
September Outreach  -  Beacon House 
9/8  Ingathering Service  - Bring Water followed by 

brunch. 
9/11  Reflection & Renewal, first monthly session, 

Wednesday, 7 pm, Minister’s office 

9/13  Immigration Film Festival, GWU 6:30 pm 

9/14  • Oktoberfest Walks & Bike Ride at AUUC, 
8  - 3 

• VOICE - Organizing Training,  9 - 1 pm, 
location TBD 

9/15  • RE Classes resume 

• Meal Pack Assembly 

• VOICE - Ending the Silence Training, Vienna 
Baptist Church, 3:45 pm 

9/22  • Mawlat School donations due to AUUC 

• Fall  Equinox celebration after church, noon 

10/6  • Challenging Chapters: Roots of 
Environmental Crisis, 12 pm, Minister’s 
office—part 1 

• UUSJ Social Justice Awards Gala 
10/26  Services Auction 

10/27  Challenging Chapters: Roots of Environmental 
Crisis, 12 pm, Minister’s office—part 2 

 

The Accotink Unitarian 
September 2019 

Minister:  Rev. Dr. Pippin Whitaker                         Director of Spiritual Development: Lara Profitt 

 Reverend Pippin is offering 
lunches open to all in the 
community, from newcomers to 
longtime members. The lunches are 
an opportunity to get to know the 
minister and each other better, and 
will include a few conversation 
prompts and a relaxed lunch in her 
office. Follow this link for more 
information and to sign up! https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c094da9a929a7fd0-lunch  

Lunch  
with the Minister 

 

Joyful Expectation  

 Greetings and welcome to 
each of you! I have had a 
wonderful first few weeks with 
the Accotink UU Church.  

 As in many churches, August 
was a month of planning 
projects, retreats, special events, 

and worship services. What an exciting year is unfolding! This 
community can look forward to opportunities for meaningful 
rituals and worship, social justice impact, fun 
intergenerational events, engaging leadership, connection, 
good food, and more. You can expect good things this year. 

 And even in this busy month, you have invited me into 
more than planning. Through conversations, visits and social 
justice action, you have shared visions and fears, dear hopes 
and past frustrations, joys and sorrows. And those who could 
not be here have also been part of these days. Many who 
were out of town were zoomed into meetings or consulted 
for wisdom, and many who are no longer with us were 
remembered in conversation. Each experience has brought a 
blessing to my early days as your minister. 

 And this, for me, brings joyful expectation. Joyful 
expectation is open to the possibilities that unfold in 
community, not grasping at plans. It is seeking places to 
celebrate, not demanding perfection. I am finding joyful 
expectation here because this community has shown 
thoughtful care for one another. Because of this, whether all 
our plans go off smoothly or hit a few snags, I have faith we 
will find blessings to celebrate all along the way.  

 So here’s to joyful expectation as we launch a new year 
and a new ministry! Whatever challenges, joys and sorrows 
we encounter, let us encounter them together and with care 
and thoughtfulness woven throughout this community.  
 May we find joy in the year ahead!  

   Blessings,  Rev. Pippin 

Resend emails If no reply from Rev. Pippin 
 There was a glitch with  Rev. Pippin’s email, 8/22—8/24.  If 
you didn’t receive a reply to an email, please send it again.  
Please send emails to revp@accotinkuu.org 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c094da9a929a7fd0-lunch
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c094da9a929a7fd0-lunch
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 As we write this, it’s the eve of the First Day of School. Backpacks have 
been retrieved from their summer storage spots (*cough* excavated from 
under the bed *cough*), lunch boxes are packed. Emergency contact forms 
completed. Though most kids had a chance to preview their classrooms and 
meet their teachers during orientation day earlier this week, there is always 
some uncertainty, and maybe even anxiety that comes with starting 
something new.  Tonight will be a night of high expectation – and hope – for 
the coming school year. 

 For Unitarian Universalists, this time of year marks not just the beginning 
of the school year but also the beginning of the church program year. Rev. 
Pippin has been with us since August 1, so we’ve had somewhat of a 
preview of what her ministry will be like. However, the fun (and work!) 
really starts in September.  Ingathering is September 8, marking the official 
start of the year, with our water communion (bring your water and 
something for our taco brunch afterward!) Children’s RE starts the following 
week, September 15. Our annual Services Auction is right around the corner 
– donations are due September 10 and the event is October 26. As you can 
see, we’ve already got the ball rolling with events. You can expect plenty of 
opportunities for fun, meaningful involvement, community, and spiritual 
fulfillment. 

 You may still be wondering what to expect, longer-term, for our church 
now under new leadership. As with all new things, Rev Pippin’s ministry will 
involve some changes and improvements--these can be challenging, but 
always have the best interest of the community in mind. We’ve spent the 
past two years reflecting and preparing for this, and now we’re getting to 
work.  

 For the BOD and Program Council, we are looking forward to 
reinvigorating some programs and strengthening others. We’ll need your 
help and input. If there’s an area or issue on which you’d like to contribute, 
please contact Vanessa, Program Council Chair at 
programcouncil@accotinkuu.org or Kristina, Board President, at 
boardpresident@accotinkuu.org. We’ll be advertising some leadership 
openings soon, in coordination with the Leadership Development and 
Nominations Committee, and look forward to helping everyone find a place 
here at AUUC. We are filled with expectation and hope that you’re as 
enthusiastic about this coming year as we are! If you have any expectations 
to share with the BOD or Program Council, please let us know.  

  
In Faith, 

   Kristina Watts, Board President 

   Vanessa Winter Hall, Program Council Chair 

mailto:revp@accotinkuu.org
mailto:dle@accotinkuuc.org
mailto:rec@accotinkuu.org
mailto:dle@accotinkuuc.org
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September 1 – Honoring Our Workers 
Brenna Clanton & Dean Wanderer  
 Work sustains us, and can even fulfills us.  But how are we protected in our chosen line of work?  As we 
celebrate Labor Day weekend, let us remember that we have inherent rights as workers.  Those rights include 
the right to a safe workplace, the right to fair wages and the right to be free from discrimination.  This service 
explores those rights and how they sometimes fall short in many workplace environments. 

 

September 8 – Ingathering Service: What Are We Becoming Together? 
Rev. Dr. Pippin Whitaker 
 Accotink’s annual Ingathering Service followed by a community brunch. Ingathering is an all ages worship 
service to celebrate and bless this community and the beginning of the church year. All are invited (never 
required) to bring a small amount of water from your home or travels to add to a community water vessel as 
part of this service. Please join in the celebration and stay after service to share food and conversation. 

 

September 15 – Great Reasonable Expectations 
Rev. Dr. Pippin Whitaker  
 This service explores how we cope when our hopes must adapt to new expectations, whether these are 
expectations about physical ability, relationships, communities and societies, or the planet.  

 

September 22 – Grasping versus Gathering: What Leads to Creative Change? 
Rev. Dr. Pippin Whitaker  
 Have you ever tried so hard to change a bad habit that you became overwhelmed, angry, or overwrought 
with the effort? What were you seeking in the change, anyway? Join this service and explore the opportunities 
in different ways of seeking change.  
 

September 29 – Roots of Climate Crisis, Roots of Injustice 
Rev. Dr. Pippin Whitaker  
 This service explores the deep roots of injustice and their relationship to earth. Deeply interconnected 
problems of racism, gender oppression, class, and the future of our planet are woven in a massive wicked 
problem. Must this juggernaut continue? Yet, this web provides many entryways to unravel the problem…  

Sunday Service is at 10 am  
 We welcome members, friends, and visitors to our Sunday services.    Religious education programs are  provided 
for toddlers through  12th graders during the service.    A nursery is available for infants and toddlers.  Please join us 
for coffee and  conversation after the service. 
 Bring a Friend to Church!   You Are Our Best Growth Strategy!  The best way to grow our church and spread the 
message of our life-saving ministries is YOU. Word of mouth and personal invitation are the most powerful and lasting 
ways we grow our church. So if there is someone you know searching, or someone who you know we would benefit 
from having among us, ask him/her/them to come to church with you. Offer to drive them, and help us expand our 
horizons as only those who have waited for us all their lives and then find us truly can. Let us not keep our “Spiritual 
Home Beyond Belief” under a barrel; let its light – your testimony – shine bright and long. 

Coming Up at Accotink -  September Services - Month of Sundays 

September Theme: Expectation 
“Sometimes, people surprise you. Sometimes, our expectations are wholly insufficient”   
Rev. Robin Tanner  



Reflection and Renewal (R&R):  Monthly sessions 

starting Wednesday, September 11 , 7 - 8:30 pm 

 Mid-month, mid-week, we find space to reflect, breath, and be more 
intentional. This is an open monthly session for deep discussion, restoring energy, 
and recommitting to personal values around the monthly worship theme. The 
setting is one of quiet reflection and gentle listening, without seeking fixes or 
agreement. The sessions follow the monthly worship theme, and in September 
will explore the theme of expectation.  Space is limited, so please sign up here for 
the September 11 session at 7 PM. (Please email or call the office for assistance 
with the signup.) R&R meets on second Wednesdays Sept. thru Dec., from 7 to 
8:30 PM in the Minister’s office.  

Challenging Chapters: Roots of Environmental Crisis  

October 6 and 27, 12 - 2 pm in the Minister’s Office

 This 2-part conversation explores systemic roots of the environmental crisis 

from different perspectives. Immense problems can make us seek simple 

solutions, but what we need are open hearts and creative minds to imagine 

possibilities. Exploring issues from different perspectives and multiple levels, we 

will expand our awareness, and help each other imagine ways to live our values. 

 Chapters are available in the church office, or email Rev. Pippin in advance so 

she can send you a copy (revp@accotinkuu.org).   

 You are invited to bring a brown bag lunch to the meetings. 

 

 

 

 

Voice Fall Trainings: 

• Organizing Training. This training will be an introduction 
to the basics of VOICE's approach to organizing power for 
change.  It is open to any new VOICE leader or veteran 
leader who wants a refresher.  Saturday, September 14, 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm. Prince William County (location TBD). 
Sign-up here 

• Ending the Silence: Training & Listening Sessions. Join 
VOICE & NAMI for a training, “Ending the Silence" and 
listening sessions on mental health. This event is 
organized and led by the VOICE Teen Caucus. There will 
be two sections - adults and teens. Sunday,  September 
15, 3:45 - 5:45 pm. Vienna Baptist Church. 541 Marshall 
Road, SW, Vienna, VA 22180.  
Sign-up here 

New AUUC Facebook Group!  

 Join our new Facebook group, Accotink UU Church 
Community. While we will still maintain our public-
facing FB page, this group is intended to be a less 
formal, private forum where we can share 
announcements, news, thoughts about service and 
upcoming events. We can hold discussions and post 
information related to living as a UU in our community 
and world. Anyone who is a member of the group can 
post.  
 Join the group at https://www.facebook.com/
groups/auuccommunity/ 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c094da9a929a7fd0-reflection1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c094da9a929a7fd0-reflection1
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https://voice-iaf.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8af488d7bc3ca8c286e16b94d&id=a02a85b969&e=a034585805
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 This summer we were fortunate to be able to offer TWO weeks of Camp Spirit Quest for the congregation and our 
community.  Week 1 was a nature camp, focused on helping our campers learn about our wonderful church grounds.  We 
spotted snakes, caught frogs, found feathers, and learned to use a compass.  We also determined that the garden gets 
many nocturnal visitors, including deer, fox, and rabbit.  We learned about the interconnectedness of all of the living things 
in our habitat as well. All in all it was a messy but fun 5 days! 

 Week 2 was a STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math) camp focused on helping solve the world’s 
problems (as listed here: www.globalgoals.org) with creative and out-of-the box thinking.  Campers dreamed up their 
inventions, then spent days building prototypes and creating displays and speeches to advertise their creations.  We ended 
with a Science Fair and awards for all.  We learned more about the 4th and 6th UU Principles through our activities and 
planning and attempted to help create a more peaceful world by working to solve problems that effect us all.   

 A huge THANK YOU to the congregation for maintaining our wonderful outdoor spaces!  Thanks to Barbara 
Breckenridge who managed the supply and administrative side of camp (and jumped in where ever needed).  Thanks to 
Oliver Easterwood for standing in as “Bucky” and helping get the campers excited about STEAM.  Finally, thanks to our 
wonderful staff: Lizzy Breckenridge, Jackson Tomasco, Sierra Chris, Forest Chris, Matt Wavra, and Ben Hall.  We had full 
enrollment and campers from two other UU congregations, along with some non-UU neighbors from Burke, engaged in 
this outreach activity.  I’m looking forward to 2020! 



Caring Connections 

 

  Omitted from web edition. 

Join the nUUners September Discussions 

 This popular AUUC informal discussion group normally 

meets the second and fourth Mondays of the month from 

11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.  All interested persons are welcome to 

bring a bag lunch and join us in the church gallery.  We 

chat and socialize until noon, and then start the day’s 

discussion on a topic chosen in advance and led by a 

member of the group.  The group participates in setting 

up the tables and in cleaning up afterwards.  Coffee and 

tea are available, and desserts/fruit are provided by 

members on a voluntary basis.   The programs for 

September are: 

• September 9.  Which Democrat Should Get the 
Nomination?  Brent Beeson will lead the discussion 
and Ann Smith will provide refreshments. 

• September 23.  Universal Basic Income – What is It.  
Jerry Snyder will lead the discussion and Carol and Al 
Stolpe will provide refreshments. 

Fall Equinox Celebration 9/22   

 Happy Fall, y'all! And Happy Thanksgiving! "But, Thanksgiving?" you ask. "Why now?" Fall Equinox is the *original* 
Thanksgiving! Come find out why and celebrate the harvest, Dionysus and all things fermented (think bread and wine) in 
our church sanctuary on Sunday, September 22nd, starting at noon and ending no later than 2. If you like, bring a harvest 
symbol to decorate our altar, and as always we are kid-friendly, so bring them along as we sing, dance and pray for our 
world. 

 Fall Equinox, the time of equal night and equal day, is also known as Mabon, but the celebration still applies. If you can, 
please bring food or drink to share afterward in fellowship. As this is a particularly fun celebration, bring along anyone you 
think would get a kick out of singing "The Gods Are Not Crazy," and raising a toast to the original party animal and patron 
God of all things transgender, Dionysus. 

 Questions? Answers? RSVPs?  Ask Nancy Melito, coordinator for Sacred Wheel  - and Happy Fall!  

  

 

 

 

 Are you a poetry lover or are you interested in becoming 
a poetry lover?  This group is open to anyone with an interest 
in reading and understanding poetry.  We typically meet the 
second Wednesday of every month in the evenings with 
dessert, coffee, tea or soft drinks and great conversation. 
 

Wednesday, September 11 ,  7 pm 
Poetry of song lyrics, Van Morrison and others  
 

Host: Judy Robison, 10128 Homar Pond Dr., Fairfax Station 

Please RSVP to Judy if you plan to attend. 

 



 Join walkers of all ages and cyclists for the annual 
Oktoberfest Volksmarch and Biketoberfest Saturday, 
Sept. 14. The self-guided walks and group bike rides 
start at the Accotink Unitarian Universalist Church in 
Burke. A volksmarch, literally translated "people's 
walk," is a leisurely walk through a scenic, historic, or 
interesting area over a pre-determined route.   
 The free volkmarches pass through lush forests 
and around Burke Lake. Choose from a five or 10-
kilometer route (three or six miles) and walk, jog or 
run at your own pace. German food and drinks will 
be available for purchase. Enjoy traditional German 
music.  
 Walkers may begin any time between 8 a.m. and 1 
p.m. but must finish by 3 p.m. The trail is probably 
suitable for sturdy strollers but not wheelchairs. An 
adult must accompany children under 12. Leashed 
dogs are welcome. There is no charge to participate 
in the event.  

 This year, American Pilgrims on the Camino, a 
group of those who have walked or plan to walk the 
Camino de Santiago trail in Spain, will begin a 9-mile 

walk at 9:30 a.m. Come learn about the Camino, 
featured in the movie “The Way,” from local people 
who have completed it.  
 Two guided bike rides are offered. The 24-mile 
group bike ride begins at 9 a.m. Leaders will take 
cyclists through beautiful neighborhoods, along a 
wide, paved path paralleling Rte. 123 and into 
Occoquan Park.  Restrooms and water are available 
at the mid-way rest-stop, and a sweep will ensure 
that no one is dropped. A 15-mile guided ride, which 
is shorter, slower and flatter, begins at 10 a.m. 
 It’s a great opportunity to get some exercise, 
enjoy the seasonal beauty, savor a tasty bratwurst, 
listen to some great music and maybe even perform 
the chicken dance while you support local UUs. The 
event is co-sponsored by AUUC, the Northern 
Virginia Volksmarchers, and the Potomac Pedalers 
Touring Club. The start is located at 10125 Lakehaven 
Ct., Burke, Va., just south of the Fairfax County 
Parkway and Burke Lake Road intersection.  
 For more information, contact Susan or Steve 
Brown or http://scenicroutes.us/nvv/events . 

Oktoberfest Walks & Bike Ride - September 14 at AUUC 

Nearly 200 people of all ages and 
leashed dogs participate each year. 

Children investigate AUUC’s Bob Westin’s 
stumpf fiddle.  

AUUC’s Moe Moser and Dotty 
Smith serve German pretzels.  

http://scenicroutes.us/nvv/events


Ingathering, Sharing Water, and a Taco Brunch  September 8 

 Mark your calendars.   Accotink's annual ingathering service is September 8 at 10 am followed by a community 
brunch. Ingathering is an all ages worship service to celebrate and bless this community and the beginning of the church 
year. All are invited (never required) to bring a small amount of water from your home or travels to add to a community 
water vessel as part of this service. Please join in the celebration and stay for the taco brunch afterward. Please sign up 
to help or bring something to share at  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0f4ea8a92b0-ingathering 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 On September 15, we will be joined by Shiree 
Skinner, Director of Development at Beacon House. 
Shiree will share inspiring success stories of children and 
teens with whom she works with every day at Beacon 
House. Outreach donations throughout September will 
be given to Beacon House.   
 Beacon House provides afterschool education and 
youth development services to just over 400 children, 
ages 5-18, annually. Beacon House is located in the 
Edgewood Commons affordable housing complex, 
located in Ward 5 of the District of Columbia.  The 
majority of the students they serve live in Edgewood 
Commons, where only 56% of parents have high school 
diplomas, and the average annual household income is 
roughly $12,000. 96% of their students are African-
American and 4% are Hispanic/Latino. The interplay of 
familial and economic factors along with systemic racial 
inequities multiplies the opportunity gap for their 
students.   

 In spite of these challenges, Beacon House students 
are succeeding. All 17 of the young men and women who 
were part of the Class of 2019 graduated from high 
school this past spring and have plans to go on to 
college or trade school. Additionally, from 2008 to 2019, 
93% of Beacon House seniors enrolled in college or trade 
school. The average graduation rate for DC schools as a 
whole is only 69%, and that includes the wealthy areas!   

 Founded in 1991 by a UU minister, Rev. Donald 

Robinson, this nonprofit is supported by UU churches in 
D.C. and around the Beltway. Beacon House continues 
to: 

• offer its flagship Education Program which serves 
more than 150 youth, ages 5 to 18, annually, by providing 
after-school academic tutoring, mentoring and 
enrichment programs; 

• operate its award-winning Athletics Program which 
enrolls more than 300 boys and girls annually. Coaches 
and mentors reinforce the importance of school and the 
prioritization of education. More than 100 student-
athletes also participate in the Education Program; 

• provide a five-week Summer Camp, Sports Camp 
and Camp LEAP, for 90 youth ages 7-13, giving them a 
safe and enriching summer along with providing training 
and jobs for their camp counselors; and promote 
creative writing collaborations resulting in 11 books 
being written and published by Beacon House students. 
The Day Tajon Got Shot, a fictional portrayal of a police 
shooting told from many perspectives, has won national 
awards, and the ten teen authors have recently been 
recognized by the DC City Council and featured on Fox5 
News. 

 On Sunday, September 15, you are invited to place a 
contribution for Beacon House in the “Outreach” 
section of the collection basket or mail your check 
anytime during the month of September to the AUUC 
office. Please make your tax-deductible check payable to 
AUUC with “Beacon House.” or “Sept. Outreach” on the 
memo line. Outreach collections are sponsored by 
Accotink’s Social Justice Committee. 

 Visit Beacon House at beaconhousedc.org or on 

Facebook at facebook.com/beaconhousedc. 

September Outreach Collection for Beacon House 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0f4ea8a92b0-ingathering
https://www.facebook.com/beaconhousedc


Let's WIN Together! 

 The WIN task force is a group of members charged with 
identifying priorities for building upgrades to improve 
welcoming, accessibility, and inclusion at the church. After 
soliciting information and feedback from the congregation, 
the task force will develop a strategy and fundraising plan to 
make Welcoming  Improvements Now (a WIN!). Some 
examples of improvements include an elevator/lift, upgrades 
to audiovisual system, new chairs, and safer sidewalks and 
ramps. Watch for details as the task force surveys the 
congregation and solicits feedback from committee and 
groups. For more information on the task force, contact Jan 
Forsyth or Julie Schuck.  

September 11 

Accotink Buddhist Fellowship  
 

 For sharing stories, knowledge and experiences in 
everyday Buddhism. 
 Join us for a discussion on ‘Buddhist Thought: 
Wisdom and Compassion" or the ‘balance of cosmic 
reality and personal reverence’, and; meditation, 
on… 
 

Wednesday, September 11, 2019. 

Darwin Room,  Room 126,  7-8:30 pm 
Art Politano      RSVP  

 Thanks to the generosity of our congregation and the enthusiasm and expertise of our 
young meal-packers, AUUC children and teens, Accotink UU Church will embark on our 
THIRD year supporting Halley Elementary School children in nearby Lorton.  The last two 
years we packed bags for 20 students. This school year we expect to be supporting several 
additional students, so our goal is to pack 132 packs to cover two months of deliveries to 
Halley  ES. 

 Mark your calendars for the first Meal Pack Assembly on Sunday, September 15 
immediately following the Sunday service. To give us an idea of how many adults and 
youth will be joining us, please visit https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4dafaa2fa57-
nochild8.  

 Please consider bringing specific food items we use in the meal packs now through 
April 2020 and dropping them in the yellow bin in the church foyer. Lists of these food 
items are available in the foyer and through our AUUC website https://accotinkuu.org/wmp
-donation-list/  These donations are greatly appreciated.  

 NCGH/Accotink provides Halley students who qualify for free and reduced lunch during 
the school week with nutritious food over weekends. This AUUC program has been a huge 
success due to the unwavering participation and support of our the AUUC community, 
both adults and youth. For everyone’s planning purposes, meal pack assembly dates have 
been scheduled as follows: Sundays, 9/15/19, 10/27/19, 1/5/20, 2/23/20, and 4/26/20. 
 No Child Goes Hungry/Accotink is sponsored by the Social Justice Committee and the 
Children’s Spiritual Development Committee. For questions, please contact Shelley 

Brosnan or Nancy Davis.  

No Child Goes Hungry AUUC Meal Pack Assembly  Sunday, September 15 

Save the Date - October 6 

UUSJ Social Justice Awards Gala  

 Every two years, UUSJ recognizes area social justice 
heroes. Come celebrate and honor some of those heroes, 
and raise funds for UUSJ’s work, on Sunday, October 6 in the 
late afternoon.  Look for more details in This Week and the 
OOS. 

Immigration Film Festival - 9/13 

 Opening Night:  The Southern Border – September 13, 
6:30 p.m. to 10 p.m., Jack Morton Auditorium, George 
Washington University. More information - https://
immigrationfilmfest.org/schedule/ 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4dafaa2fa57-nochild8
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4dafaa2fa57-nochild8
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Sponsor- a- Mawlat (India) Student: 

Need 2 More Sponsors by 9/22 

 We need 2 more sponsors for one or more students at 
the Mawlat Upper Primary School in Northeast India. Our 
Social Justice Committee commits to sponsor at least 23 of 
the poorest students.  Just by donating $40 (all donations, 
more or less are warmly welcome!) sponsors one student 
for an entire year.  The money provides books, uniforms, 
school supplies, a small amount of protein for lunch and 
some incidental expenses.  All for only $40 per year!   
 If you can assist, send a $40 (any amount is very 
welcome!) check to the office or place it in the offertory 
basket by Sep 22.  Please make checks out to AUUC with 
Mawlat School on the memo line.  If you prefer to give 
cash, place it in an envelope with Mawlat written on the 
front and your name; place the envelope in the collection 
basket or in the lower safe (across from the 
copier).  Contact Marsha White for questions. 
 Did you know there are over 10,000 Unitarians in 
Northeast India, most very poor.  The Unitarians in this 
region operate schools that are open to children of all 
faiths, unlike most other religiously affiliated schools.   
 In this small village, most of the residents live way 
below the poverty level.  This is the sixth year for our 
affiliation with this school.  Look for a display board in the 
gallery on select summer Sundays to see some of the 
letters the children have written to us in the past, along 
with some photos.  

 On Tuesday, September 17 at 1:00 p.m., the 
Women's Book Discussion Group will review  
Code girls : the untold story of the American women 
code breakers of World War II by Liza Mundy.  
Jessica Burmester will host at her home. 
 
Remember that all women -- Accotinkers and 
friends -- who like a good read and friendly 
discussion are welcome to attend or drop in at any 
of these meetings.   For more information, contact 
Sandy Beeson. 

Write Here! Write Now! – Paid Sick Leave for Virginia Workers   

 On Labor Day, September 1, AUUC will conduct a "Write Here Write Now" event after our regular service to encourage 
our legislators to make Virginia the next state to have a paid sick day standard. 
 Why you ask? Because 41 percent of private sector workers, 1.2 million Virginians, have 0 paid sick days (or paid time 
off). This is to create a paid sick day standard to require all employers with six or more employees to provide five paid sick 
days (40 hours) each year for full-time workers that could be used for themselves or to care for a sick loved one.   
 Who benefits?  

• Workers and their families – When a worker takes 3.5 unpaid sick days, the average family loses a month’s worth of 
groceries. 

• Schools – Parents who don’t have paid sick days are more than twice as likely to send their children to school sick, than 
parents who have paid sick days. 

• Public health – Low-wage workers (food- service, personal health care, and childcare workers) are the least likely to 
have paid sick days. More than 80 percent of food industry workers and 75 percent of childcare workers have no paid 
sick days. 

• Businesses – Without paid sick days, workers go to work sick, infecting others and impacting productivity. Employers 
lose $160 billion annually in productivity due to “presenteeism” (the practice of coming to work despite illness or injury 
and working less efficiently). 

• People of color – In the US, about 38 percent of African Americans and 50 percent of Latinos do not have access to a 
single paid sick day. More than 25 percent of Latino households and 30 percent of African American households have 
no savings and cannot afford to take unpaid time off from work. 

 So, come to our table to sign a supporting petition or write a letter yourself to your legislator to help Virginia join the 
other 13 states that have done this successfully.  The Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy strong supports this effort 
and will be working to pass this legislation in January 2020. 

 

Questions?  Contact Dean Wanderer . 



IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN!!!   

TIME TO DONATE FOR THE ANNUAL SERVICES AUCTION! 

Donations due  by September 10th 

 
Dear Fellow Accotinkers  

 Our Annual Services Auction will be held on Oct 26, 2019.  We are accepting donations through Sept 10.  The 
site is open to accept your donations to the auction.   Use the following link:  www.auctria.com/auction/AUUC2019 

This is a major event for our church where our members and friends donate services, dinners, and other 
items.  Auction participants bid on the items offered with the proceeds going to support our church 
operations.  This is a great way to fill up your calendar with wonderful and creative social events hosted by other 
Accotinkers.  This is also a great way to make new friends. 

 Key events offered last year included:  Whiskey A Go Go or Hopscotch with Rev Linda and Connie Diamant, the 
Crawfish Boil with the Kahle's, beer tastings, pizza and game nights, many many dinners, rides to the airport, and 
dog walking.  There was even a scavenger hunt.  We also had some fabulous hand crafted items, wines, beers, and 
art work. 

 This is a family-friendly event and there will be a program for kids, as well as family-friendly auction items. 

Individual email notifications have been sent out church-wide, detailing how to offer your donations and register 
for the auction.  Especially if you have not received an email from us, come and see us at our table set up after 
church in the gallery, for folks to come and talk about ideas, to take your donations, or just to chat about how the 
auction works. 

 Stay tuned for further announcements from the pulpit and by email!  So mark your calendars for the date 
***Oct 26*** and make those donations early and often. 

 

Once again, the link to donate is www.auctria.com/auction/AUUC2019.  We look forward to seeing you on Oct 26. 

 
 

Ken Heller for the Auction Team 

http://www.auctria.com/auction/AUUC2019
http://www.auctria.com/auction/AUUC2019


 

Beacon House Thanks YOU for School Supplies 

 
 Accotink’s generosity is clearly evident! Kate Wiley, Beacon House’s Education Programs 
Director, emailed shortly after receiving our collected supplies on August 22 “Thank you so 
much for the wonderful support you provided our students and families at the start of the 
new school year! Your gifts of the on-line kits and individual school supplies will give the 
students the tools they need to begin a successful year. I cannot express our thanks enough!”  

Here’s what AUUC gave to Beacon House  
Backpacks 

3 Child-sized backpacks 

3 Adult backpacks 

   2 Zippered large 3-ring binder with strap, dividers, pencil pouch 

  Writing/Drawing Materials:   Paper Products: 
354   # 2 Pencils 16  Marble composition books 

10  Ball point pens (blue or black) 14  Spiral notebooks (wide & college ruled) 

1  8-count markers 1   Packs of graph paper 

15  Crayons (24 or 64 count) 1  Packs of wide-ruled writing paper 

39  Erasers (pink, pencil top, or large) 5  Packs of college-ruled writing paper 

8  Packs of colored pencils 2  Packs of 3x5 inch ruled index cards, white 

11  Highlighters- florescent yellow 25  Packs of 3x3 Post-it Notes 

50  Mechanical pencils 1  Clipboard 

    2  Reams of copy paper 

Other: 

10  Scissors (adult or safety blunt) 3  Pencil boxes 

8  Rulers (inches & centimeters) 7  2-pocket folders 

3  Pencil Sharpeners 1  Packs of dividers 

4  Protractors and Compasses 21  3 ring binders (1.5, 2 or 3 inch) 

12  Glue sticks (small & large)     3  Boxes of tissues 

8  Bottles of white school glue 5  Scotch Magic Tape and Refillable Dispenser 

8  2 Zippered pouch for pencils/ 1  Hand sanitizer and Clorox Wipes 

   8  Small memo pads  

Blu School Kits and Backpacks: 
8  K-3rd Kit  3  16” Classic Backpacks  
8  4-5th Kit  5  18” Territory Backpacks  

8  6-8th Kit     

 

 

 

 

 If yes, then you are in luck!  AUUC is expanding our ‘Meal-
Pack’ partnership with Halley ES in Fairfax, VA by providing adult 
mentors to meet weekly with one or a small group of students.  
Your commitment would only be 30-40 minutes per week during 
the school year.   We will be recruiting mentors throughout the 
summer at AUUC.  Training will be provided to the mentors in 
September.   Please contact Chris Stunkard if you are interested. 

Do You Want to Positively Impact the Life of a Child? 



Climate Change and Environmental Justice Programs 

 The joint task force for the Green Sanctuary and the Social Justice Committee has been busy planning a year of study 
and action around the themes of climate crisis and climate justice.  We are building a calendar around these themes and will 
be announcing periodic programs and study sessions.  As a part of our year of education and action, we will support other 
UU and community programs.   Three events may be of interest in September.  

 

1.  Advocacy Conference on Environmental Justice, Class and Race  (poster on next page) 

Sunday through Tuesday, September 15 -  17, Washington, DC. Sponsored by UUs for Just Economic Community, UU 

Ministry for Earth, UUs for Social Justice, All Souls Church, Unitarian, UU Service Committee, UUA and Side with Love 
 Learn how climate change is an economic justice issue , How UU values inform our justice work ,  How to lobby—and 
then go to Senators on Capitol Hill , How you can take this knowledge home and work locally , and  How indigenous 
people’s values can preserve the earth.  Registration is open now: Tickets for the conference click here.  $40 + service fee 
for one day; $125 full conference + fee  Scholarships are available.  Learn more at https://uujec.com/gndconference 

 

2.  Virginia Climate Crisis Forum  Tuesday, September 17, 7 pm  (Image below) 

open to the public, free of charge  Hosted by Faith Alliance for Climate Solutions (FACS) 

Join us in coming together with people of faith and community members across Virginia to engage in a deep conversation 
about environmental justice. As we work together to repair our damaged climate, we must make sure that everyone most 
impacted — including low-income people, people of color, the vulnerable, and those on the frontlines — are part of every 
solution.   
 Alisa Roman is planning to attend this event.  If you would like to coordinate plans with Alisa, please email her at  
alisaroman@cox.net.  Watch for announcements this week including the location in Northern Virginia, additional panelists, 
and registration information! 

 

3.  Global Climate Strikes   Fridays, Sept 20 & 27  
 Young people around the world will participate in marches and other activities sponsored by various organizations 
throughout the U.S. and other countries. Adults are encouraged to join in.  https://globalclimatestrike.net/ This is a global 
moment to show politicians everywhere that our movement is growing from strength to strength and we won’t stop until 
we get climate justice for everyone. This is only the beginning. 

https://uujec.com/gndconference
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/mps2/c/IwE/ni0YAA/t.2uh/6h82Cq_3THqraSKzRTN7gA/h0/SACaG7y9JUftx-2FBpjMGA460jQMsiIvxXPUj0rt-2Fg6vyCQMOqJk24nztBaeCA3OGM9JKFghzQVVpmRHNBItuqJCed9GebEuhVB2XR6BIrncTdXCFE85VUuQ6ISEOotnGM4Nl0tlenhUnKR3RUvXhzFcNiL6H6X2DEoRyzQc3mJZTl
https://globalclimatestrike.net/
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Back-to-School Gifts 

 We have sustainable, green and useable gifts available after most church services on the Fair Trade table in the 
gallery.  Place one or more items in a reusable gift tote bag or box.  Add a reusable coffee cup, a plant or special pictures 
for a dorm room. Your gift to a college student will bring a smile and a little love to a homesick student. 

Landscape Professionals Support our Local Wildlife 
 On August 7, over a hundred people attended Plant NOVA Natives’ first conference on native plants for professionals, 
including representatives from 39 professional landscaping companies. Although homeowners can drive demand for 
native plants, most residential and commercial landscapes in Northern Virginia have been designed and installed by 
professionals. If our neighborhoods are to evolve in a way that supports the local ecosystem, landscaping industry 
leadership will be critical. 
 The Plant NOVA Natives campaign is not just about educating citizens about why and how to use native plants as a first 
step toward creating home habitat. The campaign also creates resources that are tailored to the needs of professionals. 
This has included the development of a reference guide that identifies locally native plants that are reliable, widely 
available, beautiful, and suitable for conventional landscape settings.  This guide and other resources can be found in the 
professionals section of the Plant NOVA Natives website. 
 The conference agenda included three presentations. Brad Motter from Gone Native Landscapes reviewed the critical 
role of insects to our ecosystem and the ecological benefits of native plants in the food web supporting wildlife. One of the 
examples he showed was the landscaping around Caboose Commons beer garden and coffee house in Fairfax. Ginger 
Woolrich then highlighted the landscaping value of various trees and shrubs, information which can be found in her highly 
practical book Essential Native Trees and Shrubs. Elisa Meara wrapped up the conference with a talk on the native 
perennials which she uses the most in her business, Native Plant Landscape Corp. 
 The conference was made possible by seed money provided by Transurban’s Express Lanes Community Grant Program 
and by the collaboration of several organizations. Merrifield Garden Center provided the venue, and the Northern Virginia 
Nursery and Landscape Association and the Audubon-at-Home program contributed essential logistical support. Meadows 
Farms and the Chesapeake Bay Landscape Professionals publicized the event on their email lists for professionals. The 
resulting turnout was very gratifying and demonstrated the need for further conferences. 
 The fate of the birds, butterflies and other native creatures of Northern Virginia is in human hands, and in large part 
that depends on the actions of members of the landscape profession and their ability to educate their customers on how 
to become environmental stewards. This is a wonderful opportunity for them to make an important difference to the 
quality of life of all of us as we work together to protect the ecosystem and mitigate the climate crisis. 

 Accotink has been selling Fair Trade coffees, teas, 
chocolates and olive oil for several years.  We want to 
make it easy for our community to purchase quality 
products that pay fair wages to the growers and support 
sustainable agriculture.  We are paying homage to the 
inherent worth and dignity of all people. As a side benefit, 
we use the tiny profit we make help to green our 
church.  Our next project will be funding an energy 
efficient water heater. 
 Equal Exchange, the supplier of our products, turns 30 
this year.  From their  website "...we reflect on the journey 
we have traveled, we are both immensely proud and 
infinitely concerned. We have accomplished more than 
we ever dreamed possible back in 1986. We have sparked 
enormous reform in the U.S. specialty coffee industry. 
And we have built a supply chain from scratch that, 
against all odds, gives small farmer co-ops a fighting 
chance and a seat at the table. We are one of the largest 
and most successful worker co-ops in the country. We are 
one of the largest Alternative Trade Organizations (ATOs) 
in the world."  In the wider food system, corporations 

control everything from seeds to supply and prices, while 
relentlessly chipping away at the regulations that inform 
and protect consumers. They fight feverishly to prevent 
us from knowing if GMOs are present in our food. They 
continue to promote production methods that hasten the 
warming of the planet—a present-day threat to millions 
of small farmers and others around the world. And, 
corporations count on consumers remaining unorganized 
to maintain the status quo.   Read more about Equal 
Exchanges’ goals for the future at https://
equalexchange.coop/getinvolved.  
 Here's where you come in at AUUC:  we need just one 
person just a little before the Sunday morning worship 
service to set up, and then about 20 minutes after the 
service to sell Fair Trade products either after the 1st or 
the 4th Sunday service. It’s easy, and a good way to meet 
people.  We have a stocked, rolling cart with all the 
supplies, a quick training session at your convenience, and 
the flexibility of trading Sundays with another regular 
Sunday volunteer or we’ll tap our substitute list if you 
have a conflict.  Contact Marge Runge for details. 

Why AUUC Sells Fair Trade Products and How You Can Help 

https://equalexchange.coop/getinvolved
https://equalexchange.coop/getinvolved


 
100th Green Breakfast (Northern VA Soil & 
Water District)   Don’t miss this special occasion at 

8:30 a.m. at Brion's Grille (10621 Braddock Rd, Fairfax, VA 
22032).  It’s only $10 for a hot buffet breakfast and 
environmental news you can use.  Details will be available 
soon at https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/soil-water-
conservation/100th-green-breakfast.  
 

Wild Virginia    Wild Virginia is dedicated to 

preserving Virginia’s wild places. Come join us! A 
grassroots membership, non-profit organization 
dedicated to preserving wild forest ecosystems in 
Virginia's National Forests through education and 
advocacy. The group offers hikes, book discussion, issue 
education, and many other programs.  They are active to 
prevent the Atlantic Coast pipeline and the compressor 
station in Buckingham. Go to http://wildvirginia.org/ for 
programming details.   
 

Faith Alliance for Climate Solutions (FACS) 
FACS is working hard to move Fairfax County Public 
Schools toward solar energy and move the County to take 
important steps to follow through with their commitment 
to be more sustainable in their operations.  The group has 
an active advocacy team in most districts.  Go to https://
www.faithforclimate.org/ for details or talk with Mary 
Rose Janya or Marsha White. 
 

Sierra Club Activities - Volunteer Action Night for the 

Environment - Tuesday, September 10, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m., Oakton Library, 10304 Lynnhaven Place, Oakton, VA 

Learn about the ways that you can get involved in what 
the Sierra Club is doing locally. Join us in working to 
combat climate change and global warming.  RSVP 

Contact:  Susan Bonney at sbonney001@aol.com 

Sponsored by Sierra Club/Great Falls Group, Food and 
Water Watch, 350 Fairfax 

 
GFG - MVG Potluck Picnic and Nature Walk 

Saturday, September 14, 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.; nature walk at 3 
p.m. Potomac Overlook Regional Park 2845 Marcey Road. 
Arlington, VA 22207.   Please sign up as space is limited. 
There will be a short nature walk led by a park naturalist 
at 3 p.m. and an option for a longer and steeper walk 
down to the river. RSVP--then click on What to Bring. 
Contact: Paul Kaplowitz at pkaplowi@gmail.com. 
Sponsors: Sierra Club/Great Falls Group, Sierra Club/
Mount Vernon Group 

 

 

Sierra Club Virginia Chapter’s Annual Gathering 

September 20 – 22, Westmoreland State Park, 145 Cliff 
Road, Montross, VA  - The Annual Gathering includes a 
variety of programming options ranging from  hikes and 
other outdoor activities to campaign workshops and 
presentations from experts and the Virginia Chapter Staff, 
and much more! REGISTER.   Questions or concerns? 
Reach out to Jessica Sims t jessica.sims@sierraclub.org or 
(804) 366-0745.  Sierra Club Virginia Chapter 

 
National Drive Electric Week - Saturday, September 14; 10 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.,  The National Mall -  a nationwide 
celebration highlighting the benefits of all-electric and 
plug-in hybrid-electric cars, trucks, motorcycles, and 
more. This event will connect electric vehicle owners to 
people who are curious about the benefits of owning an 
electric vehicle in DC, MD, and VA. RSVP here.  View the 
website.  To volunteer, please sign up here.   Co-hosted 
by Sierra Club/DC Chapter. 
 
Fairfax National Drive Electric Week Event - September 
22; 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Old Town Square Park, 10415 North 
Street, Fairfax, VA 22030 -  Local community members 
will be bringing their own electric vehicles (EV's) to 
educate the public about the environmental and personal 
benefits of switching to electric cars. Click here to RSVP 
to attend or participate by bringing your EV. Contact 
Laura Allen at laura@generation180.org. Sponsored by 
Generation180 

 
The Songs of Insects: A Talk and a Walk - Wednesday, 
September 11, 6:30 pm. Huntley Meadows Park, Visitor 
Center, 3701 Lockheed Blvd., Alexandria, VA. If you use a 
GPS device, be sure to enter the street address--not the 
park’s name. Wil Hershberger will explore the world of 
singing insects with images and sound recordings. 
Unfortunately, the walk must be limited to 20 people, first 
so please sign up ahead of time at info@fodm.org. 
Sponsored by Friends of Dyke Marsh 
 
Help Save Our Native Plants - September 9; starting at 9 
a.m., Dyke Marsh Wildlife Preserve - Meet at the native 
plant site along the Haul Road Trail just past the second 
bench. Join other Friends of Dyke Marsh (FODM) and help 
remove invasive plants.  Volunteer whatever time you 
can; and if the heat becomes unbearable, we can stop.  

RSVP to info@fodm.org. Sponsored by Friends of Dyke 
Marsh 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/soil-water-conservation/100th-green-breakfast
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The National Solar Tour: Sign Up to Host a Solar Open 
House October 5 & 6 

 Join hundreds of your fellow solar owners from across 
the country in the largest national solar event, 
coordinated by leading solar energy non-profit 
organizations, Solar United Neighbors and the American 
Solar Energy Society. Welcome interested members of 
your community to see your solar system up close and 
hear about your experience and reasoning for going solar. 
Connect with folks who are interested in going solar, 
show off your solar system, answer questions, share 
stories, and celebrate the power of solar energy! Hosting 
a solar open  house is easy! Any solar home, business, non
-profit organization, religious institution, or municipal 
building is invited to participate! Sign up to host at 
nationalsolartour.org/host. Email address is 
solartour@solarunitedneighbors.org. Sponsored by 
American Solar Energy Society & Solar United Neighbors 

 
Plastic Free Forum 

Saturday, September 28, 10 a.m. to noon, Great Falls 
Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls, VA 

 How many ways can you reduce your plastic use? Join 
us for a panel discussion of single-use plastics. Our 
panelists will tackle the issue of plastic pollution from 
different perspectives: consumer, activist, business, and 
legislative. We'll also have representatives from 
numerous climate, environmental, and waste-related 
organizations on hand to answer your questions. 
Panelists include Del. Elizabeth Guzman, 31st District, 
Virginia House of Delegates, and Dan Simons, owner, 
Farmers Restaurant Group. RSVP 

Questions to Julie Kimmel at 350fairfax@gmail.com. 

Sponsored by Alexandria 350, 350 Fairfax, EcoAction 
Arlington, Faith Alliance for Climate Solutions, Friends of 
Accotink Creek, Greater Prince William Climate Action 
Network, Sierra Club/Great Falls Group, Green Muslims, 
LaColectiVA, Our Last Straw 

 
Virginia Environmental Assembly 

Friday, October 11 - Saturday, October 12.  Virginia Union 
University, 1500 N Lombardy Street, Richmond, VA 

 The Virginia Environmental Assembly brings together 
conservation leaders from across the Commonwealth for 
a discussion on a Common Agenda to protect Virginia’s 
natural resources. The weekend will feature the work of 
local, state, and national organizations’ efforts to address 
climate change, advance environmental justice, clean up 
the Chesapeake Bay, expand outdoor recreation 
opportunities, and more.  Click here to register and for 
additional information (featured speakers and conference 
highlights). All updates will be posted to the event site. 
Sponsored by Virginia Conservation Network .    

Plant NOVA Natives 
Native plant festival and sale: Saturday, September 7, at 
Eleanor C. Lawrence Park, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Guided nature 
walks, kid’s games and crafts, wagon rides, food trucks, 
invasive pulls with prizes. Native plant gardening 
presentation at noon at Cabell’s Mill (limited indoor 
seating). 
 
HOAs and Condo Associations - Sustainable solutions to 
landscaping headaches: 
Friday, October 4 or Saturday, November 2,  9:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. (content will be identical). 
 Are you involved in planning the landscaping for your 
HOA or Condo Association? Board members, landscape 
committees, property managers, and landscape 
maintenance companies are particularly encouraged to 
attend, but everyone is welcome. See details and sign up 
at https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/20f054badac2da6f94-promoting. 
 
Label plants at garden centers: We just added Holly, 
Wood and Vines, and Campbell & Ferrara in Mount 
Vernon, and we are still seeking another volunteer for 
Lake Ridge Nursery in Dumfries, but there are others as 
well where we need more people to put our red stickers 
on the native plants. Email plantnovanatives@gmail.com 
if you can help with this pleasant work. 
 
Art team forming: Alice Quatrochi has volunteered to be 
our “art director,” exploring ways to use art to help 
connect people to the native plant movement. Are you an 
artist who would like to help Alice brainstorm ideas? 
Contact plantnovanatives@gmail.com. 
 
A second website person needed: The work is light, but it 
is good to have more than one person doing updates to 
our website. Contact plantnovanatives@gmail.com. 
 
Enjoy making videos?  We would like to make a series of 
three minute videos specifically for landscape 
professionals. We can supply the basic outlines but need 
someone to do some interviewing and put it all together. 
Email plantnovanatives@gmail.com.  
 
Several volunteer opportunities – easy and fun work! No 
experience necessary. Email 
plantnovanatives@gmail.com.  

• Sept 7 – Table at the Eleanor C Lawrence Park native 
plant festival and sale, Centreville 

• Sept 29 – Table at NatureFest, Herndon. 

• Oct 26 – Table at River Farm’s Fall Festival ‘Pumpkins 
and Pollinators’, Alexandria 
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Accotink’s Ongoing Collections 

 

Labels For Education (program is phasing out): Place your labels in the red-capped 

collection jar in the gallery.  Our labels go to Weyanoke Elementary School, which has a very 
high number of children receiving free or reduced price lunches.  AUUC member Ann Smith 
will deliver the labels. These labels are being replaced by a digital program described below.  
 

Box Tops Go Digital: After 23 years, Labels for Education is ending.  There’s a new program 

for funneling Box Tops to your school using your smartphone; go to https://
www.boxtops4education.com/How%20To%20Earn for details. 
 

Brown Paper Grocery Bags: Place your clean (no food residue or receipts), folded brown 

paper grocery bags on the shelf in the coat closet near the gallery. The Lorton Community 
Action Center on Route 1 in Lorton appreciates receiving paper and reusable fabric bags for 
their food distribution program. Marsha White will deliver. 

Are You Interested in Learning About and Discussing Climate Change Science? 

 As part of this year's social justice theme on the environment and climate change, AUUC is considering a Journal 
Club. It's like a book club except participants meet monthly to  review and discuss academic literature. You don't have 
to be an expert scientist to participate - you just need the willingness to learn more about what science can tell us 
about the environment - we'll pick articles and reports that are accessible to a wide audience. If you would like more 
information or would like to be part of the inaugural Journal Club, contact Julie Schuck. Meeting times will be 
determined by availability of interested participants.  

Date Location Address District 

September 14, 2019 Fairfax County Government center  
12000 Government Center 

Parkway, Fairfax   
Braddock 

 

 

2019 Fairfax County Document Shredding  

The Fairfax County Solid Waste Management Program will be sponsoring one secure document shredding event in each 

supervisory district per calendar year.  These events are only open to Fairfax County residents along with residents of the 

Towns of Vienna, Herndon and Clifton and the Cities of Fairfax and Falls Church.  

 Shredding events start at 7 a.m. and conclude at 11 a.m.  All cars must be in line by 11 a.m.  Accepted: Up to four medium-

sized packing boxes per vehicle. Residential material of a sensitive nature such as tax documents, financial records, etc.   

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/document-shredding 

Farmers Markets: Local and Fresh 

 
 
 Those tasty summer fruits and veggies are in their prime. 
To find the farmers market schedule in Fairfax County, go to: 
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets/. If 
you live in Prince William County, go to: http://
www.pwcgov.org/government/dept/park/pages/farmers-
market.aspx. For markets in Loudoun County, go to http://
loudounfarmersmarkets.org/.  

 Also check your local version of The Patch, The 
Connection, The Times and other media sources for markets 
near you.  Support area farmers  and your health by eating 
local, fresh, organic and sustainable! 

Fairfax County’s Free Mulch 

 
 
 Fairfax County grinds brush which 
produces double-shredded wood mulch for 
residents. This clean, good quality mulch is 
FREE and usually available at the I-95 and I-
66 Recycling and Disposal Centers. Visit this 
website for directions, hours, phone 
numbers and more: https://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/
recycling-trash/free-mulch. When mulch 
production is sufficient, it’s available at 
some local parks.  
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http://www.pwcgov.org/government/dept/park/pages/farmers-market.aspx
http://www.pwcgov.org/government/dept/park/pages/farmers-market.aspx
http://loudounfarmersmarkets.org/
http://loudounfarmersmarkets.org/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/free-mulch
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/free-mulch
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/free-mulch


Dear Bea, 

 My wife says I keep our A/C set too low. However, I 
think she wants it too hot at 800. Comfortable for me is 680 
but her complaining is driving me nuts!  She says she could 
meet me in the middle at 740 but no lower.  So, who is 
correct?  We have agreed to abide by your answer, 
knowing that one of us will probably be unhappy.  

 Dewey Clash 

 

Dear Dewey, 

 Lucky is the family (or office) where everyone agrees 
on the thermostat setting. Since I am a trifle cowardly, I 
decided to pass this one on to the U.S. Department of 
Energy.   They recommend setting your thermostat to 780.  
(Don’t shoot me, I am just the messenger)!!   To save 
money and energy, turn your thermostat up 7 to 10 
degrees if you are away from home for two hours or more.  
Here is their direct quote:  “The higher interior 
temperature actually slows the flow of heat into your 
home, so it won't take as much energy to cool things back 
down as you think when you return home”. 

 Ceiling fans rotating counter-clockwise and darkening 
window treatments will also help to keep your house 
cooler and your A/C costs down.  Remember to turn the 
ceiling fan off if you are not in the room, however.  

 Now grab yourself a fan, your wife a sweater and enjoy 
the rest of the day.  

  Bea 

Regional Glass Recycling Program  

(Purple Bins) 

 From Fairfax County’s web site: “Fairfax County, City of 
Alexandria, Prince William County, and Arlington County 
announced a new strategic partnership to recover and 
recycle glass. In Northern Virginia, glass collected in 
curbside recycling bins is sent to recycling facilities where it 
eventually ends up in landfills. During the transportation 
process to the facility glass is broken and becomes mixed 
with recycling residue as part of the sorting process, 
making it unrecoverable. To tackle this challenge, these 
jurisdictions have committed to collecting glass via purple 
glass-only drop-off containers and bringing it to Fairfax 
County’s “Big Blue” processing plant, where it will be 
recycled for use in a variety of projects. Fairfax County is 
proud of this partnership and is looking forward to 
continuing the growth of true glass recycling in Northern 
Virginia. By using the unique purple color we are hopeful 
that our residents will easily be able to identify glass 
recycling locations throughout NOVA.” John Kellas, deputy 
director of Public Works and Environmental Services. 
 For partnering jurisdictions, all colors of emptied glass 
bottles and jars are acceptable materials for glass drop-off. 
Food residue from jars should be rinsed out before placing 
glass in the bins. Items that are not accepted include food, 
plastic bags, lamps or light bulbs, ceramics, porcelain, 
mirrors, windows, and glass sheets. “  
 For a map of glass recycling drop-off sites, go to https://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/news/regional-
approach-glass-recycling-leads-creation-purple-can-club.  
 The closest purple bins for AUUC is at the Springfield 
Government Center, and the Lorton Fairfax County 
Recycling and Disposal Center. 

Recycle Your Electronics! 

      

In Prince William County, residents can recycle three 

electronic items per visit for free at: 

• The Landfill: Wednesdays and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. 

• Balls Ford Road Yard Waste Compost Facility: Second 
Saturday monthly, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

      

 For acceptable items and limitations, go to: 
http://www.pwcgov.org/government/dept/publicworks/
trash/Pages/Electronics-Recycling-Program.aspx. 

  

In Fairfax County, residents (may be required to show 

proof of residency) can bring them any day to the I-66 
Transfer Station or the I-95 Landfill Complex. Accepted: 
computers and related equipment, TVs, gaming systems, 
stereos and other household electronic devices and cables.   

 
 
 

 Before donating or recycling, delete all personal 
information and remove all batteries. Be even greener by 
considering an upgrade of the hardware or software on 
your existing device.  Cell phones and rechargeable 
batteries are accepted at the transfer stations and some 
government locations; for more information, go to https://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/
electronics 

 
 

FairFax I-66 Transfer Station:  4618 West Ox Road, Fairfax 
Hours:   Monday - Saturday: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m 
   Sunday: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

  

Prince William   
I-95 Landfill Complex, 9850 Furnace Road, Lorton 
Hours:   Every Day: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

http://energy.gov/energysaver/articles/thermostats
http://energy.gov/energysaver/articles/thermostats
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/news/regional-approach-glass-recycling-leads-creation-purple-can-club
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/news/regional-approach-glass-recycling-leads-creation-purple-can-club
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/news/regional-approach-glass-recycling-leads-creation-purple-can-club
http://www.pwcgov.org/government/dept/publicworks/trash/Pages/Electronics-Recycling-Program.aspx
http://www.pwcgov.org/government/dept/publicworks/trash/Pages/Electronics-Recycling-Program.aspx
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/electronics
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/electronics
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/electronics
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Unitarian Universalist Principles 

WE, THE MEMBER CONGREGATIONS OF THE  

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST ASSOCIATION,  

COVENANT TO AFFIRM AND PROMOTE 

•   The inherent worth and dignity of every person;  
•   Justice, equality, and compassion in human relations; 
•   Acceptance of one another and encouragement to  
     spiritual growth in our congregations; 
•   A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 
•   The right of conscience and the use of the democratic  
      process within our congregations and in society at 
large; 
•   The goal of world community with peace, liberty and  
     Justice for all; 
• Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of 

which we are a part. 

AUUC   RECYCLES 

What How Where to Place Recipient/More Info 
Paper or Reusable Grocery 
Bags 

Clean, folded Leave on upper level coat 
closet shelf 

Lorton Community  

Action Center’s food  

distribution program 

Box Tops for Education Logo on General Mills  
products 

Red topped clear  
container with a yellow  

label on the Social  

Justice table in the  

gallery  

Weyanoke Elementary 
School’s low-income  

children 

Commingled materials: 
All types of paper, paper-
board, and cardboard; 
#1-7 Plastic and all glass  

bottles; 
Aluminum and steel cans, pie 
plates, foil (rinsed) 
NO FOAM waste – place in 
trash 

Use clear plastic bag liners; lift 
bin lid to discard items that 
don’t fit through slot/hole 
Orders of service, office paper, 
newspapers, phone books, 
catalogs, magazines, boxes, 
envelopes with  
windows, etc. 
Flatten boxes; tear large pieces 
Rinse, drain bottles and cans    

Tall blue containers in 
kitchen, near the west  
entrance, office, and 
downstairs. 
Take to recycle bin out-
side in the fire truck turn 
around area 

 If your refuse carrier does 
not take some  
recyclables collected at 
church, deposit them  
directly into AUUC’s  
recycle dumpster  
outside. 


