
 

Message from AUUC President, July 8, 2021 
AUUC Members and Friends, 

On Wednesday, July 7, the Board met and had a lengthy and thoughtful discussion about re-entry plans 
and the budget for this coming church year. Reverend William was able to join us as part of his orientation 
process. 

The Re-Entry Task Force reported on their work and suggestions for a series of steps to be taken over the 
next few months. We are trying to accommodate the needs, desires, and concerns of the various 
congregants, church groups, and committees, with a deep concern about inclusivity, safety, and our 
various comfort levels and risk assessments. Hard work is continuing on establishing both procedures and 
recommended guidelines. Building and Grounds has assured us that attention has been given to the 
improvement of our ventilation systems, including some additional equipment and the replacement of 
the lower level windows. 

The Board has approved the following aspirational goals and timelines, recognizing that all of us will need 
to be flexible, adaptive, compassionate, and forgiving of ourselves and each other of inevitable mis-steps. 

1. Within a week, a congregation survey will be sent out to gauge the congregation’s interest 
and anticipated participation in several potential re-entry scenarios. 

2. Essentially immediately, small church groups can gather on the church property, without 
building access, as long as they are scheduled using the Calendaring Reservation Form found 
on our website, Accotinkuu.org, under the Calendar tab. These groups should 
practice Covenant Consent so that all those participating agree and comply with the group’s 
ground rules. 

3. By Aug. 1, we expect to be able to allow small groups to gather outside and also have building 
access for the sole purpose of using the bathrooms. 

4. A bit later in August, we hope to have an in-person town hall at the church to discuss our 
hopes and apprehensions about the re-entry process. 

5. By late August or early September, we hope to have in-person Sunday worship services. 

Coupled with these plans are concerted efforts to up-grade and install our systems to enable a 
satisfactory multi-platform worship experience. 
 
Finally, it is important that we repeat what was reported at June’s Annual Meeting – that we anticipate a 
budget short-fall this year of several tens of thousands. It is the Board’s consensus at this time to continue 
our valuable operations and programs at roughly the same level as in the past few years. This will 
necessitate engaging in robust fund-raising efforts during the year. 

Please feel free to reach out to any Board member with your considered thoughts and questions. 

In faith, 
Jan Forsyth, Congregational President 

 


