
 
March   13,   2020  
 
 
Dear   Beloved   Accotink   UU   Community ,  
 
In   response   to   increasing   concerns   over   the   COVID-19   virus,   the   Executive   Committee  
has   made   the   decision,   with   BOD   approval,    to   cancel   all   in-person   church-  
sponsored   activities,   including   worship   services,   for   the   two   week   period   of  
March   13   to   27 .   During   this   time   we   will   re-evaluate   the   situation   and   determine  
whether   a   longer   closure   is   necessary.   This   action,   we   believe,   must   be   taken   in  
accordance   with   UUA   recommendations   to   cancel   meetings   of   groups   of   25   or   larger  
and   avoid   in   person   meetings   wherever   possible;   similar   cautionary   warnings   from  
county   officials;   and   in   accordance   with   our   duty   of   care   for   our   congregation   and   its  
vulnerable   members.  
 
We   are   looking   into   web-based   options   for   this   Sunday’s   Ostara   service.   We   plan   to   be  
ready   to   hold   live   online   worship   services   beginning   Sunday   March   22;   details   on   how   to  
join   will   be   available   next   week.  
 
During   this   time,   the   building   will   be   open   only   for   essential   staff/volunteer   access;   it   will  
be   closed   for   all   non-required   activities.   Renters   have   the   option   of   continuing   to   meet  
on   site.   Staff   will   be   encouraged   to   work   from   home   whenever   possible,   and   all   staff   will  
be   paid   their   regular   pay.   Staff   are   very   busy   supporting   us   in   this   time,   including  
gearing   up   and   developing   online   capability,   and   supporting   outreach   and   caring  
support   to   the   congregation.   
 
We   are   encouraging   congregants   to   hold   meetings   by   phone   or   online   video   in   lieu   of  
in-person.   We   acknowledge   the   importance   of   in-person   meetings,   especially   at   this  
time,   and   we   are   aware   that   phone   and   video   meetings   are   not   accessible   to   everyone.  
We   make   this   suggestion   out   of   deepest   concern   for   our   congregation’s   health.   The  
church   has   one   Zoom   account   available   to   committee   and   group   leaders   to   host   video  
or   phone   meetings.   Leaders   who   wish   to   use   AUUC’s   Zoom   account   may   contact  
Vanessa   Hall   ( programcouncil@accotinkuu.org )   to   schedule   Zoom   meetings.  
 
We   acknowledge   that   people   may   be   responding   with   varying   levels   of   anxiety,   concern,  
and   disappointment   during   this   difficult   time   of   cancellations   and   uncertainty.   Please   be  
assured   that   our   capable   Pastoral   Care   Team   ( pastoralcare@accotinkuu.org )   is   ready   to  
hear   from   you,   as   are   Rev.   Pippin   ( revp@accotinkuu.org )   and   our   BOD   President,  
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Kristina   Watts   ( boardpresident@accotinkuu.org ),   with   any   questions   or   concerns.  
Additionally,   Pastoral   Care,   Rev.   Pippin   and   the   Board   will   check   in   with   each   one   of   our  
members   and   friends   weekly   in   the   coming   days.   We   encourage   you   all   to   stay  
connected   -   virtually   -   as   much   as   possible   while   we   maintain   our   social   distance.   We  
encourage   you   to   check   in   on   your   friends   and   neighbors   as   well   as   fellow   congregants.  
In   addition,   please   notify   the   Pastoral   Care   Team   or   Rev.   Pippin   of   any   pastoral   care  
needs   in   our   congregation.  
 
Please   continue   your   practices   of   keeping   safe   and   healthy   to   limit   the   spread   of   the  
virus.   We   appreciate   your   patience   and   support   of   one   another;   we   are   truly   a   nurturing  
community   of   faith.   We   look   forward   to   celebrating   together   once   again   when   this   public  
health   concern   has   ended.   
 
With   gratitude   and   care   for   each   of   you,  

Your   Executive   Committee,  

Rev.   Pippin   Whitaker,    Minister  
Kristina   Watts,    Board   President  
Peter   Kahle,    Board   Vice   President  
Joe   Tuggle ,   Board   Financial   Adviser  
Vanessa   Hall ,   Program   Council   Chair  
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