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In the Interim…

Rev. Linda

•
•

6/2

•

June Outreach - UUSJ
Flower Communion
Annual Congregational Meeting following service,
11:30
Vote for next year’s outreach recipients

6/23

Rev. Linda’s final sermon as AUUC’s Interim Minister

6/30

Beacon House Summer Camp Campaign ends

7/12

Beacon House Donor Appreciation Day

7/16
7/28

Preferred cutoff date for ordering Beacon House
school supplies online
Final RE classes for summer. Classes resume 9/15

8/1

Rev. Pippin’s AUUC ministry begins

8/58/9

Camp Spirit Quest—Nature Camp at AUUC
Ages 5-10, 9 am—3 pm

8/12- Camp Spirit Quest—STEAMpunk Camp
8/16 Ages 7-12, 9 am—3 pm
8/16
8/18

Deadline for ordering Beacon House school supplies
online
Beacon House school supply donations due in gallery

9/15

RE Classes resume

9/22

Mawlat School donations due to AUUC

June 2
Congregational
Meeding

And suddenly, it is
summer! It came upon us
quickly, this time of year full
of pools opening,
graduations, end-of-school
parties, anniversaries,
Father’s Day, vacations.
It’s a time of celebrations
for church, as well. I encourage everyone to bring
flowers to share at our annual Flower Communion on
June 2 and take the time at the Annual Meeting after
that service to say “thank you” to all who have led this
congregation in the year now ending. If you have to
miss the first Sunday in June, do try to connect with
those in this congregation who have made a difference
to you.
I will be spending the month finding various ways
to reflect with you on what we’ve shared together
during the years of interim, gifts given and received.
And I will be finding ways to say “thank you” (which I
love to do) and “goodbye” (which is much harder for
me). Somewhere in the midst of all of this, let us seek
to deepen our insight into life and relationships and
our faith. Time is always passing, and the chances to
connect, share, and then let go are always offering us
the doorways to discernment and perhaps wisdom.
Like many of yours, my calendar will be full and
take me on journeys this month – to Spokane for the
annual General Assembly of the UU Association of
Congregations, and then in the week following my last
sermon to you on June 23, I leave for some time in
Vermont with family. I know many of you also are
facing a full calendar, but it is my hope to see you at
some time before the month ends. (Looking ahead, I
look forward to the last Sunday in July, when I will be
with you for a final goodbye. And then August 1, Rev.
Pippin begins at Accotink, and I will begin an interim
ministry at another UU church.)
Welcome, June, and all it may bring!
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A Note from the President and the Council Chair

Wisdom – Finding the Right Balance
Our worship theme this month is wisdom. In our research on wisdom we
found what we think is a good explanation on the Psychology Today website
that seems to resonate with our UU aspirations. In part it says, “Wisdom
involves nuanced thinking, considering many different perspectives of a
situation rather than employing black and white thinking. Wise people are also
open to new ways of thinking, challenging the status quo to produce a novel
or unexpected outcome. They also have considerable tolerance for
uncertainty. Balance is a key component of wisdom as well. Wise people
generally act on behalf of the common good but also ensure that their own
needs are met, striving for harmony among competing demands and goals.
Wise people may also seek to understand the motives of others, rather than
merely judge their behavior. In addition to fostering understanding and
respect of others, wisdom often provides a fulfilling sense of purpose in life.”
Balancing body, mind, and spirit seems to be a major attribute of wisdom,
but as we all know, maintaining balance is an ongoing practice and is often
challenging. We’re glad to be part of a faith tradition and a congregation that
strives to achieve balance in our worship, programs, and activities reflecting
various perspectives aligned with our UU principles.
This month, as spring turns into summer, we enter a “slow” season for
UUs – many churches’ activities slow to a minimum during the summer so that
congregants can relax with their families/friends and ministers can spend time
revitalizing. Taking some time to refresh over the summer is a sign of wisdom
– especially since we’ve got an exciting church year coming up with our new
minister.
On the flip side, if finding balance for you means finding a new way to get
involved in our church community over the summer, don’t worry —- there are
plenty of opportunities! We have two summer camps for children: contact
Lara at dsd@accotinkuu.org. The Auction Committee is starting to plan for
the 2019 Auction and needs some fresh perspectives (especially someone to
help organize and implement the children’s activities): contact Ken at
kheller3@cox.net. Our Communications Team is in need of people to help
with messaging and social media: contact Debbie at
communications@accotinkuu.org. Plus, keep checking our website and
weekly emails for other opportunities.
Have a wonderful June, and keep seeking balance and wisdom!
In faith,
Kristina Watts, President
Judy Usherson, Council Chair

Coming Up at Accotink - June Services - Month of Sundays – Reimagining the Common Good

June Theme:

Wisdom

“Sometimes, if you stand on the bottom rail of a bridge and lean over to
watch the river slipping slowly away beneath you, you will suddenly know
everything there is to be known.” A.A. Milne

June 2 - Flower Communion: Giving and Receiving
The historic Unitarian ceremony of giving and receiving flowers reminds us that we all have gifts to share, and that
community is a blessing. Bring some flowers to add to the bouquet on this Sunday when we welcome new members,
give appreciations to leaders, and celebrate what we have learned together. Rev. Linda is preaching, a guest from
UUs for Social Justice (UUSJ) will visit us, and the choir is singing!

June 9 - How the Light Gets In
Leonard Cohen's folk song "Anthem" reminds us that it is through our imperfections that the light gets in. Might they
also be how our light gets out? Accotink welcomes to our pulpit a guest minister, the Rev. Diane Teichert, a friend and
colleague of Rev. Linda’s. Rev. Teichert retired from full-time ministry due to disabilities remaining from a 2014 stroke
while she was the Minister of Paint Branch UU Church in Adelphi, MD. Before coming to Maryland, she served
congregations in Massachusetts following a 20-year career as a labor and community organizer.

June 16 – The Wisdom of Generations
As we mark many 50-year milestones this year (Stonewall, moon-landing, Woodstock), Rev. Linda and Accotink
members reflect on what we learn from connecting with generations, and listening to wisdom gained, reflecting
especially on messages from our fathers.

June 23 – The Last Sermon
Rev. Linda reflects on what she has learned from her time with the members and friends of Accotink. In the true spirit
of Benediction, we offer one another blessings for the time that has passed and the days yet to come.

June 30 - "What We Do Together"
Religious liberals prize our freedom to choose what we believe. But what is the price of our freedom to choose? Guest
preacher is Benjamin van Dyne, a young community organizer and minister who was in one of Rev. Linda’s youth
groups 20 years ago.

Sunday Service is at 10 am
We welcome members, friends, and visitors to our Sunday services. Religious education programs are provided
for toddlers through 12th graders during the service. A nursery is available for infants and toddlers. Please join us
for coffee and conversation after the service.
Bring a Friend to Church! You Are Our Best Growth Strategy! The best way to grow our church and spread the
message of our life-saving ministries is YOU. Word of mouth and personal invitation are the most powerful and lasting
ways we grow our church. So if there is someone you know searching, or someone who you know we would benefit
from having among us, ask him/her/them to come to church with you. Offer to drive them, and help us expand our
horizons as only those who have waited for us all their lives and then find us truly can. Let us not keep our “Spiritual
Home Beyond Belief” under a barrel; let its light – your testimony – shine bright and long.

RE NEWS

Summer Activities Include
ChUUrchcraft, Outdoor Adventures,
and The Fifth Dimension

Remember to Sign Up for
Camp Spirit Quest

Our RE year will be finished on June 9th! We are
planning to celebrate another successful year with
popsicles on the playground after RE class that day. If
you have a child or teen in our program please plan to
stay for a snack and some social time.
Although our official RE year will be finished, we will
be offering a few summer classes for our kids and
teens.
Between June 23 and July 28, Preschool through 5 th
graders are invited to choose between two classes:
Outdoor Adventures and ChUUrchcraft.
• Outdoor Adventures will take place outside.
We will be taking advantage of our awesome
property and have hands-on fun while learning
about amazing insects, skulls & teeth, scat and
tracks, frogs & tadpoles, and honeybees. Plan
to wear clothing you don’t mind getting dirty if
you want to join in!
• ChUUrchcraft is a mini World Religions
exploration created using Minecraft.
Participants are welcome to bring their ipads or
kindles to play, however, this isn’t required.
Teams will learn about the architecture and
important objects of eight different religions.
They will use this knowledge to build and fill the
rooms of our Minecraft building.

We have 2 AWESOME camp opportunities for kids and youth
this summer!

Our Jr and Sr UUth will be using The Fifth
Dimension, a curriculum based on original episodes of
the Twilight Zone. This curriculum was a huge hit two
summers ago and kicked off some great conversations!
Topics to be covered include bigotry, greed, war, evil,
racism, and conformity.
During the month of August and the first two weeks
in September, RE will be on a break. We will be
prepping and holding Camp Spirit Quest during this
time and preparing for the 2019-2020 RE year at this
time. We will have childcare available for children in 5 th
grade and under during each service. Jr and Sr Youth
are welcome to join in service upstairs during this time.
On September 15th our 2019-2020 RE Year will kickoff! More information about the themes and topics for
our classes will be available next month.

August 5-9 Nature Camp at AUUC!
Join us for a week of biology, ecology, and the 7th
Principle! Explore AUUC's awesome environment and learn
about our neighborhood (plants, animals, and humans) through
play, investigation, storytelling, games, and crafts. Each day
will feature a theme and both structured and unstructured
activity time. We will be outside most of the day, so sunscreen,
bug spray, and water are musts. Play will happen rain or shine!
Ages: 5-10
Cost: $200
Time: 9am - 3pm (early drop-off available)

August 12 - 16 STEAMpunk Camp
Throughout history, the world has experienced its fair share
of problems, from slavery to natural disasters, and everything
in between. Prominent 20th century Unitarian Buckminster
Fuller believed science had the ability to solve all the world’s
problems and bring humanity into harmony. Your child is
cordially invited to travel back in time to meet “Bucky” himself,
and put their science, technology, engineering, art and
mathematics skills to the test in solving the world’s problems,
at the 1929 Cincinnati Science Fair! With a mixture of live action
role playing (LARPing), real world science experiments,
inventing, and social activism, STEAMpunk summer camp is
bound to be fun and have something for everyone!
Ages: 7-12
Cost: $200
Time: 9am - 3pm (early drop-off available)
Discounts:
Register for 2 weeks of camp: pay $300
Register multiple children (same family): save 10%
Register Online at https://goo.gl/wxThgY
Visit accotinkuu.org for more information
Email camp@accotinkuu.org with questions

10125 Lakehaven Court
Burke, VA 22015
(703) 503-4579
Web site: accotinkuu.org
E-mail: administrator@accotinkuu.org

Dear AUUC Community,
I wish to invite you to our Annual Congregational Meeting on June 2, 2019 at 11:30 following church services. Our
Congregational Meetings are important for putting into practice the democratic principles asserted by our Fifth
UU Principle. Our By-laws reinforce this by requiring us to meet as a congregation yearly to elect new officers and
receive information from various groups. We also use this time to review our financial status and select the social
justice outreach organizations that we will support during the following year.
I strongly urge you to attend to exercise your commitment to AUUC. Registration for voting by members will
begin at 9:30 a.m. and continue when services end until the meeting is called to order at 11:30 a.m. We will be
serving refreshments to keep us sustained during the meeting.
The meeting agenda is as follows:
• Opening remarks by Kristina Watts, President of the Congregation
• Financial Report from Joe Tuggle, Financial Advisor
• Endowment Report
• Memorials Report
• Safety and Security Task Force Report
• Covenant Task Force – Bylaw amendment (see attached)
• Selection of Social Justice Outreach Collections for next year (see attached)
• Election of Officers (see attached)
• Conclusion of our Interim, report by Rev. Linda Olson Peebles
In the attachments you’ll find a description of the candidates for the election of our leaders. Should you not be
able to attend the meeting on June 2, there is also a proxy form with a sample ballot. Please remember that each
individual attending can only act as the proxy for one person not attending. It is important that we have a
quorum to elect our officers. Please plan to attend to elect your church leaders, to vote to amend our bylaws, to
vote on the Social Justice philanthropic organizations, and to hear updates on issues important to our Church life.

In faith,

Kristina Watts, Congregational President
Attachments:
Social Justice Outreach Information and Ballot
Proposed Bylaw Amendment
Leadership Nominations – Biographies of Candidates
Proxy Form / Sample Ballot

10125 Lakehaven Court, Burke, VA 22015, (703) 503-4579
Web site: accotinkuu.org E-mail: administrator@accotinkuu.org

Dear members of Accotink Unitarian Universalist Church,
The Social Justice Committee invites all AUUC members to vote on which organizations we will support with our
monthly outreach collections during the 2019-20 church year starting July 2019. You will receive a ballot at the
Annual Meeting on June 2, 2019. Please complete and return the ballot by the conclusion of the meeting.
If you will not be present at the Annual Meeting, you may vote using the “sample ballot” below, and either
• ask another member to bring your completed ballot to the meeting
• OR mail your ballot to the church office addressed to “Social Justice Committee/Outreach 2020 Ballot”
• OR place your ballot in an envelope marked “Outreach 2020 Ballot” in the Social Justice Committee mailbox in
the church office
All ballots must be received by 11:00 AM Sunday, June 2, 2018 to be counted
Each AUUC member may vote for TEN organizations from the list of 13 nominations. Two monthly slots have
already been reserved for VOICE and UUSJ, so these names are not listed on the ballot.
Thank you for your participation in this important decision process.
With appreciation,
Nancy Davis on behalf of the Social Justice Committee

SAMPLE BALLOT: AUUC Outreach Collection Nominations for 2019-20
Please check no more than 10 boxes. Your name: ___________________________

VOTE for 10

Organizations Nominated
Beacon House
Earth Sangha
Faith Alliance for Climate Solutions (FACS)
Haven of Northern Virginia
Homestretch
Just Neighbors
Life with Cancer
NAMI Northern Virginia
Northern VA Therapeutic Riding Program (NVTRP)
Opportunities, Alternatives, and Resources (OAR) of Fairfax County
paws4people
Specially Adapted Resource Clubs (SPARC)
Student Peace Awards of Fairfax County

Please refer to the next pages for additional information about these nominated organizations. Click here to open a
Word document with more detailed information about each organization.

2019-20 Nominations for Outreach Collections: Additional Information
The following 13 nonprofit organizations have been nominated for outreach collections for next church year. Please visit their
websites for more details or speak with the person who nominated the organization.
Organizations
Nominated
Beacon House

Earth Sangha

Function & Beneficiaries

Nominator/Sponsor

Website

Afterschool academics, organized sports, mentoring and
nurturing for 400 low-income children/teens in NE D.C.
Supported by area UU churches
Propagates & distributes plants native to No. VA with goal of
ecological restoration of public lands. Also supports Dominican
Republic rain forest restoration & coffee farmers

John Peterson

www.beaconhousedc.org

JoAnn Flanagan
& Anamaria
Viveros-Long
Marsha White

https://
www.earthsangha.org

www.faithforclimate.org/

Faith Alliance for
Climate Solutions
(FACS)
Haven of
Northern Virginia

Interfaith group advocating for climate change solutions in No.
VA, framed by Fairfax to Zero Campaign. Presents united
positions & connects effectively with local policy makers
Organization of trained volunteers that offers emotional & grief
sup-port, workshops, at no charge to the bereaved, seriously ill,
the dying and their families -- encouraging healing

Jill Jones

https://
www.havenofnova.org

Homestretch

Takes in homeless parents with children, empowering parents
(many single moms) to attain permanent housing, selfsufficiency; provides skills, knowledge, hope
Provides legal assistance to low-income immigrants including
DACA recipients, refugees, asylum seekers living in Fairfax
region; helps obtain documentation legally entitled to
Provides free individual and family support and counseling for
people experiencing cancer through support groups, counseling,
wellness, nutrition & exercise programs
Life-changing programs give hope, raise awareness, provide
education, support groups, advocacy for people dealing with
mental health conditions, their families & the public

John Peterson

https://homestretchva.org

Jan Forsyth

https://
www.justneighbors.org/

Gloria Smith

https://
www.lifewithcancer.org/

Daria Akers

www.naminorthernvirginia.org/

Northern VA
Therapeutic
Riding Program
(NVTRP)
Opportunities,
Alternatives, and
Resources (OAR)
of Fairfax County
paws4people

Equine assisted activities for children & adults with disabilities,
youth-at-risk, recovering military personnel, helping each realize
highest potential

Tessa Hassett

https://www.nvtrp.org/

Helps rebuild lives and breaks cycle of crime through
rehabilitative and supportive services to individuals and families
involved in criminal justice system; reduces recidivism

Ed Kringer

https://oarnova.org/

Provides assistance dogs to veterans, children w/ disabilities; the
dogs are trained in WV prisons by prisoners; CHESSIE, AUUC’s
p4p dog, serves a WV family as emotional support dog

https://paws4people.org/

Specially Adapted
Resource Clubs
(SPARC)

Unique programs enrich lives of young adults with life-long
physical and/or developmental disAbilities keeping them safe,
healthy and engaged in their community; skills and friendships
grow in 4 clubhouses

RE classes, Lara
Profitt & Nancy
Davis
Jessica Burmester

Student Peace
Awards of Fairfax
County

Awards young people who work as peacemakers with a small
monetary gift and county-wide recognition; open to all Fairfax
Co. high schools which select recipients. AUUC is one of 19
interfaith/civic group sponsors

Just Neighbors
Life with Cancer
NAMI Northern
Virginia

https://sparcsolutions.org/

Dotty Smith

http://
fairfax.studentpeaceawar
ds.org/

The Outreach Collection Program is sponsored by the Social Justice Committee of Accotink Unitarian Universalist Church.
AUUC individuals nominated these organizations for your consideration, and have agreed to sponsor the collections, if
selected.
The AUUC Outreach Collection Program provides us a way to provide financial support as a congregation to organizations
that put into practice our UU principles and to deepen relationships/partnerships with organizations with which AUUC
individuals/groups are connected. We also learn about the good work being done in our community by these non-profits.

PROPOSED AUUC BYLAW AMENDMENT
June 2, 2019
ARTICLE II – PURPOSES: We, the members of the Congregation of the Accotink Unitarian Universalist
Church, covenant to affirm and promote a community of people dedicated to seeking religious, social, and
ethical values, essentially following the guidelines established by the General Assembly of the Unitarian
Universalist Association. Grateful for the religious pluralism which extends and ennobles our faith, we are
inspired to deepen our understanding and expand our vision. In addition, we maintain a Congregational
Covenant that describes how we aspire to relate to one another and our wider communities. This covenant is
appended to these Bylaws. As free individuals, we enter into this covenant, promising one another our mutual
support.
…

APPENDIX
Accotink Unitarian Universalist Church Congregational Covenant
Believing that living together in peace is a spiritual practice, we, the members of Accotink Unitarian Universalist
Church, enter into a covenant with one another to build a joyful community that sustains us in our search for
truth and meaning. We aspire to live AUUC's purpose in the following ways:
by accepting that individuals are unique with their own gifts, needs, growth, limits, and identities while
lovingly holding each other accountable for actions in the spirit of this covenant;
by respecting the rights and dignity of each individual, our community, and the world at large;
by listening with open hearts and minds and expressing ourselves with integrity through peaceful
communication;
by supporting one another in good times and bad, and by coming together in our safe community for lifeenriching connections and experiences;
by being stewards of our community, acknowledging that church is an active pursuit enriched by many
types of contributions; and
by working together for justice and equity in our congregation, the surrounding community, and the wider
world.
Though we know it is impossible to provide guidance for every human encounter, we hope all who come here
will strive to conduct their relationships with the intention that this document sets forth. Recognizing that we
are all human, we aspire to forgive ourselves and others when we err from the covenant, work together to
make amends, learn from our mistakes, and recommit to this covenant. Finally, we acknowledge that this is a
living document, meant to be improved according to church community needs.
Adopted by the congregation on 6/3/2018. To be reviewed and revised as needed by the congregational annual
meeting of 2021.

Accotink Unitarian Universalist Church
Annual Meeting, June 2, 2019
Leader Nominations - Biographies of Candidates
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Our bylaws provide for 15 to 23 leadership positions, elected by the congregation, within five entities: Board of Directors (4
to 8), Council (1), Commission on our Ministries (3 to 5), Leadership Development and Nomination Committee (3), and
Endowment Committee (4 to 6). These leaders serve two- or three-year terms. The Leadership Development and
Nomination Committee (LDNC) submit the following nominees for open elected positions. Nominations can also be taken
from the floor at the annual meeting for election by the congregation on June 2, 2019:

◼ Board of Directors (2-year term, except 1-year term for Youth members):
Up for election – Kate Heilig (at-large member) and Elizabeth Cronin (youth rep)
Kate Heilig is fairly new to Accotink as well as UU in general but has jumped in with both feet, being active in the Social
Justice committee here at AUUC. One thing she loves about Accotink is the sense of community and gaining a whole new
family! She lives with her 15-year old daughter Kayle and two rescue beagles, Boudreau and Beatrice. During the day, she
manages a busy, local veterinary office where she has been for almost 20 years. Her family’s free time includes
volunteering with animal rescue groups, hiking, road trips, and watching movies.
Youth representative:
Elizabeth Cronin: Elizabeth Cronin is 17 years old. She has two brothers, Johnny and Eddie. Her hobbies include drawing,
martial arts, basketball, poetry, photography, public speaking, hanging out with friends, fashion, and making stories.
Continuing directors: Kristina Watts (President), Peter Kahle (Vice President), Joe Tuggle (Financial Advisor), Sarah
Pevner (Secretary), Bruce Griffin (At-Large), Lindsay Muirhead (At-Large).

◼ Council Chair (2-year term):
Up for election – Vanessa Hall
Vanessa Winter Hall has been a member of AUUC for the last 6 years and was a friend, since 2001, of Arlington UU Church
where both she and John were married. She’s a local, having lived in NoVA since 1981. At AUUC, she has been an RE
teacher, Children’s Spiritual Development Committee (CSDC) Chair, Our Whole Lives (OWL) facilitator-trained, on the hiring
committee for both the current Director of Spiritual Development (DSD) and Religious Education Coordinator (REC), and
co-chair of the Safety and Security Task Force. She is also a Girl Scout Leader, Science Olympiad Coach, PTA Board Liaison,
and regular volunteer at Mantua ES. Prior to AUUC, Vanessa served on the Board of the Arlington UU Cooperative
Preschool (Auction/Fundraising), managed multi-million government Brownfields contracts with the EPA, evaluated
environmental risk and insurance coverage for Fortune 100 and 500 companies, and given birth to three children. She’s still
not quite sure what she wants to do when she grows up….
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◼ Commission on our Ministries (COOM) (3-year term):
No term up for election this year.
Continuing members: Ned Adams, Connie Diamant, Christine Fuller, Moe Moser, Stanley Lichtman

◼ Leadership Development and Nomination Committee (3-year term):
Up for election – Kathryn Adams, Mary Kringer, Jeff Wilklow
Kathryn Adams: Kathryn has been a Unitarian Universalist and member of Accotink for more than 12 years. She is an
aspiring UU Seminarian, mom of two wonderful kids and a Health Policy Analyst. She had been serving with small group
ministries, the Leadership Development and Nomination Committee, and enjoys bring part of our community.

Mary Kringer with her husband Ed have been members of AUUC since 2007. Her favorite volunteer AUUC work has been
as an RE teacher for five years. In addition, she served on the Board and as Program Council Chair for two years each. Mary
continues to appreciate and support the RE program with her grandson attending for the past six years.
Jeff Wilklow has been a member of AUUC for more than 20 years. He has taught RE, sung in the choir, worked on a variety
of committees, been involved in the pledge drive and special fundraising initiatives, and served on and chaired the Board.
Fun fact: while chairing the communications committee he created the tagline “A Spiritual Home Beyond Belief,” which
may prove to be his most enduring legacy at AUUC. This will be his second stint on the Leadership Development
Committee.
Continuing members: None

◼ Endowment and Bequests Committee (3-year term):
Up for election – Jim Girard
Jim Girard: Jim has been a member of Accotink since 1995. He has served on the religious education committee, on the
finance committee as its chair, and on the Board of Trustees. Jim was Board Chair from 1998 to 1999. He was co-chair of the
ministerial search committee that brought Reverend Scott to Accotink and most recently chair of the search committee
that identified our ministerial candidate Dr. Pippin Whitaker. Jim is a professor of chemistry at American University. He has
experience working with investments and financial planning.
Continuing members: Herb Bartlett; Steve Brown; John Hall; Dick Robison

PROXY FORM - 2019 ANNUAL MEETING
I, _________________________________ hereby transfer my vote at the June 2, 2019, AUUC
Congregational Meeting by proxy to _______________________________________________.
Signed _______________________________
Dated _______________________________

Accotink Unitarian Universalist Church
2019-2020 Leadership Ballot
Board of Directors
• Kate Heilig – At-large member
• Elizabeth Cronin – Youth member
Continuing directors: Kristina Watts (President); Peter Kahle (Vice President); Joe Tuggle (Financial Advisor);
Sarah Pevner (Secretary); Bruce Griffin (At-large); Lindsay Muirhead (At-Large)
Council Chair
• Vanessa Hall
Commission on Our Ministries (COOM)
• none up for election this year
Continuing members: Ned Adams; Connie Diamant; Christine Fuller; Moe Moser; Stanley Lichtman
Leadership Development and Nominating Committee (LDNC)
• Kathryn Adams
• Mary Kringer
• Jeff Wilklow
Continuing members: none
Endowment and Bequests Committee
• Jim Girard
Continuing members: Herb Bartlett; Steve Brown; John Hall; Dick Robison

Caring Connections

Omitted from Web edition.

Join the nUUners June Discussions

Are you a poetry lover or are you interested in
becoming a poetry lover?
This group is open to anyone with an interest in reading
and understanding poetry. We typically meet the second
Wed. of every month in the evenings with dessert,
coffee, tea or soft drinks and great conversation.

Date: Wed., June 12 at 7:00pm
Poetry: Wendell Berry
Host: Judy Robison.

This popular AUUC informal discussion group
normally meets the second and fourth Mondays of the
month from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. All interested persons
are welcome to bring a bag lunch and join us in the
church gallery. We chat and socialize until noon, and
then start the day’s discussion on a topic chosen in
advance and led by a member of the group. The group
participates in setting up the tables and in cleaning up
afterwards. Coffee and tea are available, and desserts/
fruit are provided by members on a voluntary
basis. The programs for June are:
• June 10 – Downsizing. The discussion will be led by
Jill Jones, with refreshments provide by Jan
Clement.
• June 24 – Early Aviators/Early Aviation. Mary
Lipsey and Warren McLaine will lead the discussion
and Toni Acton will provide refreshments.

Please RSVP to Judy if you plan to attend.

June 9th
Join AUUC’s Green Team!
AUUC’s Green Sanctuary Team gathers
monthly for a short meeting to plan and
implement projects to green our congregation.
Please join us on Sunday, June 9 from 11:30
AM to 12:30 PM to begin planning for the
upcoming church year (at AUUC; specific
location to be determined). If you have ideas to
green our church or a specific project in mind to
lead, contact co-chairs Julie Floyd or Mary Rose
Janya.

AUUC Shows Up in Numbers!
What a great VOICE Action on May 19! We got
commitments from the candidates to join us in important
social justice work in Fairfax County. VOICE will hold the
chair, once elected, to his/her promises. Also, enlightening
to hear people’s stories and learn about Gum Springs.
Many thanks to all of our congregants who
participated, included Peter and Laidler Campbell, Dick
Foster, Jan Forsyth, Kate Heilig, Ken Heller, Mary Rose
Janya, Scott Larson, Vicki Long, John Peterson, Art and
Marlene Politano, Phil and Marge Runge, Quan Tran, Janis
and Eric Tannehill, Olivia Tuggle, Kate Wanderer, and our
Rev Linda. AUUC goal was 25 participants and thanks to
everyone, we met it plus one. This number of 26 was
announced in front of the assembly. That day VOICE said
from the pulpit that we are Christians, Muslims, Jews, and
Unitarian Universalists. We are small in numbers, but we
are included because we come out in numbers.
Thank you,
Dotty, Chris, Pam, and Suzy

AUUC’s Outreach Sunday Collection (June 2nd) supports
the Unitarian Universalists for Social Justice (UUSJ). UUSJ
educates and engages Washington, DC area congregations
about the pressing issues of our time - issues that Unitarian
Universalists are called to address based on the values
embedded in our seven UU principles. UUSJ facilitates
collaboration among UUs and our allies to ensure that our
Congressional leaders hear our voices, know our concerns
and are pushed to act. For more than 18 years, UUSJ has
inspired and challenged local UUs to transform concern into
action on issues important to AUUC.
UUSJ’s priority areas are immigration, escalating
economic inequity, defending democracy, and the
environment and climate justice. To accomplish these
things, UUSJ:
• Equips and mobilizes UU congregations to advocate for
social justice issues in the federal arena on our priorities
and related issues
• Provides “Write Here! Write Now!” toolkits for effective
letter-writing campaigns
• Leads monthly visits to Congress to meet with
legislators/staffers
• Facilitates a UU presence at rallies, gatherings, and
other events to raise awareness, demonstrate
solidarity, and engage supporters
• Collaborates with other progressive groups to advance
our causes
Recent Activities: “Get out the Vote" campaign (OctNov); webinar on the Evolution of Inequity with Brookings
Institute (January); two "Immigration 101" briefings (April
and May); worked with Ministry for Earth on climate justice
month (May); supported the Poor People's Campaign
(June); presenting UUSJ issues at 2019 GA (June); rallying at
Supreme Court and Capitol Hill on UU value issues (June
through Labor Day).
With our help, this advocacy work will expand in 2020 as
UUSJ continues working with the UUA to be the national
voice of UU’s on Capitol Hill.
AUUC is on the UUSJ board and our members actively
participate in its many educational and advocacy programs.
Sponsored by: AUUC’s Social Justice Committee

Congratulations AUUC Graduates!
Help Support SUMMER CAMP ‘19 at Beacon House by June 30
According to the National Summer Learning Association, “Every summer, low-income youth lose two to three
months in reading while their higher-income peers make slight gains.” For more than 20 years, Beacon House has
hosted a summer camp to prevent summer learning loss for the children of Edgewood Commons. This year the D.C.
government has provided significant funding, designating Beacon House a 2019 “Summer Strong” grantee. However,
Beacon House still needs to raise $30,000 to fund 90 youth ages 7-13 so they can participate in either Camp LEAP
(Learning Enrichment and Play) or Sports Camp over the 5-week period, July 1 – Aug. 2.
If you would like to support Summer Camp at Beacon House, please visit www.beaconhousedc.org/give, or mail
your check to Beacon House, P.O. Box 29629, Washington, D.C. 20017. The Summer Camp Campaign runs now through
June 30, 2019.
And mark your calendar for Donor Appreciation Day at Beacon House, Friday, July 12, and see the campers in action.
For Camp LEAP, campers will have opportunities to learn 3D printing, learn safe practices in woodworking, go on
weekly trips to the library and pool, write their own books, plant and tend to their very own garden, and so much
more! Sports Camp encourages children to live healthy and active lifestyles and is designed to teach fundamentals of
competitive sports and to create awareness of the educational and career opportunities in the sports industry. To
further enforce the emphasis on education, there are also dedicated literacy and reading times, field trips to two local
universities with sports medicine programs and to educational museums.
Whether Camp LEAP or Sports Camp, youth will continue their learning over the summer, build character and selfconfidence, and develop new skills, in the safe and nurturing environment that Beacon House is able to provide.
Beacon House was founded in 1991 by UU minister Rev. Donald Robinson and is supported by UU churches in the
VA, MD, DC area. Thanks from the AUUC Social Justice Committee for your support.

June 12
Accotink Buddhist Fellowship
For sharing stories, knowledge and experiences in
everyday Buddhism.
Join us for a discussion on “walking the Eightfold
Path”, and freeing ourselves from the dis-ease of the
human condition; meditation, and discussions on

Wednesday, June 12, 2019.

Darwin Room, Room 126, 7-8:30 pm
Art Politano
RSVP to Art

June 2
Vote For Next Year’s
Outreach Collection Recipients
Ballots will be available at the Annual Meeting on
Sunday, June 2 to give everyone attending and those
participating by proxy the opportunity to vote. Please
click here to see detailed information about all the
nominations: https://accotinkuu.org/wp-content/
uploads/2019/04/Outreach-Collection-Nominations-20192020.pdf
Voting results will be published in an upcoming This
Week at Accotink. Thank you from the Social Justice
Committee for your participation in this important
decision.

Help Beacon House Kids Get Ready for School
With the assistance of area UU churches like Accotink, our local UU urban
ministry, Beacon House, provides new book bags and school supplies to children
enrolled in its program. Shop those great summer back-to-school sales and pick
up some school supplies for Beacon House children and youth. Place your
donations in the collection box in the gallery or on the upstairs coat closet shelf
through Sunday, August 18.
Below is what is needed (or pick up a take-home yellow flyer with details
from the Social Justice bulletin board). Place donated supplies in the collection
box in the gallery or on the coat closet shelf.

Beacon House School Supplies
Backpacks
Child-sized backpacks
Adult backpacks

Writing/Drawing Materials:

Paper Products:

# 2 pencils
ball point pens (blue or black)
8 count markers

Marble composition books
Spiral notebooks (wide & college ruled)
Packs of graph paper

Crayons (24 or 64 count)
Erasers (pink, pencil top, or large)

Packs of wide-ruled writing paper
Packs of college-ruled writing paper

Packs of colored pencils

Packs of 3x5 inch ruled index cards,

Highlighters- florescent yellow

Packs of 3x3 Post-it Notes

Dry-ease markers

Other:
Scissors (adult or safety blunt)
Rulers (inches & centimeters)

3-ring pencil holders
2-pocket folders

Calculators (basic and graphing)

Packs of dividers

Protractors and Compasses
Glue sticks (small & large)

3 ring binders (1.5, 2 or 3 inch)
Boxes of tissues

Bottles of white school glue

Scotch Magic Tape and Refillable

Zippered pouch for pencils/supplies

Hand sanitizer and Clorox Wipes

NEW: On-line Purchasing
Blu School Supplies
for Beacon House
Too busy to shop locally for school
supplies? There’s a new online
ordering program this year called Blu
School Supplies at https://
beaconhousedc.bluschoolsupplies.co
m/collections/donate-pre-made-kits
Individual backpacks and kits for
three age groups are available.
There is a limit on how many
backpacks are available online based
in Beacon House’s needs, so when
that limit is met, the item will not be
available. The photos of the kits are a
sample of what is in the kit; the entire
content of the kits will be revealed
when the kit is in your cart. Beacon
House built the kits to the age group’s
specific needs. Supplies are shipped
directly to Beacon House.
Cutoff ordering preferred date:
July 16; this give Beacon House an
early look at unfilled needs. Cut off
ordering second date: August 16.
If you have any difficulties, contact
Marsha White.

Great Graduation,
Teacher Appreciation,
Father’s Day and Hostess Gifts
Looking for that special something for a gift
basket? For graduation, Father’s Day, teacher
appreciation and hostess thank you’s, the green,
sustainable gift of Fair Trade products are appreciated
by all. Place items in a reusable beach, tote or gift bag or
basket; add a reusable cup or a plant, sunscreen,
wooden spoons, fishing hooks or other small items
which fit with your theme. Choose a covering (tulle,
netting or fabric), add a cloth headband or ribbon and
your gift is ready to go!

Fair Trade Sales Profits Go Where?
Did you know the tiny profits we make from
selling coffee, tea, chocolate and olive oil after the
worship service have funded LED lighting, more
efficient T-16 fluorescent lighting, recycle bins, and
other items to green our church. Our planned next
purchase will be an energy efficient hot water
heater in the near future because the current one is
near the end of its life. You can help by purchasing
our delicious products after most services.

Just $40 Will Sponsor A Mawlat Student
For An Entire Year
Please consider sponsoring one or more students at
the Mawlat Upper Primary School in Northeast India. Our
Social Justice Committee commits to sponsor at least
twenty three of the poorest students. Donating $40
sponsors one student for an entire year, but all
donations, more or less are warmly welcome! The
money provides books, uniforms, school supplies, a small
amount of protein for lunch and some incidental
expenses. All for only $40 per year! The village still has
no internet connection. We hope there will be
opportunities to communicate with students in the
future., but Mawlat is in a very remote location.
There are over 10,000 Unitarians in Northeast India,
most very poor. The Unitarians in this region operate
schools that are open to children of all faiths unlike most
other religiously affiliated schools. To fulfill our social
justice mission in the larger world, our Social Justice
Committee and AUUC supports the Upper Primary
students at the Unitarian School in Mawlat. In this small
village most of the residents live way below the poverty
level. This is the fifth year for our affiliation with this
school. Look for a display board in the gallery on select
summer Sundays to see some of the letters the children
have written to us in the past, along with some photos.
There are travel/pilgrimage opportunities through the
UU Partner Church Council (https://uupcc.org/
pilgrimages/pilgrimage-opportunities). The 2020 trip to
India will be in March. There are still opportunities to go
to Transylvania this year.
` If you can assist, send a $40 (any amount is very
welcome!) check to the office or place it in the offertory
basket by Sep 22. Please make checks out to AUUC with
Mawlat School on the memo line. Contact Marsha White
for questions.

On Tuesday, June 18 at 1:00 p.m., the Women's Book
Discussion Group will review A Gentleman in Moscow by
Amor Towles. Toni Acton will host.
Coming Up:
7/16/2019 - Hillbilly elegy : a memoir of a family and culture in
crisis by J.D. Vance.
8/20/2019 - Less: a novel by Andrew Sean Greer.
Remember that all women -- Accotinkers and friends -- who
like a good read and friendly discussion are welcome to
attend or drop in at any of these meetings. For more
information, contact Sandy Beeson.

Help Wanted: Fair Trade Seller
We need one person just a little before worship service to set up and then 20 minutes after to sell Fair Trade products
on the first or fourth Sundays. It's super easy...we have a rolling cart stocked with all the supplies, and we’ll arrange a
quick training session at your convenience. If you need a Sunday off, you can trade days with another regular seller or
we can tap our substitute list . Contact Marge Runge for details.

2019 Sustainable Garden Tour
The 2019 Sustainable Garden Tour will be held Sunday,
June 9th from 1-5 PM, featuring rain gardens, native plant
landscaping, rain barrels, backyard wildlife habitat, edible
gardens, composting and more. Local residents open
their gardens and share their experiences landscaping
with natural resources in mind. This year's tour will
feature gardens from homes, schools, libraries and
churches in the Vienna-Oakton area. Hidden treasures and
verdant landscapes await you!
Please enjoy each garden at your own pace. Visit as
many or as few as you like. No RSVP is required. Free and
open to all! Learn more: https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
soil-water-conservation/sustainable-garden-tour.

Wild Virginia
Wild Virginia is dedicated to preserving Virginia’s wild
places. Come join us! We are a grassroots membership,
non-profit organization dedicated to preserving wild
forest ecosystems in Virginia's National Forests through
education and advocacy. The group offers hikes, book
discussion, issue education, and many other
programs. We are actively working to prevent the
Atlantic Coast pipeline and the compressor station in
Buckingham.
Go to http://wildvirginia.org/ for programming details.

Faith Alliance for Climate Solutions (FACS)
FACS is working hard to move Fairfax County Public
Schools toward solar energy, and to encourage the
County to take steps to follow through with its
commitment to be more sustainable in its
operations. The group has an active advocacy team in
most districts. Go to https://www.faithforclimate.org/ for
details, or talk with Julie Floyd, Mary Rose Janya or
Marsha White.

Sierra Club
Board of Supervisors Chair Candidate Forums on the
Environment: Candidates will discuss their platforms
on environmental issues and answer questions from the
audience.

Fairfax County Board of Supervisors Chair Candidate Forum on the Environment
Featuring candidates for Chair of the Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors.
June 6 at 7-9 PM, Blueberry Hill Common House, 9701
Farmside Place, Vienna, VA
RSVP here or on Facebook.
Sponsored by 350 Fairfax, Food & Water Action,
Friends of Accotink Creek, and Our Revolution Northern
Virginia

PWC Forecast: Candidate Forum
on Environment & Social Justice
June 19; 6:30 – 8:30 PM, Auditorium at the A.J. Ferlazzo
Building, 15941 Donald Curtis Drive, Woodbridge, VA
You are invited to a forum on Environment and Social
Justice with State Senate and House of Delegates
candidates representing Prince William County districts.
RSVP here. Doors will open at 6:30 PM with the forum
starting at 7 PM. A large portion of the forum will be
dedicated to questions from the audience, which will be
selected in advance. You can submit your question
here: http://bit.ly/PWCEnviroJusticeForum
SPONSORS: Greater Prince William Climate Action
Network in partnership with Indivisible NoVA East,
Mothers Out Front, Our Revolution NoVA

AUUC Collects Labels & Paper Bags
Remember to place Labels for Education in the red-capped collection jar in
the gallery. Our labels go to Weyanoke Elementary School, which has a very
high number of children receiving free or reduced price lunches. AUUC member
Ann Smith is retiring from at this school this year (congratulations, Ann!!), but
will continue delivering the labels.
Place clean, folded Brown Paper Grocery Bags on the shelf in the coat closet
near the gallery. The Lorton Community Action Center on Route 1 in Lorton
appreciates receiving paper and reusable fabric bags for their food distribution
program.
Questions? Talk to Marsha White.

Farmers Markets: Shop Local
Spring flows into summer and fall, and the produce and other fresh items are now available.
To find the farmers market schedule in Fairfax County, go to: https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
farmersmarkets/. If you live in Prince William County, go to: http://www.pwcgov.org/government/dept/park/
pages/farmers-market.aspx. For markets in Loudon County, go to http://loudounfarmersmarkets.org/.
Be sure to check your local version of The Patch, The Connection, The Times and other media sources for
markets near you. Support area farmers by eating local!

Free Mulch in Fairfax County
Fairfax County grinds brush which produces double-shredded wood mulch for residents. This clean, good quality mulch
is FREE and usually available at the I-95 and I-66 Recycling and Disposal Centers. Visit the this website for directions, hours,
phone numbers and more: https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/free-mulch.

2019 Fairfax County Document Shredding
Date

Location

Address

District

June 15, 2019

Sully Government Center

4900 Stonecroft Boulevard,
Chantilly 20151

Sully

June 29, 2019

Kilmer Middle School

8100 Wolftrap Road, Vienna 22182

Providence

July 13, 2019

Mason District Government Center

6507 Columbia Pike, Annandale
22003

Mason

August 10, 2019

Langley High School

6520 Georgetown Pike, McLean
22101

Dranesville

September 14, 2019

TBD

TBD

Braddock

The Fairfax County Solid Waste Management Program will be sponsoring one secure document shredding event in each
supervisory district per calendar year. These events are only open to Fairfax County residents along with residents of the
Towns of Vienna, Herndon and Clifton and the Cities of Fairfax and Falls Church.
Shredding events start at 7 a.m. and conclude at 11 a.m. All cars must be in line by 11 a.m. Accepted: Up to four mediumsized packing boxes per vehicle. Residential material of a sensitive nature such as tax documents, financial records, etc.
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/document-shredding

Recycle Your Electronics!

Dear Readers,
Today I would like to pass on to you information given
to me by faithful reader, Jill Jones.
New seasons come and go and that can mean shopping
to replenish wardrobes, purchase larger sizes for growing
children, replace worn-out items or just wanting something
trendy. However, this can have a deleterious effect on the
environment. Jill has shared the following information
with me to make our environmental footprint a little
smaller.
Brands that offer incentives to help reduce clothing waste:
• DSW---Get 50 reward points for donating gently used
shoes. Points can be used toward future DSW
purchases. (dsw.com)
• LEVI’S---Receive 20% off a single item (regularly priced)
for donation of clean denim items of any brand.
(levis.com)
• THE NORTH FACE---Put clean footwear or apparel in instore collection bin and get $10 off your purchase of
$100 or more. (thenorthface.com)
• EILEEN FISHER---Return a worn Eileen Fisher garment
and receive a $5 voucher. (eileenfisher.com)
Organizations that help people who cannot afford new
clothing:
• THE BRA RECYCLERS: Gives gently used bras to
women in need. (brarecycling.com)
• OPERATION PROM: Formal evening wear for high
school students. (operationprom.org)
• CAREER GEAR: Interview appropriate clothing.
(careergear.org)
Lastly, if you are up for it, shopping at thrift stores can
often give you better clothes for less money.
Thank you, Jill !!
Bea

In Prince William County, residents can recycle three
electronic items per visit for free at:
• The Landfill: Wednesdays and Saturdays from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m.
• Balls Ford Road Yard Waste Compost Facility: Second
Saturday monthly, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
For acceptable items and limitations, go to:
http://www.pwcgov.org/government/dept/publicworks/
trash/Pages/Electronics-Recycling-Program.aspx.
In Fairfax County, residents (may be required to show
proof of residency) can bring them any day to the I-66
Transfer Station or the I-95 Landfill Complex. Accepted:
computers and related equipment, TVs, gaming systems,
stereos and other household electronic devices and
cables.
Before donating or recycling, delete all personal
information and remove all batteries as they may need to
be recycled separately. Be even greener by considering
an upgrade of the hardware or software on your existing
device. Cell phones and rechargeable batteries are
accepted at the transfer stations and some government
locations; for more information, go to
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recyclingtrash/electronics
Locations:
I-66 Transfer Station: 4618 West Ox Road, Fairfax
Hours:
Monday - Saturday: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m
Sunday: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
I-95 Landfill Complex, 9850 Furnace Road, Lorton
Hours:
Every Day: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Unitarian Universalist Principles
WE, THE MEMBER CONGREGATIONS OF THE
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST ASSOCIATION,
COVENANT TO AFFIRM AND PROMOTE
• The inherent worth and dignity of every person;
• Justice, equality, and compassion in human relations;
• Acceptance of one another and encouragement to
spiritual growth in our congregations;
• A free and responsible search for truth and meaning;
• The right of conscience and the use of the democratic
process within our congregations and in society at
large;
• The goal of world community with peace, liberty and
Justice for all;
• Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of
which we are a part.

ACCOTINK UU CHURCH
10125 Lakehaven Court
Burke, VA 22015-3907

AUUC RECYCLES
What

How

Where to Place

Paper or Reusable Grocery
Bags

Clean, folded

Leave on upper level coat
closet shelf

Box Tops for Education

Logo on General Mills
products

Commingled materials:
All types of paper, paperboard, and cardboard;
#1-7 Plastic and all glass
bottles;
Aluminum and steel cans, pie
plates, foil (rinsed)
NO FOAM waste – place in
trash

Use clear plastic bag liners; lift
bin lid to discard items that
don’t fit through slot/hole
Orders of service, office paper,
newspapers, phone books,
catalogs, magazines, boxes,
envelopes with
windows, etc.
Flatten boxes; tear large pieces
Rinse, drain bottles and cans

Red topped clear
container with a yellow
label on the Social
Justice table in the
gallery
Tall blue containers in
kitchen, near the west
entrance, office, and
downstairs.
Take to recycle bin outside in the fire truck turn
around area

Recipient/More Info
Lorton Community
Action Center’s food
distribution program
Weyanoke Elementary
School’s low-income
children

If your refuse carrier does
not take some
recyclables collected at
church, deposit them
directly into AUUC’s
recycle dumpster
outside.

NOTE: We are no longer collecting food waste for composting. Please dispose of food waste in the trash or garbage
disposal. If someone wishes to take home coffee grounds for composting, please do.

