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Pledge Campaign 
Taking care of our spiritual home 

Friends, we’ve been like Dorothy 

wandering through OZ since March of 

2020 sometimes in fear, sometimes with joy 

at the new friends and technology-based 

connections we’ve made - always with 

courage, empathy and hope.  We’ve been 

clicking our heels trying to get back to our 

Spiritual Home in person, sometimes 

seeing dreamlike glimpses through virtual 

services, meetings, and online community 

engagement, but always hoping the Wizard 

would send us back to the home we’ve 

known for so long and the way of life and 

in-person congregation we’ve missed so 

dearly.   

While at the time of writing this brochure 

we may not be fully back, we’ve made great 

strides this past year in completing our 

Hybrid Service and meeting platforms.  

We’ve partially reopened for Sunday 

services and in-person events, and though 

we’ve all changed through the process, 

we’ve grown in our ability to connect with 

each other and with the world around us in 

new ways.  Much like Dorothy, we’re 

waking from that dream state, emboldened 

in pursuing our missional work to bring 

about civil, gender, racial and economic 

equality.  We have a renewed and 

deepened sense of love and togetherness in 

our local community and in the world 

around us.  

Now, embracing the past, and how 2 years 

of turmoil have changed our mindset and 

our way of life, it’s time to elevate and 

accelerate our missional work, embrace the 

Auntie Em in need of spiritual uplifting, 

Uncle Henry desiring to work hard and 

make a better life, Scarecrow full of intellect 

but lacking self-confidence, Tin 

Woodsman quietly full of kindness seeking 

a way to manifest, and Lion courageous to 

the core but lacking the opportunity to 

stand up, raise his voice and lead.  Let us 

find these traits in ourselves, let us lift up 

these traits in our community and in the 

world around us.  Let us fully embrace our 

calling to be the Church of the Open Mind, 

Loving Heart and Helping Hand!  Let us 

get back home, get our house in order, and 

get back to work at full steam! 

Getting back home and setting out a 

pathway to future success means that we 

must pay our bills.  As a community we 

must meet this year’s Pledge goal of raising 

$330,000 to solidify AUUC’s financial 

stability for the next fiscal year.  Together 

we can ensure the continuity of Ministry 

and Spiritual Development, Religious 

Education, Music programs, and continued 

upkeep and optimization of our Spiritual 

Home! 

Over the last 2 years our pledges have 

dropped from 113 individual and 

household pledges in 2019 to 98 in the final 

tally of last year’s Pledge, while our total 

donations have risen year over year to an 

all-time high of $295,000.00 last year.  

Notwithstanding additional attrition we 

suffered last year in membership due to 

people moving, individual changes in 

employment status and financial stability, 

and other losses - the ask this year is that 

everyone consider increasing their pledge 

by 10%.   

Exceeding this growth target speeds us on 

our way to eliminating long-term debt 

(mortgage and loans) and brings greater 

opportunity to drive outreach, increase 

community engagement and membership 

growth, and opens the opportunity to share 

our wealth more meaningfully with our 

community outreach partners and into the 

many community projects and programs 

that our congregation is clambering to 

support.   Wouldn’t it be great to see the 

pledge goal decrease overtime – the only 

way to get there is to surge our charity now 

and invest in AUUC’s future! 
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Financial Stewardship  
Supporting your spiritual home 

 

The Unitarian Universalist tradition is 

unique in that it is the lay people who 

decide the direction of our church, by 

electing leaders, responding to 

congregational surveys, and voting on major 

issues affecting the congregation. Thus, it is 

we, the members and friends, who own the 

building and everything in it as a 

community.  As owners, it is  our 

responsibility to provide the financial 

support to maintain our ministry and fund 

the expansion of  our programs and 

services.  Your time, talent, and treasure are 

what make our “spiritual home” a vital and 

vibrant provider of service to the local 

community as well as our church 

congregation.  

Our primary and most significant source of 

funding is pledged donations. Our annual 

pledge campaign lets the Board and 

Financial leaders know what programs and 

staff they can support based on your 

f inancial contributions.   

Your financial contributions allow Accotink 

to provide a spiritual home, which may be 

a temple for meditation, support and 

education, as well as a venue from which to 

propel values into action.  This year we 

again invite you to make an ongoing 

commitment to financial stewardship at 

Accotink by joining the Perpetual 

Sustaining Pledge program.  This program 

enrolled 12 members in 2021, and we’d 

love to see more participants enroll this 

year! 

 

Looking Back  
Review of 2021 
 

Looking back on 2021 against the backdrop 

of a global pandemic and declining 

economy, our congregation came together 

and did an amazing job of reinforcing 

AUUC’s financial resilience.   Our goal for 

the 2021 Pledge drive was to raise 

$330,000.  While we didn’t hit the mark 

through pledge alone, we did have a very 

successful campaign resulting in 

$294,337.00 raised and 98 pledges (2 of 

which were brand new pledges).  This was 

our largest campaign raise ever and despite 

declining membership and pledge 

numbers. It is true that money isn’t the 

thing, but it is a critical catalyst enabling the 

pursuit of our missional work!   

Here are few of the superb missional 

impact references we should all be proud of 

as we look back on 2021:   

Community Building 

• Small group ministry is also alive 

and well with Covenant Groups 

operating throughout 2021 and new 

Covenant Groups starting in 2022. 

 

• Many wonderful community events 

took place like music nights, True 

Accotink Colors movie and 

discussion meetings, TED talks, 

book clubs and poetry readings! 

 

• Staff and volunteers dramatically 

increased the Pastoral Care 

Ministry and services. 

 

 

Looking Forward 
2022 & Beyond 

 

 

Faith & Outreach 
❖ AUUC continues our work as a 

Welcoming Congregation, welcoming 

the LGBTQ+ community within and 

beyond AUUC. 

 

❖ We continue our commitment to 

Unitarian Universalism’s 8th 

Principle, workiing to build a diverse, 
multicultural Beloved Community by 

our actions that accountably dismantle 
racism and other oppressions. 

 

❖ Our Social Justice Committee 

continued rallying the cry for 

Government Leadership change and 

spearheading community engagement 

through meal-packs, high school 

sponsorships and supporting the 

annual Hypothermia Shelter, to name 

just a few. 

 

Community Building 
• An increase in community events 

like music nights, book clubs, 

poetry readings, potlucks and ice 

cream socials, group hikes, and a 

church camping trip. 

 

• Deepening and growing spiritually 

together through our small group 

ministry with Soul Matters groups, 

affinity groups, nUUners, the 

Poetry group, and new offerings in 
Adult Spiritual Development from 
Rev Lev. 

 

• Continuing to support each other 

through hard times through our 

Pastoral Care Ministry. 

 

 

 

Social Justice 
• Engaging a new Social Justice study 

issue. 

 

• Continuing to live out our 

commitment to Unitarian 

Universalism’s 8th Principle and as 

a Welcoming Congregation, 

welcoming the LGBTQ+ 

community within and beyond 

AUUC. 

 

• Deepening our partnerships with 

local social justice organizations. 

 

• Defending our values through 

activism at the local, state, and 

national levels. 



 Pledge Drive 

2022 

There’s No Place Like Home 
Accotink Unitarian Universalist Church 

 

 

3 | P a g e  
 

 

Gathering Together 

Pledge Appreciation & May Day 

Celebration 

 

 

Let’s work hard to make this year’s pledge 

a huge success – please consider increasing 

your pledge by at least 10% if you are able, 

and please try to return your pledge as 

quickly as you are able.  Your historical 

giving information can be found in Realm, 

and of course, by reaching out to the Pledge 

Coordinator, Dave Muirhead 

(pledge@accotinkuu.org).  Mark your 

calendar for the May 1
st
 Pledge appreciation 

and May Day celebration, resplendent with 

fun, food, music, games and a blessing of 

our Church and Grounds, co-hosted with 

Sacred Wheel. 

 

 

 

How Much Should I 
Give? 
A helpful guide 

The UUA publishes the “Fair Share 

Guide” providing guidance to determining 

a level of pledge commitment for your 

household.  In this guide, the UUA 

recommends that church members 

contribute between 2% and 10% of 

household adjusted income (accounting for 

unexpected major expenses and income).  

Of course, each household’s circumstances 

are unique; however, we recommend this 

helpful guide in determining your level of 

contribution.  

(https://www.uua.org/sites/live-

new.uua.org/files/fair_share_contribution_

guide.pdf) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You!  
No matter what level you pledge, The AUUC Board, Rev Levwood, and the 

Pledge Committee are grateful for your contribution. 

We are engaging in world changing efforts and pursuing a life-saving, heart-filling spiritual mission.  Your generous 

contribution ensures and sustains everything we do together.  Please show your love and care for our spiritual home 

beyond belief through your generous pledge and help us forge our future together.  If you have any questions or 

concerns, please speak with Reverend William Levwood or Dave Muirhead, Pledge Chair at pledge@accotinkuu.org 

or 571-216-7731.  

 

https://www.uua.org/sites/live-new.uua.org/files/fair_share_contribution_guide.pdf
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https://www.uua.org/sites/live-new.uua.org/files/fair_share_contribution_guide.pdf
pledge@accotinkuu.org

