
The Accotink Unitarian 
July 2019 

Interim Minister:  Rev. Linda Olson Peebles             Director of Spiritual Development: Lara Profitt 

July Outreach  -  VOICE 

7/12  Beacon House Donor Appreciation Day 

7/14  Before 7/15 take home  items you placed in the Memorial 
Garden that you wish to keep. 

7/16  Preferred cutoff date for ordering Beacon House school 
supplies online 

7/28  • Final RE classes for summer.  Classes resume 9/15 

• Rev. Linda’s goodbye party after the service. 
8/1  Rev. Pippin’s AUUC ministry begins. First sermon on 8/4 

8/5-
8/9 

 Camp Spirit Quest—Nature Camp at AUUC 

Ages 5-10, 9 am—3 pm 

8/12-
8/16 

 Camp Spirit Quest—STEAMpunk Camp 

Ages 7-12, 9 am—3 pm 

8/16  Deadline for ordering Beacon House school supplies 
online 

8/18  Beacon House school supply donations due in gallery 

9/15  RE Classes resume 

9/22  Mawlat School donations due to AUUC 

 

 

In the Interim… 

    

 
    

 The month of July 
brings us to the end “the 
interim”, this time of 
transition the Accotink 
congregation has been 
living through since Rev. 

Scott left for New Jersey two years ago.  As you look 
forward to the arrival of your new settled minister, 
the Rev. Dr. Pippin Whitaker, in August, I 
congratulate you and celebrate you! 

 It has been an honor for me to be a part of the 
history of this congregation, and I have received so 
much from sharing these two years with you.  I will 
always be grateful to you for what I have learned, 
and from the connections I have formed with you all. 

 In the months and years to come, even as I serve 
other UU congregations, I will watch with interest 
the continuing ministry of Accotink, with Rev. Pippin 
offering you leadership and inspiration.  I will always 
hold you in my heart, and I am so very thrilled to 
know that you are going to have such a wonderful 
new minister to support and sustain both the legacy 
and the future of your lives together.   

 Our life paths joined for a short time, and after 
the July 28 “goodbye”, we will part ways.  As we do, 
I offer you my blessing, and my hope that love will fill 
your lives and that a clear calling strengthens your 
spirits for all your days. 

Warm regards,    

 Linda Olson Peebles 



A Note from the President  

Living on the Edge 

 

 This summer our elementary students can join our Sunday RE class 
Outdoor Adventures for some hands-on fun in nature. Yesterday I had the 
pleasure of co-teaching the first class, focusing on Life in a Field. We explored 
the grassy field on the church grounds, and while our young naturalists had 
fun finding clover flowers and ant mounds hidden within the grass, the kids 
quickly noticed that the more interesting part was where the field meets the 
forest: the edge. This is where they could see the larger plants like ferns, berry 
bushes, tree saplings, and even poison ivy. In ecology, the “edge” effect is 
where two types of habitats come together. These areas are known for a high 
amount of biodiversity due to the convergence of ecological features. 

 This month, we can take the idea of the “edge” effect and apply it to the 
ministry at AUUC. Rev. Linda has given her last sermon here as our Interim 
Minister and she is gracefully making space for Rev. Pippin to take the reigns 
in August. As we hold in our hearts all that Rev. Linda has taught us over the 
past two years and begin the journey together with Rev. Pippin, we can 
consider ourselves in a place where the ministries of Rev. Linda and Rev. 
Pippin will converge. What will the effect be? I expect it will be significantly 
productive. Over the past two years we’ve been allowing much light to shine 
on our programs and processes. Rev. Pippin’s new ideas will provide even 
more energy and nutriment. We are ready for the growth and diversity that 
can come from this enriched condition. 

 I hope you all can spend some time this July exploring the natural habitats 
in your own backyard or on the grounds of AUUC. And get ready for the most 
interesting part – the edge. 

 

In faith,   

 Kristina Watts, Congregational President 

 

The Accotink Unitarian 

Accotink Unitarian Universalist Church 
10125 Lakehaven Ct. 

Burke, VA 22015 
703-503-4579 

administrator@accotinkuu.org 
www.accotinkuu.org 

 
Church Office Hours: 

M-W-F 10-3 
Most Sundays (call to check!) 

 

Staff  

 

Interim  Minister:  
Rev. Linda Olson Peebles 
Available by appointment. 

interimminister@accotinkuu.org  
 

Director of Spiritual Development:  
Lara Profitt 

dsd@accotinkuu.org 
 

Religious Education Coordinator:  
Allison (Ali) Mills  

rec@accotinkuu.org  
 

Music Director: 

Brad Rinaldo 
music@accotinkuu.org 

 

Office Administrator: 

R.W. Carney III 

administrator@accotinkuu.org 
 

2019 - 2020 Board of Directors  
 

Congregational President          
Kristina Watts  

 

Vice President          
Peter Kahle 

 

Secretary          
Sarah Pevner 

 

Financial Advisor  
Joe Tuggle 

 

At-Large 
Bruce Griffin 
Kate Heilig 

Lindsay Muirhead 
 

Youth Representatives 
Elizabeth Cronin 

Jackson Tomasco 
 

Program Council Chair 
Vanessa Hall 

 

Communications: 
Debbie Cohen 
Kristina Watts 

 
Newsletter Staff: 

Sandy Beeson 
Toni Acton 

 

newsletter@accotinkuu.org 
 

Garden Edging Wall Is Complete 

 Thank you to Jackson Tomasco and his many helpers for constructing a new 
garden edging wall along  the path leading out of the back of the church.  The 
workers also added a tree and additional plants along  the path as part of 
Jackson’s successful Eagle Scout Project.  

mailto:interimminister@accotinkuu.org
mailto:dle@accotinkuuc.org
mailto:rec@accotinkuu.org
mailto:dle@accotinkuuc.org
mailto:administrator@accotinkuuc.org


 

July 7 – The Music of Our Lives  
“Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination and life to everything.” 
― Plato.  Brad Rinaldo and several AUUC members will share their thoughts on the joy and beauty music 
brings to each  day of their lives.  

 

July 14 - Achieving Enlightenment One Story at a Time 
Today’s service will focus on our growing small group ministry program which we call Covenant Groups. 
Covenant Groups are small groups of 6-10 people who meet regularly to explore spiritual topics through 
shared stories, observations and insights. Deeper bonds and friendships are formed for both new church 
members as well as veterans. Recent AUUC Covenant Group facilitators and participants will lead our 
service today to offer not only insights on how Covenant Groups operate, but also share some of the 
wisdom they have gained from participation. We will also offer a special opportunity to participate in an 
abbreviated version of a Covenant Group meeting after service.   Lindsay Muirhead, Jeff Wilklow, Sarah 
Pevner, and Kathryn Adams . 
 

July 21 - Frederick Douglass: slave, fugitive, orator, author and international celebrity.  

What can we learn from this man and his times to help us today?  Peter Campbell will lead the service. 

 

July 28 - Celebrate Good Times: A Reflection on the Interim Ministry of Rev. Linda 

This service will be Rev Linda's very last Sunday with Accotink.  A few members of the congregation led 
by Connie Diamant will reflect on the last two years' ministry with Rev Linda as Accotink's spiritual leader 
and celebrate our time together.  Please join us after the service for our final goodbye party for Rev 
Linda. 

Sunday Service is at 10 am  
 We welcome members, friends, and visitors to our Sunday services.    Religious education programs are  provided 
for toddlers through  12th graders during the service.    A nursery is available for infants and toddlers.  Please join us 
for coffee and  conversation after the service.  
 Bring a Friend to Church!   You Are Our Best Growth Strategy!  The best way to grow our church and spread the 
message of our life-saving ministries is YOU. Word of mouth and personal invitation are the most powerful and lasting 
ways we grow our church. So if there is someone you know searching, or someone who you know we would benefit 
from having among us, ask him/her/them to come to church with you. Offer to drive them, and help us expand our 
horizons as only those who have waited for us all their lives and then find us truly can. Let us not keep our “Spiritual 
Home Beyond Belief” under a barrel; let its light – your testimony – shine bright and long. 

 

July Services 
Coming Up at Accotink -  Month of Sundays – Reimagining the Common Good 



 The Social Justice Committee is pleased to 
announce the non-profit organizations that Accotink 
UU Church will support next church year through our 
2019-20 Outreach Collection Program. 
 We appreciate the active participation of our AUUC 
members in this important decision -- as 70+ ballots 
were cast.  Thank you to everyone who nominated an 
organization, and thanks in advance to the nominators/
sponsors who will be doing the work each month to 
publicize these collections and arrange for speakers to 
represent these organizations and share their 
experiences with us.   

 Lastly, thank you to all our members and friends for 
your generous contributions to our outreach collection 
recipients throughout the year. This past church year, 
we contributed over $17,700.00 to non-profits through 
AUUC’s Outreach Collection Program. Since our first 
outreach collection in Sept 2001, AUUC has donated 
$222, 326.00.    
 Questions? Contact Nancy Davis. 

Month Organization AUUC Nominators/Sponsors 

July VOICE 
Suzy Porth, Dotty Smith, 

 Pam Cox, Chris Stunkard 

August Life with Cancer 
Glory Smith 

September Beacon House 
John Peterson 

October Haven of Northern VA 
Jill Jones 

November paws4people 
Lara Profitt, RE, Nancy Davis 

December Just Neighbors 
Jan Forsyth 

January Homestretch 
John Peterson 

February OAR of Northern VA 
Ed Kringer 

March SPARC 
Jessica Burmester 

April Faith Alliance for Climate Solutions (FACS) 
Marsha White 

May NAMI Northern VA 
Daria Akers 

June Northern VA Therapeutic Riding Program (NVTRP) 
Tessa Hassett 

July UUSJ 
John Peterson & Ed Kringer 

2019-2020 Outreach Collection Program 



Accotink Memorial Ministry Update 

 
 In June, the Memorial Ministry committee made its annual report to the Board and made a presentation 
at the congregational meeting outlining our long-term goals and plans for the next church year. 
 Placements in the church year just passed in the Accotink Memorials were: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The committee invites you to visit the garden and tree of remembrance to pay your respects. 
 The AUUC Memorial Ministry supports church members, their families and the congregation by 
providing opportunities for expressing grief, sorrow and loss through memorials for deceased members and 
immediate family. The Memorial committee will: 

• Provide logistic support, and attend and participate as requested, all interments, cenotaph plaque 
placements or other memorial ceremonies. 

• Maintain, and expand as necessary, a memorial and meditation garden including a cenotaph wall and 
columbarium, and an indoor cenotaph wall. 

• Ensure names of all included in the Accotink Memorials are read at a Sunday service annually, usually 
the first Sunday in November. 

• Manage the Memorial Fund to meet obligations for name plates and plaques, maintenance costs and 
future expansion costs so that it is self-supporting. 

• Develop and maintain policies, procedures and records related to donations and purchases. 
 For this church year, we intend to continue pursuing our goals as stated above.  The weekly routine 
maintenance of the Memorial Garden will continue to be done by a landscape firm with the expense paid 
from the Memorial Fund.  
 The Accotink Memorials are not included in the annual church budget, but rather, are funded by directed 
donation and purchase of columbarium niche and cenotaph placements. To address need for regular 
income to the Memorial Fund, the committee will be asking for donations from the congregation in May 
(Memorial Day) and November (All Souls). 
 It is our policy to give notice when we intend to remove items left at the Accotink memorials.  Thus, it is 
the committee’s intent to remove items left two weeks after publication of this newsletter.  Please remove 
anything you may wish to keep before July 15th. 
 For more information about the Accotink Memorials, there are brochures with all the details available in 
the foyer of the church, and If you have any questions or comments, simply send us a note at 
memorials@accotinkuu.org or speak with any of the committee members.  The committee members are:  
Peggy Eckerman, Ed Kringer, Herb Bartlett, Susan Brown, Jeff Wilklow and Don Eckerman. 
 Until next time, thanks for reading! 

 

 

Claire L. Brown 

Judith Webster Clarke 

David Edward Riordan 

Brian Edward Cochrane 

Raymond F. Burmester 

mailto:memorials@accotinkuu.org


Caring Connections 

 

 

 Omitted from web edition. 

Join the nUUners July Discussions 

 This popular AUUC informal discussion group 
normally meets the second and fourth Mondays of the 
month from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.  All interested persons 
are welcome to bring a bag lunch and join us in the 
church gallery.  We chat and socialize until noon, and 
then start the day’s discussion on a topic chosen in 
advance and led by a member of the group.  The group 
participates in setting up the tables and in cleaning up 
afterwards.  Coffee and tea are available, and desserts/
fruit are provided by members on a voluntary basis.   
The programs for July are: 

 

• July 8.  Why We Are Divided?  What Can We Do?  
Dick Elliott will lead the discussion and Julie Schuck 
will provide refreshments. 

• July 22.  Language Diversity and Generations.  Julie 
Schuck will lead the discussion and Judy Usherson 
will provide refreshments. 

 

Welcome to the Dog Days of Summer   
August 4 

 
Please join Sacred Wheel on Sunday, August 4 after Accotink's regular service for our 

celebration of Lammas, the first of the Neopagan harvest festivals, to give thanks for the 
first fruits (think berries of all kinds) and the first wheat of the agricultural year. We will 
also celebrate our New Settled Minister, Reverend Pippin, who will give her first official 
service that day! Welcome, Reverend Pippin! 

Learn the story behind the phrase "Dog Days of Summer" and why Sirius is called the 
Dog Star. Find out the history of County Fairs and Highland Games, have fun with the loaf 
toss and hear John Barleycorn's story. If you can, please bring food or drink to share 
afterward in fellowship, and perhaps we can go outside for part of our ceremony. As 
always, Sacred Wheel seasonal celebrations are open to everyone and are kid-friendly, so 
bring 'em along and come celebrate with us! 
 For questions, answers, and metaphysical dilemmas, please contact Nancy Melito . 
We’ll see you in the sanctuary after the service! 



 
        On Tuesday, July 16 at 1:00 p.m., 
the Women's Book Discussion Group will review Hillbilly 
elegy : a memoir of a family and culture in crisis by J.D. Vance.  
Valerie Thrasher will host at Burke Centre Library. 
 
Coming Up:       
8/20/2019 - Less: a novel by Andrew Sean Greer. 
9/17/2019 - Code girls : the untold story of the American 
women code breakers of World War II    by Liza Mundy. 
10/15/2019 - Homegoing : a novel / Yaa Gyasi.  
 

 Remember that all women -- Accotinkers and friends -- 
who like a good read and friendly discussion are welcome to 
attend or drop in at any of these meetings.  For more 
information, contact Sandy Beeson. 

Accotink Buddhist Fellowship  
 

 For sharing stories, knowledge and experiences in 
everyday Buddhism. 
 Join us for a presentation on “Equanimity”, and 
finding our balance when the winds of praise and blame, 
success and failure, pleasure and pain, fame and 
disrepute buffet us. Meditation and discussions to follow 
on… 

Wednesday, July 10 

Darwin Room,  Room 126,  7-8:30 pm 
Art Politano      RSVP to Art 

VOICE Outreach Sunday Collection 

July 2019 

 

 VOICE, Virginians Organized for Interfaith Community 
Engagement, was founded in 2008 by our very own Rev. 
Linda Olson-Peebles and other faith leaders working to 
bring together people across religious, racial, economic, 
and political party affiliations to build a stronger Northern 
Virginia.  This 501c3 organization has grown to more than 
50 faith communities and civic organizations.  VOICE uses 
organized people and organized money to advocate for 
issues raised by the communities. 
 In May 2019, VOICE held the largest forum for the four 
primary election candidates for Chair of the Fairfax County 
Board of Supervisors, six times larger than the next 
largest.  The candidates were challenged to commit to 
working with VOICE, and they did.  In fact, Supervisor 
McKay, who later won the primary, promised to meet and 
work with VOICE leaders “whenever VOICE feels it is 
necessary.”   Areas to which he committed include pre-K, 
after-school, and summer programs for children in Title 1 
schools; affordable housing; and immigration/keeping 
families together.  In addition, he promised to meet with 
VOICE teens regarding mental health and schools prior to 
the fall election.   
 With VOICE’s advocacy, Arlington local officials agreed 
to support redirecting Amazon revenue to address long-
standing community issues, including affordable housing 
and school crowding.  VOICE in Prince William County 
helped to secure funding for 800 new pre-K slots in the 
school system.  In addition, VOICE has had many small but 
important successes such as getting back a much needed 
bus route in Vienna and providing Fairfax County students 
with the option of special scheduling for SOL’s if they fast 
for Ramadan.  On state-wide level, VOICE lobbied 
successfully in Richmond this past fall to end the state-
wide practice of suspending driver’s licenses for unpaid 
court fines. For more details regarding VOICE’s 
accomplishments, please go to VOICE-iaf.org. 
 Please donate to VOICE for AUUC’s Outreach Sunday 
Collection in July.  Make your check payable to AUUC, 
noting “VOICE outreach” on the memo line.  Checks can 
be mailed to the church office or placed in the offertory 
basket any Sunday in July.    

mailto:r2rolp@verizon.net


Sponsor- a- Mawlat (India) Student 

 

 We need sponsors for one or more students at the Mawlat Upper Primary School in Northeast India. Our Social 
Justice Committee commits to sponsor at least 23 of the poorest students.  A $40 donation  sponsors one student 
for an entire year, but of course all donations large or small are warmly welcome! The money provides books, 
uniforms, school supplies, a small amount of protein for lunch and some incidental expenses.  All for only $40 per 
year!  The village, in a very remote location, still has no internet connection; we hope there will be opportunities to 
communicate with students in the future.  
 Did you know there are over 10,000 Unitarians in Northeast India, most very poor?  The Unitarians in this region 
operate schools that are open to children of all faiths, unlike most other religiously affiliated schools.  To fulfill our 
social justice mission in the larger world, our Social Justice Committee and AUUC supports the Upper Primary 
students at the Unitarian School in Mawlat.  In this small village, most of the residents live way below the poverty 
level.  This is the sixth year for our affiliation with this school.  Look for a display board in the gallery on select 
summer Sundays to see some of the letters the children have written to us in the past, along with some photos.  
 There are travel/pilgrimage opportunities through the UU Partner Church Council (https://uupcc.org/
pilgrimages/pilgrimage-opportunities). The 2020 trip to India is in March.  There are still opportunities to go to 
Transylvania, the birthplace of Unitarianism, this year.  
 If you can assist, send a $40 check (any amount is very welcome!) to the office or place it in the offertory basket 
by September 22.  Please make checks out to AUUC with Mawlat School on the memo line.  Contact Marsha White 
for questions. 

Are you a poetry lover or are you interested in becoming a 
poetry lover? 
   

 This group is open to anyone with an interest in reading and understanding 
poetry.  We typically meet the second Wed. of every month in the evenings 
with dessert, coffee, tea or soft drinks and great conversation. 

 

Date:  Wednesday, July 10 at 7:00 pm 

Poetry:   Several Native American women poets,       
   including our new U.S. Poet Laureate Joy Harjo  

 

Host:     Barbara Stifler at the home of John and Annamaria Long 

                

  

Please RSVP to Barbara if you plan to attend. 

https://uupcc.org/pilgrimages/pilgrimage-opportunities
https://uupcc.org/pilgrimages/pilgrimage-opportunities


On-line Purchasing -  

Blu School Supplies  

for Beacon House  

(NEW Program) 

 Too busy to shop locally for school 
supplies?  There’s a new online 
ordering program this year called Blu 
School Supplies at https://
beaconhousedc.bluschoolsupplies.co
m/collections/donate-pre-made-kits  

 Individual backpacks and kits for 
three age groups are available.   

There is a limit on how many 
backpacks are available online based 
in Beacon House’s needs, so when 
that limit is met, the item will not be 
available. The photos of the kits are a 
sample of what is in the kit; the entire 
content of the kits will be revealed 
when the kit is in your cart.  Beacon 
House built the kits to the age group’s 
specific needs. Supplies are shipped 
directly to Beacon House.  
 Cutoff ordering preferred date: 
July 16; this give Beacon House an 
early look at unfilled needs. Cut off 
ordering second date: August 16.   
 If you have any difficulties, contact 
Marsha White. 

Beacon House School Supplies Drive  
 Only with the assistance of area UU churches like Accotink, our local UU 
urban ministry, Beacon House, provides new book bags and school supplies to 
children enrolled in its program.  Shop those great summer back-to-school sales 
and pick up some school supplies for Beacon House children and youth.  Place 
your donations in the collection box in the gallery or on the upstairs coat closet 
shelf through Sunday, August 18.   
 Below is what is needed (or pick up a take-home yellow flyer with details 
from the Social Justice bulletin board). Place donated supplies in the collection 
box in the gallery or on the coat closet shelf. 

Beacon House School Supplies 
Backpacks 

Child-sized backpacks 

Adult backpacks 

    
Writing/Drawing Materials: Paper Products: 
# 2 pencils Marble composition books 

ball point pens (blue or black) Spiral notebooks (wide & college ruled) 

8 count markers Packs of graph paper 

Crayons (24 or 64 count) Packs of wide-ruled writing paper 

Erasers (pink, pencil top, or large) Packs of college-ruled writing paper 

Packs of colored pencils 
Packs of 3x5 inch ruled index cards, 
white 

Highlighters- florescent yellow Packs of 3x3 Post-it Notes 

Dry-ease markers   
    

Other: 
Scissors (adult or safety blunt) 3-ring pencil holders 

Rulers (inches & centimeters) 2-pocket folders 

Calculators (basic and graphing) Packs of dividers 

Protractors and Compasses 3 ring binders (1.5, 2 or 3 inch) 

Glue sticks (small & large)     Boxes of tissues 

Bottles of white school glue 
Scotch Magic Tape and Refillable 
Dispenser 

Zippered pouch for pencils/supplies Hand sanitizer and Clorox Wipes 

https://beaconhousedc.bluschoolsupplies.com/collections/donate-pre-made-kits
https://beaconhousedc.bluschoolsupplies.com/collections/donate-pre-made-kits
https://beaconhousedc.bluschoolsupplies.com/collections/donate-pre-made-kits


Help Wanted 

 

 Easy job – meet people, help green AUUC!  We need one person a  little before the Sunday worship service to set up, 
and then 20 minutes after the service to sell Fair Trade products after the 1st or 4th service.  Couldn’t be easier - we have 
a stocked, small rolling cart stocked with all the supplies, a quick training session at your convenience, and the flexibility 
of trading Sundays with another regular Sunday volunteer or we’ll tap our substitute list if you have a conflict.  Contact 
Marge Runge for details. 

Why Buy Our Fair Trade Sale Products? 

 The small profits we make from selling coffee, tea, 
chocolate and olive oil after the worship service have 
funded LED lighting, more efficient T-16 fluorescent 
lighting, our blue recycle bins, and other items to green 
our church.  Our next purchase: an energy efficient hot 
water heater because the current one is near the end of 
its life.  You can help by purchasing our delicious products 
after most services.   
 

August 5-9 Nature Camp at AUUC for ages 5-10. 

August 12 - 16  STEAMpunk Camp for ages 7-12. 
   

Register Online at  https://goo.gl/wxThgY 

Visit accotinkuu.org for more information 

Email camp@accotinkuu.org with questions 

 

 

Remember Camp Spirit Quest  

August 2019 

Read the  AUUC 2018-19 Annual Report 

 Our 2018-2019 Annual Report is now available on the 
website.  Go to:  https://accotinkuu.org/wp-content/
uploads/2019/05/AUUC-Annual-Report-2018-2019.pdf  

Summer Hostess Gifts 

 Want to leave a little something special when you stay with that favorite aunt, uncle or friend? We have just the right 
sustainable, green and useable gift.  Place the items in a reusable gift, beach, or tote bag or basket; add a reusable or other 
items such as a coffee cups, a plant, sunscreen, wooden spoons, fishing hooks or other small items which fit with your 
host’s needs or theme.  Close a covering (tulle, netting or fabric with a cloth headband or ribbon) and your gift is ready to 
go!  It will be much appreciated. 

https://goo.gl/wxThgY
mailto:camp@accotinkuu.org
https://accotinkuu.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/AUUC-Annual-Report-2018-2019.pdf
https://accotinkuu.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/AUUC-Annual-Report-2018-2019.pdf


Wild Virginia 
 Wild Virginia is dedicated to preserving Virginia’s wild 
places. Come join us! A grassroots membership, non-
profit organization dedicated to preserving wild forest 
ecosystems in Virginia's National Forests through 
education and advocacy. The group offers hikes, book 
discussion, issue education, and many other 
programs.  They are active to prevent the Atlantic Coast 
pipeline and the compressor station in Buckingham. Go to 
http://wildvirginia.org/ for programming details.   
 

Faith Alliance for Climate Solutions (FACS) 
 FACS is working hard to move Fairfax County Public 
Schools toward solar energy and move the County to take 
important steps to follow through with their commitment 
to be more sustainable in their operations.  The group has 
an active advocacy team in most districts.  Go to https://
www.faithforclimate.org/ for details, or talk with Julie 
Floyd, Mary Rose Janya or Marsha White. 
 
Take Action! 

 Tell your local officials that you want action on climate 
and clean energy now! And, tell the Fairfax County School 
Board  to bring solar energy to our schools!!  See links 
below for more information or click here for Take Action 
page. 

 Tell Your Local Elected Officials: It's Time For Clean 
Energy In Your Community!  Clean energy keeps winning 
and the momentum is growing nationwide as solar and 
wind outpace dirty, destructive fossil fuels. Virginians 
overwhelmingly support transitioning to clean energy. It 
benefits our economy, our environment, and our health. 

 Tell The Fairfax County School Board: Bring Solar 
Energy To Our Schools!  Students in Fairfax County are 
mobilizing in support of renewable energy. In partnership 
with local environmental groups, these bold students are 
urging board members to install solar panels on Fairfax 
County Public Schools.   

 
Help Save Our Native Plants - Control Invasive Plants 

July 8 and July 22; 9 a.m. each day 

Dyke Marsh Wildlife Preserve - (Meet at the native plant 
site along the Haul Road trail just past the second bench 
on the west side of the trail.) 

 Help remove plants like mile-a-minute, Japanese stilt 
grass, and garlic mustard so that they do not out-compete 
the more than 3,500 plants that were planted in 2018. You 
will be given help in identifying the target plants (no more 
than 5) and shown what to do.  

 Volunteer whatever time you can and, if the heat 
becomes unbearable, work can stop. Some gloves and 
tools will be provided, but it would be helpful if you could 
bring your own gloves, clippers, and loppers. And, bring 
water and wear sturdy shoes, long sleeves and pants, and 
sun protection. You might want to bring insect repellent.  

 Please RSVP to info@fodm.org. 

 SPONSOR: Friends of Dyke Marsh 

 
Play-In for Climate Action 

July 11, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. , The National Mall at 3rd Street 
SW & Madison Drive NW, Washington, DC 
 Join moms from across the country for the sixth 
annual Play-In for Climate Action. Enjoy kids’ activities, 
music by Latin Grammy Award–winning children’s 
musician Mister G, and exciting speakers as we deliver a 
public message from families across the country: It’s time 
to get serious about climate change. Speakers include 
Congresswoman Lisa Blunt Rochester, Congresswoman 
Kathy Castor, Ojibwe Wisdom Keeper Mary Lyons, Rev. 
Michael Malcom, Moms Clean Air Force Field Director 
Heather Toney, and student activist Alexandria Villasenor 
and her mom, Kristin Hogue. 
 RSVP at https://www.momscleanairforce.org/play-in-
for-climate-action/ 
SPONSOR:  Moms Clean Air Force    

AUUC Collects Labels & Paper Bags 

  

 Labels for Education: The red-capped collection jar in the gallery.  Our labels go to Weyanoke Elementary School, 

which has a very high number of children receiving free or reduced price lunches.  AUUC member Ann Smith just retired 
from the school this year, but will continue delivering the labels. 
 

Place clean, folded Brown Paper Grocery Bags  on the shelf in the coat closet near the gallery. The Lorton 

Community Action Center on Route 1 in Lorton appreciates receiving paper and reusable fabric bags for their food 
distribution program.  
 
Questions?  Talk to Marsha White. 

http://wildvirginia.org/
https://www.faithforclimate.org/
https://sierra.secure.force.com/actions/virginia
https://act.sierraclub.org/actions/Virginia?actionId=AR0108595&id=70131000001iOuIAAU
https://act.sierraclub.org/actions/Virginia?actionId=AR0108595&id=70131000001iOuIAAU
https://act.sierraclub.org/actions/Virginia?actionId=AR0092497&id=70131000001iOuIAAU
https://act.sierraclub.org/actions/Virginia?actionId=AR0092497&id=70131000001iOuIAAU
https://www.momscleanairforce.org/play-in-for-climate-action/
https://www.momscleanairforce.org/play-in-for-climate-action/


Recycle Your Electronics! 

      

In Prince William County, residents can recycle three electronic items per visit for free at: 

• The Landfill: Wednesdays and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

• Balls Ford Road Yard Waste Compost Facility: Second Saturday monthly, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

      

 For acceptable items and limitations, go to: 
http://www.pwcgov.org/government/dept/publicworks/trash/Pages/Electronics-Recycling-Program.aspx. 

  

In Fairfax County, residents (may be required to show proof of residency) can bring them any day to the I-66 Transfer 

Station or the I-95 Landfill Complex. Accepted: computers and related equipment, TVs, gaming systems, stereos and 
other household electronic devices and cables.  
 Before donating or recycling, delete all personal information and remove all batteries as they may need to be recycled 
separately. Be even greener by considering an upgrade of the hardware or software on your existing device.  Cell phones 
and rechargeable batteries are accepted at the transfer stations and some government locations; for more information, 
go to https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/electronics 

 
 

Locations: 

Sierra Club 
 

Sierra Club Volunteer Opportunity 

Northern Virginia Climate Team 

  The NOVA Climate Team works collaboratively to 
support local Sierra Club/Virginia Chapter campaigns for 
clean energy and clean transportation that combined, 
work to cut over 70% of the carbon pollution emitted in 
Virginia. You’ll support campaigns like More Solar, More 
Places that works to remove eight policy barriers blocking 
Virginia from utilizing our full potential for solar energy 
and good jobs. Or the Transit for All campaign, working to 
address that 45% of our carbon emissions come from 
transportation by expanding cleaner options. We don’t 
approach climate change as just an environmental crisis, 
but also an intersectional issue with solutions that seek to 
increase social equality, public health, and good jobs. 

Click HERE for more information and to apply. 

 

 

 
 

July 4th Parade in Leesburg 

Thursday, July 4 (Streets close at 9:30 a.m. and parade 
starts at 10 a.m.) **Meet at Leesburg Safeway parking lot 
at 8:30 a.m. to carpool to parade line-up at Ida Lee 
Park.** 

 Parade kick-off at Ida Lee Park, 60 Ida Lee Drive NW, 
Leesburg, VA (South on King Street, ending at Fairfax and 
South King Street) 
 Join 350 Loudoun on its annual march in the Leesburg 
July 4 Parade. This year, the Climate Emergency message 
will be about the Virginia Green New Deal.  Let's educate 
the public in a fun way!  Patriotic garb of any sort is 
encouraged. The plan is to carry banners/signs about the 
VA Green New Deal, including the 5 major policy themes. 
After the parade, join us for lunch - a winery or brewery 
perhaps??  
SPONSORS:  350 Loudoun, Sierra Club/Great Falls Group, 
VA Green New Deal Outreach and Education Group 

 
Let’s Talk Trash (and How to Avoid It): Reducing Waste 
and Better Recycling 

Monday, July 15, 6:30p.m. to 8:30 p.m. (6:45 p.m. 
presentation begins), Providence Community Center, 
3001 Vaden Drive, Fairfax, VA 
 If the recycling system is a broken system, what can 
we can do to fix it? Come for a dialogue  on how to tackle 
waste--both as individuals in our households and as 
activists demanding corporate and political change. Beth 
Porter, author of Reduce, Reuse, Reimagine: Sorting Out 
the Recycling System, will discuss what’s wrong with 
recycling and our roles in repairing it.  

SPONSOR:  Sierra Club/Great Falls Group 

FairFax 
I-66 Transfer Station:  4618 West Ox Road, Fairfax 
Hours:   Monday - Saturday: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m 
   Sunday: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Prince William 
I-95 Landfill Complex, 9850 Furnace Road, Lorton 
Hours:   Every Day: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

http://www.pwcgov.org/government/dept/publicworks/trash/Pages/Electronics-Recycling-Program.aspx
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/electronics
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vQkNef2-kRNSLRgk9nln-yS5PpWhqRMz2qIRVxISjuSMh2sMXAI6JLR9bLmNAKBAuyY7gHUpeX1653N/pub


Free Mulch in Fairfax County   

 Fairfax County grinds brush which produces double-shredded wood mulch for residents. This clean, good quality mulch 
is FREE and usually available at the I-95 and I-66 Recycling and Disposal Centers. Visit the this website for directions, hours, 
phone numbers and more: https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/free-mulch.  

 

Farmers Markets: Shop Local and Fresh 
  
 

 Those tasty summer fruits and veggies are in their 
prime. To find the farmers market schedule in Fairfax 
County, go to: https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
farmersmarkets/. If you live in Prince William County, go 
to: http://www.pwcgov.org/government/dept/park/pages/
farmers-market.aspx. For markets in Loudon County, go 
to http://loudounfarmersmarkets.org/.  

 Be sure to check your local version of The Patch, The 
Connection, The Times and other media sources for 
markets near you.  Support area farmers  and your health 
by eating local, fresh and sustainable! 

On Vacation 

Back in August 

Date Location Address District 

July 13, 2019 Mason District Government Center 
6507 Columbia Pike, Annandale 

22003 
Mason 

August 10, 2019 Langley High School 
6520 Georgetown Pike, McLean 

22101 
Dranesville 

September 14, 2019 TBD TBD Braddock 

 

 

2019 Fairfax County Document Shredding  

 

The Fairfax County Solid Waste Management Program will be sponsoring one secure document shredding event in each 

supervisory district per calendar year.  These events are only open to Fairfax County residents along with residents of the 

Towns of Vienna, Herndon and Clifton and the Cities of Fairfax and Falls Church.  

 Shredding events start at 7 a.m. and conclude at 11 a.m.  All cars must be in line by 11 a.m.  Accepted: Up to four medium-

sized packing boxes per vehicle. Residential material of a sensitive nature such as tax documents, financial records, etc.   

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/document-shredding 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/free-mulch
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets/
http://www.pwcgov.org/government/dept/park/pages/farmers-market.aspx
http://www.pwcgov.org/government/dept/park/pages/farmers-market.aspx
http://loudounfarmersmarkets.org/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/document-shredding


ACCOTINK UU CHURCH  

10125 Lakehaven Court  

Burke, VA 22015-3907  
 

 

 

 

 

Unitarian Universalist Principles 

WE, THE MEMBER CONGREGATIONS OF THE  

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST ASSOCIATION,  

COVENANT TO AFFIRM AND PROMOTE 

•   The inherent worth and dignity of every person;  
•   Justice, equality, and compassion in human relations; 
•   Acceptance of one another and encouragement to  
     spiritual growth in our congregations; 
•   A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 
•   The right of conscience and the use of the democratic  
      process within our congregations and in society at 
large; 
•   The goal of world community with peace, liberty and  
     Justice for all; 
• Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of 

which we are a part. 

What How Where to Place Recipient/More Info 
Paper or Reusable Grocery 
Bags 

Clean, folded Leave on upper level coat 
closet shelf 

Lorton Community  

Action Center’s food  

distribution program 

Box Tops for Education Logo on General Mills  
products 

Red topped clear  
container with a yellow  

label on the Social  

Justice table in the  

gallery  

Weyanoke Elementary 
School’s low-income  

children 

Commingled materials: 
All types of paper, paper-
board, and cardboard; 
#1-7 Plastic and all glass  

bottles; 
Aluminum and steel cans, pie 
plates, foil (rinsed) 
NO FOAM waste – place in 
trash 

Use clear plastic bag liners; lift 
bin lid to discard items that 
don’t fit through slot/hole 
Orders of service, office paper, 
newspapers, phone books, 
catalogs, magazines, boxes, 
envelopes with  
windows, etc. 
Flatten boxes; tear large pieces 
Rinse, drain bottles and cans    

Tall blue containers in 
kitchen, near the west  
entrance, office, and 
downstairs. 
Take to recycle bin out-
side in the fire truck turn 
around area 

 If your refuse carrier does 
not take some  
recyclables collected at 
church, deposit them  
directly into AUUC’s  
recycle dumpster  
outside. 

 NOTE:  We are no longer collecting food waste for composting.  Please dispose of food waste in the trash or garbage  

disposal.  If someone wishes to take home coffee grounds for composting, please do. 

AUUC   RECYCLES 


