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In the Interim… 

      Here we go, into the holiday season!  Many pressures are on us to shop and decorate and 
provide lovely and memorable experiences for ourselves and our families. This is the time of 
long nights, fires in California, shootings across our nation.  I imagine more than a few of us 
have mixed feelings about the traditions and expectations of this season of winter celebration. 

     This month’s theme of “Hope” can likewise be a complicated idea.  Is hope just trying to put 
a bright face on dark times?  Is hope like fairy tales?  Or can hope be a powerful state of mind, 
of heart, which keeps the flame of life alive?   

   The noted American writer Barbara Kingsolver calls to us now: “The very least you can do in 
your life is to figure out what you hope for. And the most you can do is live inside that hope. Not admire it from a distance 
but live right in it, under its roof.”  I invite us all to choose to be with one another, here under hope’s roof, investing in 
love and holding one another during imperfect times, as we keep breathing and creating beauty in the faith the there is a 
light-filled, compassionate world coming closer with each day we refuse to give in to despair. 
    And if hope is hard to find,  join in with us under the roof of our Accotink community.  As Karen Herring wrote, “During 
the many times I have lost sight of hope from my window, I have felt grateful when friends have invited me to view it 
from theirs.” 
    May you find hope in the season, celebrating in your own way, and sharing your own light with others.  Happy 
Hanukkah, St. Nicholas Day, Santa Lucia Day; Joyous Solstice, Merry Christmas, Kwanzaa greetings, and New Year’s 
blessings! 
 

 --Rev. Linda OP 

Welcome an Unseen 

Guest  at Your Table 

 Accotink is inviting all our 
members, friends, and families to 
take home a box from the UUSC 
(Unitarian Universalist Service 
Committee) https://www.uusc.org/ .  
 These boxes are called “Guest At 
Your Table” since the money you put 
in them at each meal in your home 
will then be given to people around 
the world who are hungry or in need 
of medicine.   

 Please pick up a box, a brochure 
about the program, and take them 
home with you for the month of 
December.  Then return them, full of 
money, and we will send your gifts to 
the UUSC  

Dedicating Your Child December 24 

 A Unitarian Universalist Dedication ceremony is a special time in a child’s and 
family’s life, when the child is blessed and their life is dedicated to love.  At the 
same time, it is a ceremony for the parents, family and congregation to dedicate 
themselves to the unfolding life of the child. 

 If you have a baby or young child you would like to be included in a 
Dedication Ceremony, please let Rev. Linda know 
(interimminister@accotinkuu.org).  We will include this ceremony in our 
Christmas Eve service Monday, December 24, at 7pm.  This is a very special time 
for us to dedicate our children.  

https://www.uusc.org/
mailto:interimminister@accotinkuu.org
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A Note from the President and the Council Chair 

Hope Illuminates the Way 

 Hope is our theme for December — so appropriate during the darkest 
time of the year. Hope illuminates the darkness and transmutes despair.  
Hope fuels our striving towards our goals and dreams, against all odds. 

 May all of us at Accotink keep hope burning bright in our hearts to 
achieve social justice, beloved community, health, and safety — for 
ourselves, our families, our congregation, our society, and for Planet Earth.   

 We hope you have a good holiday season. 

 
In Faith, 

 Kristina Watts, President of the Congregation  

 Judy Usherson-Quast, Program Council Chair 

 
 

December Outreach -  Beacon House 

 12/2 •Mitten Tree for Beacon House & Halley Elementary School  

•Make your own chalice for Chalica 

12/8 Celebration of the life of Claire Brown  - Saturday, 2 pm 

12/9 Celebration of the life of Judy Clarke - Sunday, 1 pm 

12/12 Beacon House gifts due in church gallery 

 12/14 Nothin’  Fancy Bluegrass - BRUU 7:30 pm 

12/22 Rehearsal for Christmas Pageant 

12/23 Christmas Pageant and Sunday Service 

12/24 •Christmas Eve Service and Child Dedication Ceremony 7 pm 

•Christmas Eve Collection: Mawlat Teachers’ Hostel 

12/31 Year end donations due. 

1/6 Last day to donate to mitten tree 

1/27 Hypothermia Shelter 1/27-2/3/19 

mailto:interimminister@accotinkuu.org
mailto:dle@accotinkuuc.org
mailto:rec@accotinkuu.org
mailto:dle@accotinkuuc.org
mailto:administrator@accotinkuuc.org


December 2 – Bringing Hope 
As the Advent season and the Hanukkah week begin, Rev. Linda encourages us to share hope with others when hope is 
hard to find.  The choir will sing two anthems, and we will be treated with a visit from Beacon House, the children’s 
community center in Washington, DC. 
 

December 9 – Ringing Hope 
We welcome very special guests to our service – the members of the award-winning Polymnia Hand Bell Choir from the 
UU Church of Arlington.  They will offer Accotink children a chance to ring chimes and will provide beautiful music 
throughout the hour to lift our spirits.  Rev. Linda and Mary Kringer also invite us to remember the victims of gun 
violence as we near the sixth anniversary of the deaths of the children of Sandy Hook.  

 

December 16 - Good Yule! 
Io Saturnalia! Join Sacred Wheel for a truly old-fashioned Yule on December 16. This multi-age service will thrill you with 
the little-known origins of our modern customs of gift-giving, feasting, and parties! Watch as the Lord of Misrule is 
crowned, and welcome back the Unconquerable Sun in this celebration of Life and Love. Stay after the service for 
Yuletide food and drink, then Ease Into the Season with crafts and music. Salve, countrymen and women! Io Saturnalia!   

 

December 23 – Christmas Pageant 

All members, friends, and relatives are warmly invited to this Sunday morning service offering the traditional Accotink 
Pageant, with children and youth telling us the stories of the holiday and leading us in carol-singing. Brad Rinaldo and 
friends of all ages will offer music for the season!  

 

December 24 -7pm  - The Hope in a Starry Night 
Rev. Linda leads a service of music, poetry, and story, celebrating the deep joy which is found when a baby is born, a 
light arises in the night, and the gifts of love are offered. The service will include the UU ceremony of Child Dedication. 
Special music, as well as congregational carol-singing and candle lighting will add beauty to the evening.  

 

December 30    Auld Lang Syne 

This morning service will feature music and readings for our last service of the old year passing.  Led by music director 
Brad Rinaldo and friends. 

Coming Up at Accotink -  December Services 

Month of Sundays – Reimagining the Common Good 

 

Sunday Service is at 10 am  
 We welcome members, friends, and visitors to our Sunday services.    Religious education programs are  provided 
for toddlers through  12th graders during the service.    A nursery is available for infants and toddlers.  Please join us for 
coffee and  conversation after the service.  
 Bring a Friend to Church!   You Are Our Best Growth Strategy!  The best way to grow our church and spread the 
message of our life-saving ministries is YOU. Word of mouth and personal invitation are the most powerful and lasting 
ways we grow our church. So if there is someone you know searching, or someone who you know we would benefit 
from having among us, ask him/her/them to come to church with you. Offer to drive them, and help us expand our 
horizons as only those who have waited for us all their lives and then find us truly can. Let us not keep our “Spiritual 
Home Beyond Belief” under a barrel; let its light – your testimony – shine bright and long. 

“Hope itself is like a star not to be seen in the sunshine of prosperity, and only to be 

discovered in the night of adversity.” Charles Spurgeon 

 

 



Family-Oriented Christmas Service 

December 23 

 We need a host of participants of ALL AGES to lift our 
spirits with the traditions of Christmas. From reindeer to 
elves, from wise men to musicians, from stage hands to 
narrators, even directors, we need you.  Involve the whole 
family and even holiday guests!  
 The performance will be held during the December 
23rd service at 10 a.m.   A rehearsal will be held on Saturday 
December 22 (attendance encouraged but not required to 
participate in pageant).  
 Sign up online at https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/20F0C45ACAA238-christmas3  Or look for sign-up board in 
church gallery.  

 Questions? contact Julie Schuck. 

Help the UUA  

Help the California Fire Victims.   

 With fires continuing to rage up and down 
California, UUs and their neighbors in the affected 
areas are facing these dangerous conditions head 
on.  UUA invites you to contribute to the UUA 
Disaster Relief Fund so the UUA can provide 
financial assistance to UU congregations impacted 
by this and other natural disasters. 
 In addition to facilitating their own disaster 
recovery, congregations—and other UU entities—
receiving disaster relief funds have discretion to 
provide financial assistance to their members, as 
well as to support local partner organizations 
serving the community at large. 

https://giving.uua.org/disaster-aid?

srctid=1&erid=3458911&trid=5bca0fae-26b4-4ef9-8e32-

f8ef59db42f0 

Chalica is a uniquely UU holiday dreamed up by 
Darlene Marshall in 2005. Never heard of it? Not 
surprising as Chalica is still not widely known or 
celebrated. But, the number of congregations who 
observe the holiday is growing.  

So, what is Chalica and when it is celebrated? 
Chalica is a week long holiday, during which we honor 
and celebrate our seven Unitarian Universalist principles. 
Those who celebrate Chalica spend each day reflecting 
on one principle—putting it into practice through their 
words and deeds. The celebration kicks-off at home on 
the first Monday in December, and ends the following 
Sunday. Each night of Chalica, a chalice is lit and 
homemade gifts may be given.  Chalica can be whatever 
you and your family want it to be: as involved or a simple 
as you have time for.  At the UU Church of Ventura 
California, where the congregation has been celebrating 
Chalica for several years, congregants have reported that 
they’ve given charitable donations, volunteered, and 
reconciled with family members on different days of 
Chalica. However, Chalica does not need to be such a 
huge undertaking. Marshall has a word of advice for 
families who might stress about adding Chalica to other 

December holidays. She says, “Don’t make Chalica into 
another holiday obligation. People don’t have to do hard 
things for it. They can send a card to someone, or stand 
up for someone on the playground.” She adds, “I’ve let 
[Chalica] take on a life of its own. It can either be a 
serious spiritual exercise or a fun thing to do. All holidays 
evolve through the people who celebrate them. I don’t 
want too much ownership; I just put the idea out and I’m 
happy to let it become what it will.”  

This year, we will be supporting congregants 
who want to celebrate Chalica.  On the first Sunday in 
December (12/2) we will have a “make your own chalice” 
table in the gallery before and after service.  If you need 
a chalice for your Chalica celebrations, feel free to create 
one!  We have also prepared envelopes with Chalica 
history, suggestions, and a brief chalice lighting for each 
day.  Finally, Lara will be sending out daily emails from 
Dec. 2 - Dec. 8th with discussion questions, stories, 
movies, and songs related to the principle of the day.  
Feel free to use these during Chalica as you wish! 
 
(Chalica information taken from “The Beginners Guide to 
Chalica” by Meredith Plummer) 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0C45ACAA238-christmas3
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OUR CONGREGATION 

Accotink – a friendly, welcoming community of interesting, caring, and fun-loving people 
Editor: Toni Acton 

Caring Connections  

 

 

 

    Omitted from web edition. 

Spirituality 101:  Continues December 1 

 

 

 Come join with other AUUC members and friends on 
Saturday mornings  at 10:30  as we continue to explore  
some of the many paths to spirituality. In each session 
the participants will bring examples of spirituality that fit 
the session topic and discuss their utility in the search for 
spirituality.  The second part of each session will be a 
workshop led by members of the group or by a guest 
practitioner.   
 For more information contact John Long or Lara 
Profitt.   

• Dec. 1-   Spirituality through Movement – Dance and 
Yoga 
Workshop: Dance – Judy Robison 

• Dec. 15 –   Spirituality through Fasting and 
Celebration  
Workshop: 12-hour fast and communal feast – John 
Long 

Join the nUUners  

December 10 Discussion 

 This popular AUUC informal discussion group 
normally meets the second and fourth Mondays of the 
month from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.  All interested persons 
are welcome to bring a bag lunch and join us in the 
church gallery.  We chat and socialize until noon, and 
then start the day’s discussion on a topic chosen in 
advance and led by a member of the group.  The group 
participates in setting up the tables and in cleaning up 
afterwards.  Coffee and tea are available, and desserts/
fruit are provided by members on a voluntary basis.    
 
 The program for December  10 is: Super Easy Main 
Dish Recipes.  Jessica Burmester will lead the discussion 
and Warren McLaine will provide the refreshments. 

 

Green Holiday Gifts 

 There are many gift giving opportunity during 
December. It’s a perfect time to give clutter-free, 
consumable and green hostess and holiday gifts. Fill a 
pretty reusable basket or decorated box with Fair Trade 
coffee (regular or decaf, ground or whole bean), 
chocolate bars in several flavors (with and without nuts) 
and a variety of warming teas.  Add some homemade 
cookies, mixed nuts, a plant, pretty tea towels or mugs to 
complete the gift.  Fair Trade products are for sale after 
most worship service. 



 

                                                                The Poetry Group will not meet in December. 

 It is common that individuals leave flowers, floral arrangements, stones, wreaths, pictures and other items at the 
columbarium and cenotaph wall in the Garden and the Tree of Remembrance indoors at AUUC.  It is also common for 
cemeteries to routinely remove such items on a regular schedule.  
  To ensure that the Accotink Memorials retain their beauty, remain well kept and the bronze items not  stained or 
unevenly weathered, the Memorial Ministry Committee presented a policy for removal of items left at any of the 
Memorials to the AUUC Board on November 7, 2018. 
 The approved policy states: 

• It is the policy of the Memorial Ministry Committee to remove flowers, floral arrangements, stones, wreaths, 
pictures and other items, from the AUUC Memorial Garden and indoor Tree of Remembrance on a periodic, usually 
monthly, basis. Items will not be removed during holiday periods (e.g., Thanksgiving through New Years, Veteran’s 
Day, and Memorial Day) and for fourteen (14) days following interments, death dates or birth dates. 

• Flowers, floral arrangements and similar items will be removed and disposed of when spent, without notice.  All 
other items will be removed and disposed of after a minimum of fourteen (14) day advance notice has been 
published in church publications. 

 So in the new year, we will give everyone two weeks notice before removing any 
items.  This allows anyone who wishes to retrieve items. 
 A cremorial niche is $1950 and the name cover will be the cost of acquisition at the 
time of need.  A cremorial name cover is currently $180 plus shipping.  A cenotaph wall 
space is $850 and the plate will be the cost of acquisition at the time of need.  A cenotaph 
plate is currently $74 plus shipping.  A indoor tree leaf is $500 including the cost of the 
leaf and engraving.  
 Recently revised brochures with all the details are available in the foyer of the church, 
and If you have any questions or comments, just send us a note at 
memorials@accotinkuu.org or speak with any of the committee members.  The 
committee members are:  Peggy Eckerman, Ed Kringer, Herb Bartlett, Susan Brown and 
Don Eckerman. 
 Until next time, thanks for reading! 

Accotink Memorial Ministry Update 

Year-End Funding Booster 

 We are a small church, but we have such high ambitions!  Accotink 
has a thriving religious education program -- including OWL classes this 
coming year! -- a very active Social Justice committee, and a multitude of 
events week in and week out that are supported by people who are 
generous with their time, talent, and treasure.  Our ambitions drive us to 
maintain our momentum as we prepare to take on a new settled 
minister. The ministerial search is one of our biggest expenses this year 
at about $12,000. The search team is hard at work and we want to make 
sure they have the resources to do the best possible job.  
 Are you able to help?  If so, please consider a year-end donation.  It 
would put the church in prime form to accomplish our search, and you 
would gain a tax write-off if you plan to itemize.  If you can make a 
special holiday gift in any amount, large or small, please let me know and 
drop off your contribution in the collection plate or at the office, with a 
note in the memo line for “ministerial search.” As always, we ask that 
you not offset your gift against your pledge contribution. 
 Thanks very much, and I wish you a joyous holiday season! 
 
Joe Tuggle,   Financial Advisor    finance@accotinkuu.org 

mailto:memorials@accotinkuu.org
mailto:finance@accotinkuu.org


Join the Fun December 18th 

The Women’s Book Discussion Group  will review It can't happen here by Sinclair 
Lewis. We will meet at 1:00 p.m. at Burke Centre Library.  We have no official host 
(or refreshments) for this meeting, so members attending who wish to do so are 
welcome to bring a few cookies to share.  
 
Coming Up:       
1/15/2019 – A Square meal: a culinary history of the Great Depression / Jane 
Ziegelman. Kate Wanderer, host.  
2/19/2019 - Manhattan Beach/Jennifer Egan. Jessica Burmester, host.  
 
Remember that all women -- Accotinkers and friends -- who like a good read and 
friendly discussion are welcome to attend or drop in at any of these 
meetings.  For more information, contact Sandy Beeson. 

  Nothin’ Fancy Bluegrass will play at BRUU on 
Friday, December 14. This group is a six-time award 
winner – Society for the Preservation of Bluegrass Music 
Association (SPGBMA) – Entertaining Group of the Year. 
Tickets are $20, general admission, all ages.  Doors open 
at 6:00 pm; showtime at 7:30 pm. 

 BRUU (Bull Run Unitarian Universalists) is located at 
9350 Main Street, Manassas, Virginia 20110.  For more 
information call 703-361-6269 or email office@bruu.org. 

Accotink Buddhist Fellowship Meeting 

December 12th for sharing stories, knowledge 
and experiences in everyday Buddhism. 
 Join us for a discussion on “embracing aging and 
changing;” silent meditation, and open topics on 
Wednesday, December 12, 2018. 

Darwin Room,  Room 126,  7-8:30 pm 
Contact: Art Politano      

Nine Green Gift Ideas  
for the Holiday Season 
 
1. Gifts That Help Conservation. 

2. Minimalist Gifts. 

3. Recycled or Upcycled Goods. 

4. Gifts That Will Help Cut Down  
     on Waste. 

5. Gifts That Will Help Cut Down  
     on Energy Use. 

6. Gifts You Can Make Yourself. 

7. Food Gifts. 

8. Growable Gifts. 

9. Gifts That Help You Get Outside. 

 

Courtesy of The Huffington Post  (for 
details, go to https://
www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/12/04/green-
gift-guide_n_6261474.html): 

mailto:office@bruu.org
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/12/04/green-gift-guide_n_6261474.html
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    Christmas Eve Collection  12/24 

             Mawlat Teachers’ Hostel 
 

Tucked away in the mountainous area of the Khasi Hills in northeast India is the small village of Mawlat and their 
Unitarian school, open to all families in this very poor community.  We support the upper primary students there with an 
annual collection in the summer.   

The Headmaster has identified a need for a small teachers’ hostel.  A number of the teachers walk an hour or more 
each way to and from school daily.  It is not an easy journey up the mountain to school, and is made much more difficult 
during the summer rainy season when the dirt road turns to mud. The community and Headmaster would like to construct 
a small hostel for teachers who travel a long distance each day to teach. 

They have provided a detailed construction budget of about $3700 to include 3 trucks of sand, 1 truck of gravel, 60 
bags of cement, bricks and hollow blocks, windows, doors, wood, planks and worker wages.  Any contribution we can 
make to help pay for this hostel would be greatly appreciated, especially by the teachers who live in outlying villages. 

If you will miss the Christmas Eve service and would like to make a contribution, please leave a check in the office 
or collection basket by December 31.  Make checks payable to AUUC with “Mawlat Hostel” on the memo  line. 

Beacon House Christmas Gifts –  

The Season of Giving is Here! 

 As you begin shopping for the holidays, please 
consider purchasing a special gift for a child or teen from 
Beacon House.  Each year Accotink families have shown 
enthusiastic support for this holiday gift program to 
benefit young people served by Beacon House who live in 
the Edgewood Terrace Community in Northeast, 
Washington, D.C. 

1 This year we will once again have two ways of 
providing these gifts: 

 Beacon House staff has given Accotink the names of 
10 children, ages 6-17. Each child has shared two or three 
gift wishes in the price range of about $50. (You may 
want to partner with another AUUC friend or family for 
the gift purchase.) 
 If you would like to buy a gift for one of these 10 
Beacon House children, you may visit: http://
www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4dafa92da57-beacon 

 Please purchase one gift for your child (you choose 
just one of their ideas), and bring it to church by 
Wednesday, December 12.  Gifts should be unwrapped 
with a card attached stating the child’s name. You may 
sign the card with your name(s) or as “Accotink Unitarian 
Universalist Church.” 

2 Or you and your family may pick a star from our 
Beacon House “Tree of Stars” located in the church 
gallery. Each star has the age and gender of a Beacon 
House child or teen, ages 4 – 18. There are a few stars for 
senior citizens & families served by Beacon House. Click 
here https://accotinkuu.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/
Beacon-House-Christmas-Wish-List-2018-AUUC-final.pdf for 
a Wish List with plenty of gift suggestions.   
 Please place your unwrapped gift in the Beacon House 
gift bin in the church gallery by Wednesday, December 12.  
There is a special box in which to place any gift cards. 

 Interested in learning more about Beacon House and 
ways you can get involved?  Please consider joining our 
AUUC-Beacon House Liaison Team.  Contact Nancy Davis, 
John Peterson or Marsha White for more information. 

 Check out Beacon House’s Facebook page to see 
what’s happening: https://www.facebook.com/
beaconhousedc/ 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4dafa92da57-beacon
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4dafa92da57-beacon
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 On December 2, we will be joined by Shiree Skinner, 
Director of Development at Beacon House.  Shiree will 
share inspiring success stories of children and teens with 
whom she works every day at Beacon House. Outreach 
donations throughout December will be given to Beacon 
House.   
 The mission of Beacon House is to provide children in 
the Edgewood neighborhood of Northeast Washington, 
DC with a safe, nurturing, and life-expanding community 
in which to increase their academic achievement, discover 
their talents, and to grow into healthy adults who achieve 
their greatest potential. Their programs focus on closing 
the education achievement gap - and thus improving the 
economic trajectories - of children in Ward 5 for whom 
generational poverty is most persistent. More than half of 
the children and teens served by Beacon House live in 
Edgewood Commons, where the average annual 
household income is less than $13,000.   

 In spite of these challenges, Beacon House achieved a 
97% high school graduation rate this spring for the seniors 
attending Beacon House’s programs, and 92% of them 
applied to college or a technical/vocational school.   The 
average graduation rate for DC schools as a whole is only 
69%, and that includes the wealthy areas!   

 Founded in 1991 by a UU minister, Rev. Donald 
Robinson, this nonprofit is supported by UU churches in 
D.C. and around the Beltway. Beacon House continues to: 

• Serve annually more than 125 children and youth, 

ages 5 to 18, by providing after-
school academic mentoring and 
enrichment programs 

• Engage over 300 boys and girls annually in an award-
winning athletics program which reinforces the 
importance of school and the prioritization of education 

• Provide Camp Leap, a summer camp which enrolls 130 
children ages 5-13, giving them a safe and enriching 
summer along with providing training and jobs for their 
camp counselors 

• Promote creative writing groups that have published 
two books -- Trinitoga and most recently The Day Tajon 
Got Shot, a fictional portrayal of a police shooting told 
from many perspectives.  The latter book won two book 
awards—the INDIES Winner for Young Author, and Top 
Fiction Winner from In the Margins Book Awards. 

 On Sunday, December 2, you are invited to place a 
contribution for Beacon House in the “Outreach” section 
of the collection basket or mail your check anytime during 
the month of December to the AUUC office. Please make 
your tax-deductible check payable to AUUC with “Beacon 
House.” or “Dec. Outreach” on the memo line. Outreach 
collections are sponsored by Accotink’s Social Justice 
Committee. 

 Visit Beacon House on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/beaconhousedc 
 

December Outreach Collection for Beacon House  Starts 12/2/18 

AUUC’s Mitten Tree: 

Bring Your Gifts of Warmth for Others  

To Church by January 6th 

      
 Colder temperatures remind us that winter is coming, and our 
Mitten Tree will soon appear in our church gallery.  Accotink 
friends and families are encouraged to donate a pair of new 
mittens or gloves, scarves, hats, socks or other warm accessories 
for children and teens. 

 This year we are going to share these donations with the 20 
Halley ES students (preschool – sixth grade) who receive our 
weekend meal packs and also children and teens at Beacon House 
in Washington, D.C.  

  We especially encourage our children to bring a gift of warmth 
and hang it on our Mitten Tree.  Please bring your donations by 
Sunday, January 6, 2019. 
 Thank you from the Social Justice Committee, sponsor of this 
annual project. 

https://www.facebook.com/beaconhousedc
https://www.facebook.com/beaconhousedc


AUUC Hypothermia Shelter  

January 27 – February 3, 2019 

 

 

 AUUC will be hosting our 8th annual hypothermia shelter 
and everyone is invited to participate.  We will need a set-up 
crew each evening to ensure the building is ready to receive 
our guests and a clean-up crew each morning to ensure the 
building is ready for our renters. 
 In addition to providing a warm place to sleep, we will 
serve dinner each night at ~6:30 p.m.  To do this, we will 
need people to prepare meal items which need to be at 
AUUC by 5 p.m. on the day they are being served. We will 
also need people to arrange/serve the food and clean the 
kitchen after the meal.  Shelley Brosnan and Chris Stunkard 
will be running our dinner operations. 
 This is a family friendly event and older children (~10) are 
welcome to participate in the shelter under parental 
supervision.  In addition, we are working with the Children's 
Spiritual Development Committee to sponsor the first night 
(Sunday) of the shelter and to provide involvement for our 
younger children.  
 The link to the Sign-up Genius showing the various 
volunteer opportunities is: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0E4DAFA723A13-auuc4.   
This link will be in the This Week and in the Orders of Service 
during December.   If you need assistance volunteering or 
would like more information, please contact Ed Kringer. 
 Even if you don't have time to participate in one of the 
above capacities, you are invited to just stop by the church to 
meet and talk with our guests....they will appreciate it, and 
you will enjoy it.  One of our 7 principles is “the inherent 
worth and dignity of every person,” and together, AUUC will 
help a lot of people again this year.     

AUUC Hypothermia Shelter:  

Please Consider Donating Items  

for our Guests  

 
 This year we will again collect personal care items 
and other small items to make our guests' lives a little 
bit easier.  Donations can be placed in the box in the 
gallery during the month of January. Our guests always 
appreciate your generosity! Thanks so much for your 
support!  
 
These items are always popular: 

• Socks (Adult sizes) 

• Shampoo, conditioner, soap, etc. (Hotel freebies or 

sample sizes are great!) 

• Toothpaste and toothbrushes 

• Deodorant 

• Shaving Cream and safety razors 

• Small pads of paper and pens 

• Small flashlights with batteries 

• Lip Balm 

• Gallon-Size Ziploc bags 

• Feminine hygiene products 

• Underwear/T-shirts/Long Underwear (Adult sizes) 

• Hats, gloves, and scarves (Adult sizes) 

• Shower Shoes (Adult sizes) 

• Combs 

• Hand Warmers 

• Hand Sanitizer 

• Ear plugs 

• Shoe cushioning inserts 

• New or gently used books/recent magazines 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4DAFA723A13-auuc4
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4DAFA723A13-auuc4


After Action Report –  

AUUC’s 2018 Services Auction!!! 

 We held our auction  this year on Oct 27, 2018.  It is 
time to provide some feedback from your Auction Team. 

 A key tenant for our services auction is that many of 
our events involve one person or family doing something 
for others who are winning bidders.  The winning bidders 
pay the church, and the donors provide the service. This 
is an opportunity for different combinations of our 
people having a good time together outside of the 
church itself. Also, the more fun associated with these 
events, we believe the more this will attract participants 
in the auction. 

 From the following results, it is clear that a lot of our 
members and friends like having an auction for AUUC. 

  
 We had: 

   144    Items Donated 

   64     Donors 

   70     Bidder numbers issued. 

Total income from the auction is $22,825 !!! 

 

 Kumutha Lane and I got together several years ago 
and were talking about what we think the auction should 
be for, and we agreed that we both liked the connections 
that the auction makes possible and we wanted to work 
on ways to ensure that it be a fun event and to 
encourage the connections that could be made among us 
all.  We both agreed that it is also very important that we 
have a safe, secure, and fun children’s program, so that 
parents can participate upstairs. 

 This year we have new software that has been an 
incredible assist in managing auction activities.  We had 
29 volunteers who supported running the auction this 
year.  Add to that those of you who donated items 
including food and drinks, and then those who bid on the 
144 donated items.  You can see how much of a church-
wide event this truly was! 

 That said, our 2018 auction was the best one yet that I 
have participated in.  If you have feedback or ideas on 
how the auction was run, or on what you think should be 
done for future auctions, please find one of the 
volunteers who you interacted with and let them know 
your thoughts. And of course you could send your 
thoughts to myself or Kumutha Lane. 

 Thanks again to everyone who participated. 

LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY:  

Be Part of the AUUC Advocacy Team in 2019!! 

 Over the past two years, AUUC has become increasingly involved in advocacy at the 
Federal, state and local levels.  At the Federal level, we have worked with Unitarian 
Universalists for Social Justice (UUSJ) by participating in the Write Here/Write Now letter 
writing campaigns, monthly in-person advocacy on Capitol Hill, and ‘witnessing events’.  At 
the state level, we have worked with the Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy (VICPP), 
participating in letter writing campaigns, making phone calls to state legislators and 
participating in their annual Day for All People in Richmond.  Locally, we have actively 
supported Virginians Organized for Interfaith Community Engagement (VOICE), having as 
many as 45 people at some of the VOICE Actions.  This year, we will also work with ARC of 
Northern Virginia on disability related issues.   

 We have had great success in the past year, e.g., Medicaid expansion in Virginia, 
preserving food aid for hungry people by protecting SNAP, keeping politics out of churches 
by maintaining the Johnson Amendment.  So that AUUC can have an even greater impact, 
we are building stronger communication links with both our partner organizations and 
within our church.  For the latter, we are forming an AUUC Advocacy Team (AAT Google 
Group) of people who want to get information on advocacy opportunities.  Being part of 
the AAT doesn’t mean that you are committed to advocate on every issue, or even any of 
the issues…..nor does it mean that you have to make phone calls if that’s not your thing.    
There are a lot of ways to be effective.   Being part of the AAT simply means that you want 
to get information on advocacy opportunities so you can make an informed choice on what 
you want to do.     

 To become part of the AUUC Advocacy Team or to learn more about it, contact John 
Peterson, Suzy Porth, Dotty Smith  or Ed Kringer.    



 In order to grow our endowment fund, the AUUC 
Endowment Committee encourages you to consider 
making a legacy intention.  As highlighted during the 
congregation’s annual meeting in June, our endowment 
is a “lasting legacy expressing member’s deepest values, 
to help ensure Accotink’s long-term financial stability.”  
New gift intentions made during 2018 and 2019 can 
qualify for matching funds from the Wake Now Our 
Vision Legacy Challenge. 
 The “Wake Now Our Vision” (WNOV) Legacy 
Challenge is a program to raise endowment funds for 
Unitarian Universalist congregations. The UU 

Congregation at Shelter Rock recognizes the power of 
legacy giving and has provided a $5 million grant to 
increase new planned endowment gifts. The goal is to 
raise a total of $50 million in planned gifts for UU 
churches by 2020.  
 WNOV provides the opportunity to make a difference 
now and shape the future of Unitarian Universalism for 
generations to come.  New legacy gift intensions 
designating AUUC as a beneficiary may be eligible for a 
10% matching cash gift, up to $10,000 per person.   
 

 

 

HELP GROW AUUC’s ENDOWMENT  

THROUGH “WAKE NOW OUR VISION” LEGACY CHALLENGE 

7 Accotink members already have 
included AUUC in their will or trust, which 
could grow our endowment fund by over 

$60,000 from WNOV matching funds. 

 There are two simple ways to leave a legacy…and 
obtain matching funds! 
1. Include Accotink in your will or living trust.  Including a 
gift to AUUC in your will or living trust allows you to 
provide future support while maintaining your assets 
today.  You can designate a specific dollar amount, an 
asset, or a percentage of your estate. 
2.  Name Accotink as beneficiary of a retirement 
account.  By naming AUUC as a beneficiary, your estate 
will receive a charitable tax deduction and Accotink can 
take a tax-free withdrawal of the account balance, 
making this a simple way to put the full amount of your 
gift to use. 
 When do I need to make my legacy intention to qualify 
for matching funds?   Gift intentions made in 2018 and 

2019 can qualify for WNOV Legacy Challenge matching 
funds.  
 I already made an endowment fund legacy gift 
intention.  Does that count?  Thank you for including 
Accotink in your plans! For the purposes of the WNOV 
Legacy Challenge, gifts qualify if they are made between 
January 2017 and June 2020, or if AUUC is unaware of 
your gift.  If you have already notified our Endowment 
Committee, you can still participate in the WNOV Legacy 
Challenge by increasing your gift. 
 I’m ready to leave a legacy. What do I need to do?  
Contact any AUUC Endowment Committee Member; 
including Outreach Coordinator Jim Girard, or Committee 
Chair Steve Brown at endowment@accotinkuu.org  
Additional details about the WNOV Campaign Legacy 
Challenge is located at http://wakenowourvision.org  

Help Green AUUC December 2nd 

 Once a month AUUC’s Green Team gathers to implement 
plans to green our congregation.  Upcoming meeting are on 
Sunday, December 2 and Sunday, January 6.  We meet from 
11:20 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  in the Darwin Room downstairs.  If you 
have ideas to green our church or a specific project in mind, 
contact co-chairs Julie Floyd or Mary Rose Janya for details. 
 Attending meetings is not a requirement to green our 
church. 

mailto:endowment@accotinkuu.org
http://wakenowourvision.org


Can You Volunteer  

One Hour per Month? 

 Our Fair Trade sales are down a 
bit because we need regular 1st & 
4th Sunday Fair Trade Sellers.  You 
can pair up with a friend, or we’ll find 
a sub if you need a Sunday off.  
 The small profit from our sales 
fund green projects at AUUC (such 
as CFL, and then LED lighting). The 
products sell themselves, so this is 
an easy volunteer opportunity. We 
have a rolling cart stocked with all 
the supplies, a quick training session 
at your convenience, the flexibility of 
trading Sundays with another regular 
Sunday volunteer, or we’ll tap our 
substitute list if you have a conflict.   
 Contact Marge Runge to 
volunteer or to get more 
information. 

Accotink’s Nearly Native Garden 

 You may have noticed that our Nearly Native garden 
on the south side of the church is being spiffed up. That’s 
because we have a new group of very dedicated 
gardeners!  They include some of the church youth, who 
are pictured here helping to build a new pathway.  Other 
Accotink members and friends like Bruce Griffin, Al 
Stolpe, Anamarie Viveros-Long, Leah Lamba-Skidmore, 
and Melissa Kennedy are putting a lot of time, effort, and 
expertise into our very special garden.   
 The garden was started about 15 years ago with 
serious planning and leadership from Accotinker, Del Roy, 
and former member, Jane Taylor.  They did a wonderful 
job of selecting, planting, and nurturing a variety of 
fascinating plants.  Many of those plants are natives of 
northern Virginia that attract and sustain lots of local 
wildlife throughout the seasons.   The Garden is a very 
tangible manifestation of our Unitarian Universalist 
Seventh Principle, “Respect for the interdependent web 
of all existence of which we are a part.”   
 We could always use more help from anyone 
interested in learning about and sustaining native flora 
and fauna.   

 Please let JoAnn Flanagan know if you’d like to 
donate.  We need folks willing to get their hands dirty to 
dig and pull weeds, those who want to help us research 
the plants, and those who can help cover some of the 
costs.  

 

 
MAWLATBAH UNITARIAN SCHOOL 

MAWLAT 

EAST KHASI HILLS DISTRICT 

MEGHALAYA, SHILLONG 

 

Dear Marsha White and all the members of Accotink Unitarian Church. 
First of all my gratitude goes to our heavenly father for who 

gives us this opportunity to write this letter to you. We believe that 
you are in a good health by the blessing of our God from heaven. 

We want to send you again a message of congratulation for 
your great helps to our school is progressed these days, because 
through your kind raising fund comes from the kindness hands of all 
the members of your church. 

Thank you very much for your money  sent us $ 1805. This 
money we can spent with effect from November onward. 

Please send our regards to all our brothers and sisters in 
Accotink Unitarian Church. Tell them that we love and appreciate to 
all beloved friends in Accotink Unitarian Church.  Marsha, once again 
may God bless you and give you in a good health and all your family 
and also all the members of Accotink Unitarian Church. 

Don’t mind if you will find any mistakes in my writing here 
and there. 
  Thanking you 
  Yours faithfully,  Recover K. Sawaian,  Secretary of the School 



 

 

 

 

 

Solar Action Night 

Thursday, December 6; 6:30 p.m.  At  Woodrow Wilson 
Library, 6101 Knollwood Drive, Falls Church, VA 

 Solar power has a lot of potential in Virginia, but we 
face barriers to customer-owned distributed solar that 
prevent residents, businesses, and local governments 
from taking advantage of the opportunities. Join the 
Ready for 100 campaign on December 6 to learn more 
about the status of solar in Virginia, the obstacles that we 
need to remove, and the statewide efforts to expand 
customer solar. The event will offer ways to get involved 
and take action to support clean energy in your 
community and statewide! 
 RSVP to learn more and take action to support solar in 
Virginia! 

SPONSOR:  Sierra Club/Virginia Chapter 

 

General Assembly Session Preview 

Saturday, December 1; 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

 Local watch party will be held at National Wildlife 
Federation Reston Office, 11100 Wildlife Center Drive, 
Reston, VA (Hosted by Choose Clean Water Coalition) 

What's in store for our natural landscapes and 
resources? You are invited to learn about priority 
environmental topics and discuss a collective approach to 
advancing policy in the upcoming legislative session.  

 Check out the 2019 Environmental Briefing Book. This 
annual publication is written by the Virginia Conservation 
Network's Partners to showcase collective state-level 
priorities in the coming year. You can view the 2018 
Environmental Briefing Book by downloading it 
(www.vcnva.org/learn) or purchase/download it as an 
eBook through Amazon.  
Click here for more information and to register.   

SPONSOR:  Virginia Conservation Network 

 

Conservation Lobby Day 

Wednesday, January 30; 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
(Registration will open in December.) 

 Delta Hotel in downtown Richmond, VA (Block of 
rooms has been reserved by Virginia Conservation 
Network at a discounted rate of $147/room for the night 
of Tuesday, 29 January. This discounted group rate is valid 
only through 31 December. Click here to reserve your 
room at the discounted rate.)  Virginia Conservation 
Network organizes Conservation Lobby Day to ensure 
that a strong conservation voice is heard early in the 
legislative session. Volunteer advocates are invited to join 
professional staff of Network Partners as they meet with 
state legislators and encourage them to support 
environmental policy advancements. 
SPONSOR:  Virginia Conservation Network 
 
 

Volunteer Opportunities 

 Environmental interest is increasing within the 
community relating to environmental issues, so we need 
more volunteers to build teams to help propel and 
channel this movement--as indicated below. Any amount 
of help would be appreciated. Please respond with an 
email to Norbert (Norbertsierra@aol.com) with SC 
volunteer in the subject line if you have an interest or 
experience in any of the following areas: 

• Climate and Energy - Renewable energy, energy 
financing, building construction, etc. 

• Political - Working with the offices of your county 
district supervisor, city mayor, Virginia, or Federal 
legislators on environmental issues 

• Publicity - Writing ads or articles in promoting our 
environmental events, or know of any locations--like 
newspapers, websites, etc. 

• Planning - Interest or experience in the planning 
process working with the supervisors or county 

• Water Quality - Looking for someone with technical 
experience in water quality relating to erosion issues 
who can help us understand an erosion issue in a 
floodplain and the land-use impacts. 

Join Sacred Wheel for a truly old-fashioned Yule on 
December 16. This multi-age service will thrill you with the little-
known origins of our modern customs of gift-giving, feasting, and 
parties! Watch as the Lord of Misrule is crowned, and welcome 
back the Unconquerable Sun in this celebration of Life and 
Love. Stay after service for Yuletide food and drink, then 
Ease Into the Season with crafts and music. Salve, countrymen 
and women!   Io Saturnalia!  

http://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=f58203ba58965a03aeae78c1ffee1e4537a29848ef2a3264b29cefea42545b5d84ed0b6f8b04fcaed97ccc48546bf4a0dd1947ea73d28f72
http://www.vcnva.org/learn
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/general-assembly-preview-tickets-51549284297
https://www.marriott.com/meeting-event-hotels/group-corporate-travel/groupCorp.mi?resLinkData=Virginia%20Conservation%20Network%20Lobby%20Day%5Ericde%60vz1vz1z%60147.00%60USD%60false%604%601/29/19%601/30/19%6012/31/18&app=resvlink&stop_mobi=yes
mailto:Norbertsierra@aol.com


Recycle Your Electronics! 

      
 In Prince William County, residents can recycle three 
electronic items per visit for free at: 

• The Landfill: Wednesdays and Saturdays from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. 

• Balls Ford Road Yard Waste Compost Facility: Second 
Saturday monthly, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

      

 For acceptable items and limitations, go to: 
http://www.pwcgov.org/government/dept/publicworks/
trash/Pages/Electronics-Recycling-Program.aspx. 
 In Fairfax County, residents (may be required to 
show proof of residency) can bring them any day to the 
I-66 Transfer Station or the I-95 Landfill Complex. 
Accepted: computers and related equipment, TVs, 
gaming systems, stereos and other household electronic 
devices and cables.  
 Before donating or recycling, delete all personal 
information and remove all batteries as they may need 
to be recycled separately. Be even greener by 
considering an upgrade of the hardware or software on 
your existing device.  Cell phones and rechargeable 
batteries are accepted at the transfer stations and some 
government locations; for more information, go to  
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-
trash/electronics 
 

Locations: 
I-66 Transfer Station:  4618 West Ox Road, Fairfax 
Hours:   Monday - Saturday: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m 
   Sunday: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
I-95 Landfill Complex, 9850 Furnace Road, Lorton 
Hours:   Every Day: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.     

 

Beat the Snow 

 The landscape has the look of hibernation, because 
that is exactly what is happening.  The green of evergreens 
and holly trees punctuate the bare tree scape. There are 
still days when biking, walking or jogging to church is a 
safe option.  Dress warm and in layers, put pocket warmers 
in your pocket for emergencies. Of course, bring a reusable 
water bottle.  If driving better meets your needs, consider 
bringing along a friend or two, and enjoy a thoughtful 
discussion about the service on the way home. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Bea Green, 

 I will be visiting my sweet elderly aunt over the holidays. 
I know that I could take her a book or some candy, but I 
would like to give her something that she could actually do 
as the days for her are long. She uses a walker, so she is 
somewhat limited in her ability to navigate. Do you have 
any green suggestions?   Anita Hint 

 
 

Dear Anita, 

 How lovely of you to want to put special effort into a 
gift for her!  One suggestion is to build a simple raised 
garden bed that can be used indoors. Just make sure it is 
high enough for her to not have to bend down to make her 
little garden.  Add soil and give her seeds and perhaps a 
small watering can. Hooks on the side to hold her tools and 
gloves would be a plus.  

 Or, for her walker, make a pretty wraparound bag with 
compartments for art supplies, crossword or Sudoku 
puzzles, phone, tissues, etc.   

 A third idea is to give her the opportunity to make her 
own photo album. Most pictures today are lodged forever 
in our cell phones or our computers. How about printing 
out (mostly family) pictures that can be glued into a 
scrapbook or added into a photo album? You could enlist all 
family members to continue sending pictures to keep her 
album updated as the family changes and grows.  

 Thank you for reminding me of the need to be 
thoughtful in my gift giving.    Bea  

  

Labels for Education:  Look for the red-capped collection jar 
in the gallery.  Our labels go to Weyanoke Elementary 
School, which has a very high number of children receiving 
free or reduced-priced lunches.  AUUC member Ann Smith 
teaches at this school and delivers the labels.  
 

Brown Paper Grocery Bags:  Place your clean, dry and folded 
brown paper grocery bags on the shelf in the coat closet 
near the gallery. The Lorton Community Action Center on 
Route 1 in Lorton uses paper and reusable fabric bags in their 
food distribution program.   

http://www.pwcgov.org/government/dept/publicworks/trash/Pages/Electronics-Recycling-Program.aspx
http://www.pwcgov.org/government/dept/publicworks/trash/Pages/Electronics-Recycling-Program.aspx
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/electronics
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/electronics


Unitarian Universalist Principles 

WE, THE MEMBER CONGREGATIONS OF THE  

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST ASSOCIATION,  

COVENANT TO AFFIRM AND PROMOTE 

•   The inherent worth and dignity of every person;  
•   Justice, equality, and compassion in human relations; 
•   Acceptance of one another and encouragement to  
     spiritual growth in our congregations; 
•   A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 
•   The right of conscience and the use of the democratic  
      process within our congregations and in society at large; 
•   The goal of world community with peace, liberty and  
     Justice for all; 
• Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of 

which we are a part. 

ACCOTINK UU CHURCH  

10125 Lakehaven Court  

Burke, VA 22015-3907  
 

 

 

 

 

What How Where to Place Recipient/More Info 

Paper or Reusable Grocery 
Bags 

Clean, folded Leave on upper level coat 
closet shelf 

Lorton Community  

Action Center’s food  

distribution program 

Box Tops for Education Logo on General Mills  
products 

Red topped clear  
container with a yellow  

label on the Social  

Justice table in the  

gallery  

Weyanoke Elementary 
School’s low-income  

children 

Commingled materials: 
All types of paper, paper-
board, and cardboard; 
#1-7 Plastic and all glass  

bottles; 
Aluminum and steel cans, pie 
plates, foil (rinsed) 
NO FOAM waste – place in 
trash 

Use clear plastic bag liners; 
lift bin lid to discard items 
that don’t fit through slot/
hole 
Orders of service, office 
paper, newspapers, phone 
books, catalogs, magazines, 
boxes, envelopes with  
windows, etc. 
Flatten boxes; tear large 
pieces 
Rinse, drain bottles and 
cans    

Tall blue containers in 
kitchen, near the west  
entrance, office, and 
downstairs. 
Take to recycle bin outside 
in the fire truck turn 
around area 

 If your refuse carrier does 
not take some  
recyclables collected at 
church, deposit them  
directly into AUUC’s  
recycle dumpster  
outside. 

NOTE:  We are no longer collecting food waste for composting.  Please dispose of food waste in the trash or garbage  

disposal.  If someone wishes to take home coffee grounds for composting, please do. 


