solstice.  Summer 
Solstice, or Midsummer, is also called Litha (pronounced 
LEE-thuh). It is a time to enjoy the light before the true 
heat and humidity for which DC is famous, and to enjoy 
the green trees and the flowers that we hope will mean 
an abundant harvest for all.   

 Despite our high-tech lives, we still depend on the 
earth and sky to feed us, so bring the children and a dish 
to share afterward. We will begin at noon in the 
sanctuary, and feel free to bring something from your 
garden to add to our altar as we celebrate the Sun.  
 Please contact Nancy Melito for more information or 
to RSVP.  We hope to see you there! 

Carpool/Bike/Walk to Church 

 June can be a beautiful time to bike, walk, or jog to 
church and enjoy the area in full bloom.  Secure your bike 
on our recycled plastic rack near the west entrance.  If 
you choose to drive, bring along a friend to reduce your 
carbon footprint and have a great conversation about 
the worship service. 



 

 

 

 

 

June 3 Voting to Decide Next Church 

Year’s Outreach Collection Recipients  

 

 At the Annual Meeting of the congregation on June 3, 
members will have the opportunity to select the 
organizations AUUC will support with outreach collections 
for 2018-19, beginning in July.  Each member will be given a 
ballot listing all 15 organizations that have been nominated 
for consideration and may vote for up to 10 choices. (Two 
monthly slots have been reserved for collections for UUSJ 
and VOICE.) 
 For AUUC members who are unable to attend the June 
3 meeting in person, please refer to the letter emailed to 
the membership in mid-May which includes an explanation 
of how you may cast your vote. 
  Please click here https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1Qi0Ixu5GyK0G50S1Jh0HztYcjKvsk7xY/view?usp=sharing 

for facts and figures about all 15 nominated organizations. 

Then visit their websites and talk with the nominators to 

help you decide which 10 organizations you will select on 

your ballot.  If you have any questions, contact Nancy 

Davis. 

Sponsor-a-Student in Mawlat 

 It’s time to consider sponsoring one or more students 
enrolled at the Mawlat Upper Primary School. Our Social 
Justice Committee commits to sponsor at least 23 of the 
poorest students.  The only requirement is donating $40 
to sponsor one student for an entire year.  The money 
provides books, uniforms, school supplies and pays some 
incidental expenses.  All for only $40 per year!  The 
village has no internet connects; we hope there will be 
opportunities to communicate with students in the 
future. Mawlat is in a very remote location.  
 Did you know there are over 10,000 Unitarians in 
Northeast India, most very poor.  The Unitarians in this 
region operate schools that are open to children of all 
faiths (unlike most other religiously affiliated 
schools).  To fulfill our social justice mission in the larger 
world, our Social Justice Committee and AUUC supports 
the Upper Primary students at the Unitarian School in 
Mawlat.  In this small village, most of the residents live 
way below the poverty level.  This is the third year for 
our affiliation with this school.   
 Look for a display board in the gallery on select 
summer Sundays to see some of the letters the children 
have written to us in the past, along with some new 
photos.  
 Won't you sponsor a student?  If you can assist, send 
a $40 (more or less is very welcome!) check to the office 
or place it in the offertory basket by September 
17.  Please make checks out to AUUC with Mawlat School 
on the memo line.  Contact Marsha White for questions. 
 There are travel/pilgrimage opportunities through the 
UU Partner Church Council (http://uupcc.org/pilgrimages/
pilgrimage-opportunities). A trip to India is usually 
planned in February or March.  There are currently 
opportunities to go to Transylvania.  

For sharing stories, knowledge and 
experiences in everyday Buddhism. 
Join us for: recorded presentation of  
The Present Moment by Thich Nhat Hahn; 
discussion; silent meditation; and, 
weather permitting, walking meditation on 

 

Darwin Room, Room 125, 7-8:30 pm 
Contact Art Politano for more information. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Qi0Ixu5GyK0G50S1Jh0HztYcjKvsk7xY/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Qi0Ixu5GyK0G50S1Jh0HztYcjKvsk7xY/view?usp=sharing
http://uupcc.org/pilgrimages/pilgrimage-opportunities
http://uupcc.org/pilgrimages/pilgrimage-opportunities


 

  

 

  

 

 Are you a poetry lover or are you interested in becoming 
a poetry lover? 

 

 This group is open to anyone with an interest in reading 
and understanding poetry.  We typically meet the second 
Wednesday of every month in the evenings at 7:30 p.m., with 
dessert, coffee, tea or soft drinks and great conversation. 

 

Date:     Wednesday, June 13 

Poet:     E.E. Cummings 
 

Host: Connie Diamant 

   

 

 

Please RSVP if you plan to attend.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join the nUUners Discussions June  11 & 25 

 This popular AUUC informal discussion group normally meets the second and fourth Mondays of the month from 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.  All interested persons are welcome to bring a bag lunch and join us in the church gallery.  We chat 
and socialize until noon, and then start the day’s discussion on a topic chosen in advance and led by a member of the 
group.  The group participates in setting up the tables and in cleaning up afterwards.  Coffee and tea are available, and 
desserts/fruit are provided by members on a voluntary basis.   The programs for June are: 

• June 11 – Favorite Movie – Past or Present.  Claire Brown will lead the discussion and will provide the refreshments.  

• June 25 – Favorite Reads.  Marsha White will lead the discussion and provide the refreshments. 

 

 

 

 

  

 On Tuesday, June 19th, the 
Women's Book Discussion 
Group will  review A Man called 
Ove: a novel by Fredrik 
Backman.   We will meet at  

1 p.m. at the home of Jessica 
Burmester. 

 

 

 

 

Coming Up: 

7/17/2018 – Notorious RBG: the life and times of Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg by Irin Carmon & Shana Knizhnik  

8/21/2018 – Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult  

9/18/2018 - Hero of the Empire: the Boer War, a daring 
escape and the making of Winston Churchill by Candice 
Millard  

   

 Remember that all women -- Accotinkers and 
friends -- who like a good read and friendly discussion 
are welcome to attend or drop in at any of these 
meetings.  For more information, contact Sandy 
Beeson. 

 



Help Beacon House Kids Get Ready for School 

 With the assistance of area UU churches like Accotink, our local UU urban 
ministry, Beacon House, provides new book bags and school supplies to children 
enrolled in its program.  Shop those great summer back-to-school sales and pick 
up some school supplies for Beacon House children and youth.  Place your 
donations in the collection box in the gallery or on the upstairs coat closet shelf 
through Sunday, August 19.   
 Here's what is needed (new this year is magic Scotch tape, Post-It Notes, 
Clorox wipes, and hand sanitizer); there is a take-home, yellow flyer with details 
on the Social Justice bulletin board.  

Kits-for-Kidz 

 
 Want to shop on-line for school supplies with free delivery 
to Beacon House? Go to http://store.kitsforkidz.org/index.php/
beacon-house.html to order supply kits.   
 There are choices for Primary, Elementary and Junior/
Senior High at a cost of $13.75 per kit.  Orders must be made 
by August 6. 

Beacon House School Supplies 
Backpacks 

Child-sized backpacks 

Adult backpacks 

    

Writing/Drawing Materials: Paper Products: 
# 2 pencils Marble composition books 

ball point pens (blue or black) Spiral notebooks (wide & college ruled) 

8 count markers Packs of graph paper 

Crayons (24 or 64 count) Packs of wide-ruled writing paper 

Erasers (pink, pencil top, or large) Packs of college-ruled writing paper 

Packs of colored pencils 
Packs of 3x5 inch ruled index cards, 
white 

Highlighters- florescent yellow Packs of 3x3 Post-it Notes 

Dry-ease markers   

    

Other: 
Scissors (adult or safety blunt) 3-ring pencil holders 

Rulers (inches & centimeters) 2-pocket folders 

Calculators (basic and graphing) Packs of dividers 

Protractors and Compasses 3 ring binders (1.5, 2 or 3 inch) 

Glue sticks (small & large)     Boxes of tissues 

Bottles of white school glue 
Scotch Magic Tape and Refillable 
Dispenser 

Zippered pouch for pencils/supplies Hand sanitizer and Clorox Wipes 

Beacon House  

Summer Camp Update 

 Thanks to everyone who 
supported Beacon House and helped 
to save summer camp through Do 
More 24 and other recent 
contributions.  Shiree Skinner, BH 
Director of Development reports, 
“We are off to a good start towards 
hosting 90 children for summer 
camp. We raised $17,434 through Do 
More 24 and ranked 15th for money 
raised out of 470 organizations that 
participated. We couldn't do it 
without you.” Click here for a 
special Thank you video from the 
kids of Beacon House. 

 Beacon House lost their normal 
grant from the DC Government of 
$112,000 with little warning.  The cost 
of sending one child to Summer 
Camp is $1,245; supporting one 
counselor is $3,500.  Currently, 
Beacon House has raised just under 
$45,000 in this campaign.  Accotink’s 
Social Justice Committee has sent a 
Summer Camp donation from our 
congregation. If you’d like to 
contribute to “Save Summer Camp” 
or other BH programs, you may visit 
www.beaconhousedc.org/give, or mail 
checks to Beacon House, P.O. Box 
29629, 601 Edgewood St. NE Suite 15, 
Washington, DC 20017.  

 If any of our older teens or adults 
are interested in volunteering at the 
five-week Beacon House Summer 
Camp, please contact Beacon House 
or Nancy Davis. 

http://store.kitsforkidz.org/index.php/beacon-house.html
http://store.kitsforkidz.org/index.php/beacon-house.html
https://youtu.be/v5m_dyYdDAU
https://youtu.be/v5m_dyYdDAU
http://www.beaconhousedc.org/give


 

 

Labels for Education  

Continues through Summer 

 
 Look for the red capped collection jar for labels in the gallery.  Our labels go to 
Weyanoke Elementary School, one with a high number of children receiving free or 
reduced-price lunches.  AUUC member Ann Smith teaches at this school.   
 Thanks to the Weekend Food Pack team for gathering the labels from food 
donations! 

RE Event Calendar   

& AUUC 2017 Annual Reports 

Now On Website 
 

Check our website to view two newly posted documents. 

• Event Calendar for Summer 2018 for children, youth, and 
families at  https://accotinkuu.org/events/ or pdf at 
https://accotinkuu.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/June-
2018-Event-Calendar.pdf 

• The 2017 Annual Reports https://accotinkuu.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/05/Annual-Reports-2017-edited.pdf 

Green Sanctuary Committee - 

August Planning Meeting 

 
 Thanks for everyone’s support this year in helping 
to green our church.  We’ll be taking a break (not from 
being green, just from meetings!) in June and July, and 
will have our annual planning meeting in August.  Stay 
tuned to July’s newsletter and this Week for 
details.  Have ideas or a project you want to lead? 
Contact co-chairs Marsha White or Mary Rose 
Janya.  We’ll continue to keep you advised of green 
summer events. 

Fair Trade for Graduation and Host Thanks You’s! 

 Giving a graduate a gift basket or leaving a host/hostess gift this summer?  What 
better to include than sustainable, green products that support small farmers.  Check 
out the variety of teas, coffees, and chocolates for sale after most worship 
services.  Tuck in a special, reusable insulated mug, mug rug, tea strainer and 
homemade goodie into a reusable basket. 
 

Help: 1st Sunday Coffee Seller Needed 

 One of our sellers is going on an extended travel. Could you help sell Fair Trade 
products regularly or occasionally on the 1st Sunday? This is a super easy way to connect 
with people after the service and help green our church. The supplies are in a small 
rolling cart, and a quick training session is available at your convenience. Contact Marge 
Runge to volunteer, or for more information. 
 

Collecting Fabric for  

“Green” Shopping Bags 

 If you attended the film showing Bag It, 
you had the opportunity to receive a free 
reusable cloth shopping bag.  The group 
that makes them would like fabric 
donations to make bags; any fabric that is 
fairly sturdy (no muslin) and is washable 
would be gratefully received.  Give your 
donations to Kitty Riordan or Marsha 
White, or place in a labeled bag on the 
coat closet shelve near the gallery. 

https://accotinkuu.org/events/
https://accotinkuu.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/June-2018-Event-Calendar.pdf
https://accotinkuu.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/June-2018-Event-Calendar.pdf
https://accotinkuu.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Annual-Reports-2017-edited.pdf
https://accotinkuu.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Annual-Reports-2017-edited.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

FACS (Faith Alliance for Climate Solutions) 

 This interfaith, local organization is introducing the 
Fairfax to Zero Campaign, an interfaith effort lead by 
FACS to bring Fairfax County into a leadership role in 
addressing climate change.  Fairfax to Zero is an 
ambitious effort to promote local policies that will reduce 
greenhouse gases by 2% every year, reaching carbon 
neutrality in Fairfax County by 2050.  Questions? Email 
facsericg@gmail.com, or talk with Marsha White.  Here 
are some upcoming opportunities: 
 

Advocacy - We Need Your Help!  

 This spring we need your help to support our Fairfax 
to Zero Campaign! We always welcome newcomers to our 
advocacy teams, but there are many ways to support our 
advocacy even without joining a team. Our 
website identifies five actions you can take to support our 
campaign. Can you print off the petitions and collect 
signatures at your next meeting? Or circulate the 
electronic petitions? Our strength is in our numbers! 

1.Grow the movement by collecting petition 
signatures online. Here is the link to the online 
petition: Fairfax to Zero petition.  Share the link with 
others across Fairfax County by email or on social media. 
Collecting petition signatures to present to supervisors at 
meetings will show that we have broad support for 
ambitious action to address climate change. 

2.Collect petition signatures at local meetings and 
events. We will also be collecting paper petitions. You can 
find a printable PDF of the paper petition here. 
Email info@faithforclimate.org to join a group collecting 
petitions at an event near you or to get tips for collecting 
petitions on your own. 

3.Join a supervisor lobby team. We are scheduling 
meetings with all the Fairfax County supervisors to 
promote our Fairfax to Zero initiative. If you’d like to join 
a supervisor lobby team, email info@faithforclimate.org and 
we will connect you with a team leader. Be sure you 
include your magisterial district in your email; you can find 
out which district you’re in here: https://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/myneighborhood/. 

4.Attend an upcoming budget hearing: Register to 
attend an upcoming budget hearing in your district to 
engage in advocacy for the economic and public health of 
Fairfax County during the FY 2019 budget cycle.  Engage 
with your district supervisor to urge for climate action 
within our county.   

5.Support enactment of a C-PACE 
ordinance:  We strongly urge the county to enact an 
ordinance that authorizes a Commercial Property 
Assessed Clean Energy (C-PACE) program in the county.  

C-PACE provides a critical mechanism for cash-strapped 
religious congregations to install energy efficiency, 

renewable energy and water saving measures in their 
buildings. To read more information on C-PACE please 
visit our campaign page and sign our petition. To collect 
signatures at your local meeting, a printable version can 
be found here.    Visit our Fairfax to Zero Campaign 
Page to learn how you can support the campaign and 
take action. 
 350.org Fairfax is introducing a Fossil Free Resolution 
to the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors. Sign their 
petition here - https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/
commit-to-a-fossil-free-fairfax-county 

 
Wild Virginia Wild 

 There was a small win on the Atlantic Coast Pipeline.  
On Tuesday, May 15, the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals 
invalidated a key review of the Atlantic Coast Pipeline, 
which should delay construction of the pipeline in some 
areas of Virginia, North Carolina, and West Virginia to 
protect endangered species. Hallelujah! The permit, 
required to construct the fracked gas pipeline, was 
granted by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) and 
authorizes construction efforts to kill certain threatened 
and endangered species. Now that the court has ruled 
that the FWS kill limits were “so indeterminate that they 
undermine the permit’s enforcement monitoring function 
under the Endangered Species Act," the project will be 
delayed.  Keep informed through the news and Wild 
Virginia’s or Virginia Interfaith Power & Light’s website 
and respond to requests for action. 
 

Sierra Club Volunteer Opportunities 
 Environmental interest is increasing within the 
community relating to environmental issues, so we need 
more volunteers to build teams to help propel and 
channel this movement, as indicated below. Any amount 
of help would be appreciated. Please respond with an 
email to Norbert (Norbertsierra@aol.com) with SC 
volunteer in the subject line for any of the following: 
                Climate and Energy - If you have an interest or 
experience with renewable energy, energy financing, 
building construction, etc. 
                Supervisor Contacts Volunteer - If you have an 
interest or experience in working with the offices of your 
county district supervisor or city mayor on environmental 
issues. 
                Publicity - If you have an interest, experience, or 
know of any locations--like newspapers, websites, etc.--
where we could advertise our environmental events 
                Planning - If you have an interest or experience in 
the planning process working with the supervisors or 
county 
                Tabling - If you have an interest, experience, or 
know of any locations where we can table, e.g., events, 
farmers markets, etc. (Tabling activities would include 
handing out membership forms and environmental 
literature, recruiting volunteers, and signing up people on 
events lists--and asking them about their environmental 
concerns.) 

mailto:facsericg@gmail.com
https://www.actionnetwork.org/campaigns/fairfax-to-zero
https://www.actionnetwork.org/campaigns/fairfax-to-zero
https://www.actionnetwork.org/campaigns/fairfax-to-zero
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/fairfax-to-zero?source=direct_link&
mailto:info@faithforclimate.org
mailto:info@faithforclimate.org
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/myneighborhood/
https://actionnetwork.org/event_campaigns/2019-fairfax-county-budget-hearings?source=direct_link&
https://actionnetwork.org/event_campaigns/2019-fairfax-county-budget-hearings?source=direct_link&
https://www.actionnetwork.org/petitions/petition-to-fairfax-county-board-from-members-of-the-faith-alliance-for-climate-solutions
https://actionnetwork.org/campaigns/fairfax-to-zero?source=direct_link&
https://actionnetwork.org/campaigns/fairfax-to-zero?source=direct_link&
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/commit-to-a-fossil-free-fairfax-county
mailto:Norbertsierra@aol.com


More Sierra Club 
 

Climate Reality Presentation 
Tuesday, June 5; 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. (Snacks at 6:30 p.m.) 
Centreville Library, 14200 St. Germain Drive, Centreville. 
 Hear from Climate Reality Leader, Paula Clements--
who was trained by Vice President Gore to mobilize 
communities for action. Her slide show presentation will 
depict the urgency for climate action but is really a 
message of hope. Hand-wringing is a thing of the past; 
solutions to the crisis are known and actions are being 
taken. Come and learn what you can do to be part of the 
solution and help create a future that we all can live with!  
CONTACT:  Catherine Carver at ccarver37@gmail.com 
or 703-655-5069 Please RSVP.  
SPONSOR:  Sierra Club/Great Falls Group  
 
March for the Ocean 
Saturday, June 9; 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
 National march will take place in Washington, D.C., 
from the Washington Monument to the Capitol steps. 
 On June 9, the March for the Ocean (M4O) campaign 
will organize mass events including flotillas, SCUBA dives, 
marches, and rallies in our nation's capital and around the 
country in order to protect our human and wild 
communities and restore the blue in our red, white, and 
blue. Blue Frontier Campaign and 70+ partners will 
mobilize an inclusive and diverse constituency to ensure 
that we have a healthy ocean and clean water for future 
generations. Organizers invite people from all walks of 
life to #MarchForTheOcean and support ocean solutions 
to solve the problems that threaten our blue planet. 
More information 
CONTACT:  For questions, contact March for the Ocean 
at marchforocean@gmail.com. Or, get in touch with 
Norbert at Norbertsierra@aol.com for more information 
and meeting on the Mall. 

 
 
 

Homeowners Wanted for this Fall's Tour of Solar & 
Green Homes 
Deadline to sign up is June 1!Open House Tour is on 
Saturday & Sunday, October 6&7 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 This is the metro area's annual non-profit educational 
event to let folks see real solar homes and ask questions 
of real homeowners--not just salespeople. We also will 
gladly show off electric cars, water barrels, radiant floor 
heating, and any other green features that you want to 
share. Electric vehicle owners could show their cars at 
your home if you want them to add to your green 
features. This is a chance to share your knowledge and 
experiences with others who are eager to Go Solar. 
CONTACT:  Call Charlie Garlow at 301-312-7703 if you 
have questions. Or, sign up by sending your information 
to John.essig@mases.org. Visit Solaartour.org for more 
details. 
SPONSORS:  Mid-Atlantic Solar Energy Society (MASES) 
and Maryland, DC, Virginia Solar Energy Industries 
Association (MDV-SEIA) 
 
 

Green Breakfast by the Northern Virginia Soil 
and Water District  
 Mark your calendar for the Green Breakfast on  July 
14.  Green Breakfasts, facilitated by the Northern Virginia 
Soil and Water Conservation District, are a bi-monthly 
gathering to discuss environmental topics in a casual 
setting on a Saturday morning. Attendees include agency 
representatives, interested citizens and community 
members, students, lawmakers, members of the business 
community and representatives of local non-profits. Six 
green breakfasts are held each year. A tentative 2018 
schedule is as follows: 

• July 14 

• September 8 

• November 10 
 Go to https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/soil-water-
conservation/green-breakfast-0 for more information and 
registration for a breakfast and/or to join their email list.  

mailto:ccarver37@gmail.com
mailto:marchforocean@gmail.com
mailto:Norbertsierra@aol.com
mailto:John.essig@mases.org
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/soil-water-conservation/green-breakfast-0
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/soil-water-conservation/green-breakfast-0


Dear Bea Green,      

 My neighbor keeps harping at me to dig up my lawn 
and replace it with native plants.  Actually, I am sick and 
tired of mowing, edging and trimming.  However, I don’t 
want to trade one headache for another by having to 
weed, fertilize and “debug” a flower garden. But frankly, 
I don’t have a clue why planting native plants is such a 
big deal. Can you give me some guidance?  

 Rose Isarose 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Ms. Isarose,            

 Native plants are hardy because they have evolved 
and adapted to local conditions over thousands of years 
which makes them able to survive in all seasons.  They 
require much less maintenance, needing no irrigation or 
fertilization. They are disease and pest resistant. Keep in 
mind, too, that your yard can also look lovely with native 
ground covers.  So, recycle that lawn mower, edger and 
trimmer, discard your fertilizers, pesticides and weed 
killers (appropriately) and start working on your (almost) 
care-free, bird-loving yard. 

 Bea 

Recycle Your Electronics! 

      
 In Prince William County, residents can recycle three 
electronic items per visit for free at: 

• The Landfill: Wednesdays and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. 

• Balls Ford Road Yard Waste Compost Facility: Second 
Saturday monthly, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

      

 For acceptable items and limitations, go to: 
http://www.pwcgov.org/government/dept/publicworks/
trash/Pages/Electronics-Recycling-Program.aspx. 
 In Fairfax County, residents (may be required to show 
proof of residency) can bring them any day to the I-66 
Transfer Station or the I-95 Landfill Complex. Accepted: 
computers and related equipment, TVs, gaming systems, 
stereos and other household electronic devices and 
cables.  
 Before donating or recycling, delete all personal 
information and remove all batteries as they may need to 
be recycled separately. Be even greener by considering an 
upgrade of the hardware or software on your existing 
device.  Cell phones and rechargeable batteries are 
accepted at the transfer stations and some government 
locations; for more information, go to  
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-
trash/electronics 
 

Locations: 
I-66 Transfer Station:  4618 West Ox Road, Fairfax 
Hours:   Monday - Saturday: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m 
   Sunday: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
I-95 Landfill Complex, 9850 Furnace Road, Lorton 
Hours:   Every Day: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.     

 

Shred Days Announced! 

 
 Fairfax County provides free personal document 
shredding for four boxes per car from March to October 
2018, one day in each district.  Here is the brand-new 
schedule: 

June 16 - Springfield Government Center 6140 
Rolling Road Springfield 22152  

July 14 - Kilmer Middle School 8100 Wolftrap Road, 
Vienna 22182  

August 18 -Springhill Elementary 8201 Lewinsville 
Road, McLean 22102 

September 15 - South County Government Center 
8350 Richmond HWY Alexandria 22309 

October 13 - Sully District Government Center 4900 
Stonecroft Blvd, Chantilly 20151 

 Please go to the website to review what is accepted 
and what is prohibited:   https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
publicworks/recycling-trash/document-shredding 

Year-Round Collection -  

Brown Paper Grocery Bags 

 
 The Lorton Community 
Action center on Route 1 in 
Lorton love using recyclable 
brown bags in their food 
distribution program.  Place 
your clean, dry and folded 
brown paper grocery bags on 
the shelf in the coat closet near 
the gallery. Questions? Contact 
Marsha White. 

http://www.pwcgov.org/government/dept/publicworks/trash/Pages/Electronics-Recycling-Program.aspx
http://www.pwcgov.org/government/dept/publicworks/trash/Pages/Electronics-Recycling-Program.aspx
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https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/document-shredding


Unitarian Universalist Principles 

WE, THE MEMBER CONGREGATIONS OF THE  

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST ASSOCIATION,  

COVENANT TO AFFIRM AND PROMOTE 

•   The inherent worth and dignity of every person;  
•   Justice, equality, and compassion in human relations; 
•   Acceptance of one another and encouragement to  
     spiritual growth in our congregations; 
•   A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 
•   The right of conscience and the use of the democratic  
      process within our congregations and in society at large; 
•   The goal of world community with peace, liberty and  
     Justice for all; 
• Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of 

which we are a part. 

ACCOTINK UU CHURCH  

10125 Lakehaven Court  

Burke, VA 22015-3907  
 

 

 

 

 

Recycling at AUUC! 

What How Where to Place Recipient/More Info 

Paper or Reusable Grocery 

Bags 

Clean, folded Leave on upper level coat 

closet shelf 

Lorton Community  

Action Center’s food  

distribution program 

Box Tops for Education Logo on General Mills prod-

ucts 

Red topped clear contain-

er with a yellow  

label on the Social  

Justice table in the  

gallery  

Weyanoke Elementary 

School’s low-income  

children 

Commingled materials: 
All types of paper, paper-

board, and cardboard; 
#1-7 Plastic and all glass  

bottles; 

Aluminum and steel cans, pie 

plates, foil (rinsed) 
NO FOAM waste – place in 

trash 

Use clear plastic bag liners; 

lift bin lid to discard items 

that don’t fit through slot/

hole 
Orders of service, office 

paper, newspapers, phone 

books, catalogs, magazines, 

boxes, envelopes with win-

dows, etc. 

Flatten boxes; tear large 

pieces 
Rinse, drain bottles and 

cans    

Tall blue containers in 

kitchen, near the west en-

trance, office, and down-

stairs. 
Take to recycle bin outside 

in the fire truck turn 

around area 

 If your refuse carrier does 

not take some  

recyclables collected at 

church, deposit them direct-

ly into AUUC’s  

recycle dumpster  

outside. 

NOTE:  We are no longer collecting food waste for composting.  Please dispose of food waste in the trash or garbage  

disposal.  If someone wishes to take home coffee grounds for composting, please do. 


