
 
 
From   Your   AUUC   Executive   Committee,   3/12/2020  
 
Dear   Beloved   Accotink   UU   Community,  
 
Your   Executive   Committee,   in   consultation   with   the   AUUC   Board,   staff,   and   others   met   on  
Tuesday   evening   to   explore   prudent   measures   to   keep   our   community   thriving   and   healthy.   We  
are   monitoring   the   situation   and   concerns   raised   by   COVID-19,   and   have   a   few   adjustments   and  
encouragements,   which   we   outline   below.   To   help   us   think   as   carefully   as   possible   about   our  
response,   the   Executive   Committee   has   engaged   the   support   of   a   “COVID   Response   Team”   to  
help   inform   and   implement   our   response   now   and   over   the   coming   weeks.   We   thank    Pam   Cox,  
Bruce   Griffin,   and   Nancy   Melito   for   serving   on   this   team!  
 
We   acknowledge   that   people   may   have   differing   levels   of   concern   and   preferred   responses   to  
this   situation.   We   ask   for   your   patience   and   trust   as   your   leadership   makes   the   best   decisions   it  
can   with   the   information   we   currently   have.   Any   adjustments   listed   below   are   evolving,   and   we  
will   adapt   to   changing   circumstances,   guidance   from   Fairfax   County   authorities,   and   others.   
 
Current   Plan:    At   this   time,   we   are    continuing   worship   services   and   other   gatherings   as   planned .  
Our   local   health   department   continues   to   characterize   risk   as   low.   However,   we   are   aware   that  
many   in   our   community   are   at   increased   risk   of   severe   complications   from   COVID-19,   including  
people   with   underlying   health   conditions.   Thus,   out   of   care   for   our   entire   community,   we   wish   to  
make   a   few   reminders   and   adjustments   as   follows:  

● First,   we   encourage   everyone   to   follow   medical   advice   and   remain   home   when   sick   until  
all   symptoms   are   gone   for   at   least   a   day.   Reach   out   to   Rev   Pippin  
( revp@accotinkuu.org ;   703-503-9729)   or   the   Pastoral   Care   Team  
( pastoralcare@accotinkuu.org )   if   you   need   help   getting   food   or   basic   supplies   when   sick.   

● Wash   hands   regularly,   and   then   some!   Use   hand   sanitizer   when   washing   isn’t   available.  
● Cover   a   cough   or   sneeze   with   a   tissue   or   your   elbow,   washing   hands   promptly   afterward.  
● We   have   a   limited   amount   of   face   masks   available   upon   request   in   the   office   in   the   event  

of   need,   for   example   for   individuals   who   are   immunocompromised.   
● We   encourage   appropriate   “social   distancing”   among   our   community   in   accord   with  

public   health   advice.   Thus,   we   encourage   offering   an   elbow   bump   or   “jazz   hands”   as   a  
greeting   in   lieu   of   a   handshake   or   hug.   

● We   will   be   spacing   chairs   in   the   sanctuary   with   a   wider   gap   in   order   to   increase   “social  
distance.”   Feel   free   to   move   chairs   closer   to   sit   with   your   family   or   others   as   desired.  

● Instead   of   passing   offering   baskets,   we   will   have   baskets   available   in   the   gallery   with   an  
usher.  

● If   you   bring   food   for   coffee   hour,   please   ensure   it   is   prepackaged   only.   Do   not   bring   fresh  
made   food   from   home.   However,   please   keep   all   of   your   recipes   and   food   creativity  
ready   for   a   community   celebration   when   this   health   situation   has   passed!   This   is   a  
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difficult   time,   but   we   will   get   through   this   and   there   will   be   cause   to   celebrate   when   we  
have   the   public   health   “all   clear.”   

● The   coffee   crew   will   be   serving   coffee   and   food   during   this   time,   instead   of   our   usual  
“self-serve”   model.   Please   be   patient   and   give   them   plenty   of   appreciation   for   taking   on  
this   activity   to   help   keep   everyone   healthy!   

● We   encourage   all   members   to   follow   medical   advice   on   what   activities   to   engage   in   for  
your   personal   health,   including   reflecting   on    CDC   guidance    with   your   healthcare  
provider.  

● Because   we   are   aware   that   some   in   our   community   are   already   unable   to   come   to  
service,   the   Executive   Committee   has   secured   approval   and   has   purchased   audio/visual  
streaming   equipment   for   worship,   which   we   hope   to   be   able   to   offer   by   March   22.   

● AUUC   has   a   Zoom   account   for   online   video   (and   phone)   conferencing   software   which  
we   will   make   available   to   all   committees   and   small   groups   in   the   event   of   a   closure.   

● To   help   you   access   this   online   technology,   the   Executive   Committee   and   Board   are  
hosting   a   “Tech   Support”   table   in   the   gallery   after   worship   on   Sunday,   March15.   Peter  
Kahle   and   others   will   be   on   hand   to   demonstrate   Zoom   software   and   how   to   access  
YouTube   videos.  

● We   know   online   streaming   and   video/phone   meetings   are   not   accessible   to   all.   We   are  
exploring   these   out   of   necessity.   Please   let   Rev   Pippin   or   the   Pastoral   Care   Team   know  
if   you   have   online   access   limitations.   We   are   developing   phone   check-in   groups   to  
provide   additional   support   and   connection.   

 
Once   again,   AUUC   remains   open   at   this   time   and   your   leadership   continues   to   monitor   the  
situation   while   also   implementing   prudent   adjustments   and   increasing   our   ability   to   serve   those  
who   may   not   be   able   to   come   to   worship.The   Executive   Committee   will   notify   the   congregation  
of   any   updates   or   changes   to   these   plans,   utilizing   email,   the   AUUC   website,   and   the   AUUC  
Facebook   page.    We   appreciate   your   support,   patience,   and   continued   enthusiasm   for   this  
wonderful   community   of   support   and   care.   We   are   truly   a   beloved   community,   and   together   we  
will   move   through   this   challenge   with   care   and   companionship.   
 
With   gratitude   and   care   for   each   of   you,  

 
Your   Executive   Committee,  

 
Rev.   Pippin   Whitaker,    Minister  
Kristina   Watts,    Board   President  
Peter   Kahle,    Board   Vice   President  
Joe   Tuggle ,   Board   Financial   Adviser  
Vanessa   Hall ,   Program   Council   Chair  
 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/specific-groups/high-risk-complications.html

